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ADVERTISEMENT, 



It was intended in the following pages to 
give a digested statement of the several provi- 
sions relating to Elections for England only, 
and the proceedings on the meeting of the House 
of Commons, and before committees on Election 
petitions generally. In attempting, however, to 
give a correct statement of the course of proceed- 
ings on Election petitions, and of the several 
points which have from time to time been decided 
before committees of the House of Commons, 
such frequent reference to the special provisions 
for Ireland and Scotland was found necessary, 
that.for the purpose of rendering the work more 
complete it was thought advisable that the original 
plan should be enlarged, and the consideration of 
the latter part of the subject for the present 
deferred. 
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CHAPTER I. 

PROeEEDINGS ON ELECTIONS FOR ALL PLACES IN 
ENGLAND AN!) WALE3, FROM THE ISSUING TO 
THE RETURN OF THE WRIT, WITH THE NECES- 
SARY FOI^MS. 

A PARLIAMENT shall bc held once in every year, 0TiE.3..c.i4. 
oftener if need be. ^^^'^ ^- ^^' 

A parliament shall be held at least once in three 1 60,2. c.i. 
years. 8.3. 6W.&M. 

C «• 8« 1 • 

Within three years from the dissolution of parliament, ^ ^^ 
writs shall be issued for a new parliament. 

By 6 A. c. 7. s. 7. the act of 6 W. & M. c^^. is declared to extend to 
the Parliament of Great Britain. 

Forty days must intervene between the teste and re-y&aw. 3. 
turn of the writs for a new parliament, the lord chan- J;^-^-^-!' 

r ortvr davs 

cellor, lord keeper, or lords commissioners pf the Great between 
Seal, shall issue them. ^^^^ 

Fifty days however now intervenQ, the reason pf which appears to be 
Aat the twenty-second article of the treaty of union with Scotland 
limited the power of Queen Ann in calling the first Parliament to a pe- 
riod not less than fifty days from (he date of the proclamation, and the 
same interval has beei;^ continued ever since. The writs are now issued 
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Form of writ, 
p. 25. 



53G.3. C.89. 
a,l. 

Transmission 
of writs. 



Vid. p. 35. ^7 ^^ -^^^ Chancellor in pursuance of an order made by the king in 
council at the same time, that the order is made directing the Great Seal 
to be affixed to a proclamation dissolving the old and convening a new 
Parliament. On vacancies during the sitting or recess of Parliament 
they issue by authority of the Hotise. They are made out by the clerk of 
the crown, and are directed to sheriffs of counties, and of cities and 
towns being counties of themselves, the chancellor of the duchy of Lan- 
caster, the chamberlain of the county palatine of Chester, his lieutenant 
or deputy, 34 & 35 H. VIII. c.l3 ; the lord bishop of the county pala- 
tine of Durham, or his temporal chancellor, 25 C. II. c. 9 ; the con- 
stable of the castle of Dover and the lord warden of the cinque ports, 
or his deputy. 

The messenger of Great Seal shall carry writs to the 
sheriffs of London and Middlesex, and all other writs to 
the postmaster-general in London, or his deputy for 
this purpose appointed, who shall give a receipt for 
such writs to the messenger, expressing the time of such 
delivery, and shall keep a duplicate of such acknow- 
ledgement, signed by the parties respectively, and 
shall forward the writs by the next post free of expense, 
under cover to the proper officer with directions to the 
postmaster of the nearest town, requiring him to deliver 
such writs to such officer or his deputy, who shall give 
to such postmaster a memorandum acknowledging the 
receipt of such writ, and stating the day and hour the 
same was delivered, which memorandum shall be signed 
by such postmaster and transmitted to the postmaster in 
London, who shall enter the same in a book, and keep 
such memorandum with the duplicate acknowledgement 
to the intent that the same may be produced to all per- 
sons interested in such elections. 

5.2. The persons to whom the writs are directed shall give 
notice to the postmaster-general where they hold theii* 

, offices. 

8.3. Where any such person shall hold his office within 
five miles of London, Westminster, or Southwark, such 
notice shall be sent to the messenger of the Great Seal> 
who is to carry such writs to such office. 



LAW or EUBCTMM6. 3 

' 'TImm fiectiMnM vekie to ihe fees and miuj to be re- 53.6;3. c.89. 
ceivedl by the messenger of the Great Seid. "* ^' ^* 

Every person who shall wilfully neglect or delay to s. 6. 
deliver, &r transmit any such writ, or aecept any fee, or 
do anything in violation of that act, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and may, upon conviction upon indictment, 
or information in the king^s bench, be fined and im- 
prisoned. 

Every officer upon receipt of the writ shall indorse 7&8W. 3. 
thereon the day he received the same, and (except in the on jec^eiit of 
cinque ports) within three days after receipt thereof, de- '^t* 
liver a precept for the election to the proper officer of Formofpre- 
every place within his jurisdiction, for which any member *^^^*' ^' ' 
is to be elected to serve in such Parliament. 

The 23 H. VI. c. 14. s.l. directed the sheriff to deliver a precept 
under sed to the mayor, or bailiffa where no mayor is, of the cities and 
boroughs within bis county, reciting the writ, and commanding them to 
choose citizens of cities, and burgesses of boroughs, to come to Par- 
liament. 

Officers of the cinque ports shall be allowed six days lo&ii W. 3. 
from the receipt of the writ for the delivery of the cinnue ports. 
precept. 

No sheriff, under sheriff, mayor, bailiff, constable, 7 & 8 W. 3. 
portreeve, or other officer, shall give, pay, receive, or ^* * ^* 
take any fee or gratuity whatsoever for the making out 
receipt, delivery, return, or execution of any writ or 
precept. 

No annual officer who is to make return of members 9 a. c.20. s,8. 
shall be capable of being elected for the year immediately 
ensuing, and such annual officer obstructing the choosing 
of a successor shall forfeit 100/. ; one moiety to the king, 
and the other to the person suing for it. 

But this act extends only to corporate offices, and therefore it was de- 
cided that the portreeve of Penryn as the returning officer was not 
included within its meaning. 9 East, 469. 
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4 A DIGEST OF THE 

3G.1. 0.15. Where any high sheriiF of any eoiinty dies before the 
Sheriff dying, ®^^ ^^ *^® yeax, or he be lawfully superseded, his under 
deputy to sup- or deputy sheriff shall supply his place imtil another 

that the high sheriff may appoint an under or deputy 
sheriff, and in case of the death of the high sheriff, the 
under sheriff may appoint a deputy. 

Where there is no known or special returning officer, the delivery of 
the precept to any elector is good, and where the electors ore many, and 
all in an equal degree, anyi)ne may act as returning officer. — Gltiny.37,38. 

If a change of such officer takes place in consequence 
of death, or determination of the period of office during 
the election proceedings, his successor shall complete 
what remains to be done. 1 Doug. 138 Milbome Port. 

H.C. 49. ^^* where no new officer is elected hefore the return of the writ, it 

seems that the writ must he superseded, and a new one ordered and 
directed to the new sheriff. 

33 G.3. c.64. Notice of the time and place of election shall be given 

time*wid^*ifM5e ** *^® usual place or places between 8 a. m. and 4 p. m. 

of election, from the 25th October to the 25th March, and between 

8 A. M. and 6 p. m. from the 25th March to the 25th 

October ; and no notice shall be valid which shall not be 

published within the time aforesaid. 

It seems that this notice may he given on a Sunday. 3 Lud. SO, 

25G.3.C.84. In elections for knights of a shire, the sheriff shall, 
Knights of ^thin two days after receipt of the writ, cause proclama- 
shires. tiou to be made of a special county court for the election. 

Proclamation i>'/-ii -ix-i /. !-•/» 

for election, on any day (Sunday excepted) not later from the day of 
Form, p. 27. making such proclamation than the 16th, nor sooner than 

the 10th. 
7&8Wr.3. All county courts for the county of York, or any 
^' ^^York. ^^^^^ county courts theretofore held on a Monday, shall 

be held on a Wednesday. 

Com. Dig. From the words " or any other county courts" it might be supposed, 

5. 256. that this clause was intended to apply to courts for other counties, but fn 

practise it has not been so considered. 
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C6lmty courts for electing knights of shires, begun on 6 G.2. c.23. 
a day not prohibited by that act, or the 7 & 8 W. III. ^' ^' 
c. 25., may be adjourned over from day to day, though 
the satne may happen on a Monday, Friday, or Saturday. 

The first sect, of tliis act prevented the adjourmnent of any conntj 
court tb those days, but was repealed by 18 G.II. c. 18. s.ll., which 
however did not repeal this clause. This wiU explain the cause of the 
inooiisistency in this provision^. 

In elections for a town and city being a county, the 19G.2. c,28* 
sheriff shall, upon receipt of the writ, give at least three cities and 
days' notice of the time and place of election, which shall towns being 
take place within eight days exclusive of the day of the climation^^ 
receipt of the writ, and the day of election. election, p. 29. 

The officer of the town or borough shall upon the back 7 & 8 W, 3. 
of the precept indorse the day of his receipt thereof, in xov^s^and 
the presence of the party from whom he received it, and boroughs, 
giving at least four days' notice (one inclusive and the ^Teiection'* 
other exclusive) proceed to the election within eiffht days Pl^^: 
after receipt tnereoi. 4o Joum.65i 

There are express provisions as to making the proclamation at Ayles- Vide Ayles- 
bury, Cricklade, and New Shoreham, where the election must be not , ^^* ^ n^" 
lat^ than twelve, nor earlier than eight days. Shoreham. 

In other places the proclamation should be made 
within the district. 

In Wales, the proclamation for the election for the 35 H. a. c. ii, 
shire towns shall be made in the cities, boroughs, and stj^ ^.^^^ ^ 
towns, which then were or should thereafter be contribu- Wales pro- 
tary to the payment of the burgesses' wages of the shire election^ ^' 
towns. New Radnor, 1 Doug. 317. Cardigan, 3 Doi^. I78. 

The place of election for knights of shires shall be 7 & 8 w. 3. 
where the same hast most usually been held for the last K^thte of 
forty years. shires place of 

election. 
In a case however in 1770, where the election was held at Pembroke, 

though Haverford West was the usual place, this objection, though raised, 
iiras not deemed valid, and the sitting member was declared duly elected. 
3 Lud. 27. 2 Doug. 216. The place however prescribed by the statute 

B 3 



6 A DIGEST OF TH£ 

has been considered so xmpjortant to the ralidity of the election, that on 
' account of the prisoners then in Winchester, it was, by 20 G.III. c.l.j 
enacted that the then next election for the county of Southampton should 
be held at New Alresford. 

55 G.3. C.72. The sheriflF shall hold his county court for the election 
shire^^^ ^or (jrlamorganshire, and every adjournment thereof at 

Bridgend in the same county. 
35 H. 8. c.ii. The place of election in Wales shall be such as shall 

s. 3. . 

Waies place ^^ assigned by the head officer of the shire towns, but 
of election. |;}jig j^^g^. \y^ considered to be repealed in effect by the 

7 & 8 W. III. c. 25. s. 3. declaring it shall be where 
it has been for the last forty years. 

H. B. 164. There is no provision in aHy act of Parliament as to the place of elec- 

Sim. 154. tion for cities or towns being counties, or boroughs or towns, but it must 

be within the district, and is generally within the guildhall. 

The 7 & 8 W. III. c. 25. s. 3. has been stated by 
writers on this subject to apply to cities and towns being 
counties, but though the title of the act is general, this 
section appears to relate merely to elections for knights 
of shires ; and there does not appear to be any reason 
for such a provision with respect to cities and towns 
being counties, as an election must always be in the 
district for which the members are to be chosen. 
18G.2. C.18. At elections for knights of shires, the sheriff, or 
knights of under sheriff, or such as he shall depute, shall erect such 
Sodf ' ^^"ks ^^^"^''^^^ ^^ booths for taking the poll, at the expense of 
the candidates, as any of them shall, three days before 
the commencement of the poll, desire; so as the same 
do not eloeed the number of hundreds in the county, 
and not exceeding in the whole fifteen. The sheriff 
Ishall appoint a clerk at each booth at one guinea per 
day, at the expense of the candidates ; and shall make 
out a list for each booth, of all parishes in the hundred 
for which such booth is designed, and deliver a copy 
thereof to the candidate who shall pay for the same two 
shillings. - 
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But if a contested election takes place onosq^ectedly, or the sheriff has 
-.not been desired to erect booths, he cannot do it at the expense of the 
candidates, and must take the poll in some open place, as is mentioned in 
the 7 & 8 W. III. c. 25. s. 3.— H. C. 400. 

The sheriffs of the counties of York and Chester lo Ann. c. es. 
shall appoint seven places for taking the poll at elections ??'^' ^' 
for the said counties^ at the costs and charges of the Chester poll- 
candidates. ^^• 

This may be done without request. 

There is no general provision by any statute as to cities and 
erecting booths for taking the poll for cities or towns ^"^'^Jflw. 
being counties of themselves, except Coventry or in 
boroughs. 

At elections for Coventry, the officer shall cause the 2iG.3.e.54. 
booth for holding the election to be erected in the widest Coventry 
and most convenient part of the market-place, called P°^:J<^°*^' 
Cross Cheaping, not contiguous to any other building. 

By 51 G. 3. c. 126, upon every election for West- Westminster 
minster, a booth for carr)dng on the election shall be *^*®^^^ 
erected, and poll clerks appointed and a cheque book for 
every poll book allowed at the expense of the candidi^^s. 
This act, which was to continue in force till the 1st Aug. 
1813, was extended by 53 G. 3. c. 152, but expired o© * 
rthe 1st January, 1819. 

The returning officer shall, on notice in writing three 34 g. 3. c 73. 
days before the election by any candidate, provide places !: ^ ji tha. 
for administering the oaths, declarations, and affirmations, for adIlliI^|t- 
the expense of which, and of the persons who are to ad- ^^^^^ 
minister the same at a guinea a day each, shall be borne 
by the candidates. 

In all elections af peers for Scotland or members of Par- 3 q^ 2. c. 30. 
liament, the secretary of war, or person officiating in his ^^: 
place, shall order the removal of the military one day at removed by 
least before the day of election, to two miles at least out ^®^t°^*^^ 
of the place of election, and that they shall not approach war^ 
nearer until one day after the closing of the poll. 

B 4 
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8G.2. C.30. It shall not extend to Weistminfster or Southwark, in 
^^ptionB as ^espect of the royal guards or any pkce where any of 
to particular the royaj family shall be, or any fortified place where 

olaccs or » • » » 

officers or ^^Y garrison is usually kept, or to any officer or soldier 
soldiers ^ten. having a right to Votd at such elections. 

' If the Secretary of w^r or any such otlier person shall 

Secretary of not send such Orders, aiid shall be conticted of such ne- 
ISSTbe dis- ^ gleet at the next assizes, or on an information in the king^s 
charged from bench, within six months after the offehce, he shall be 

fug nflficB' 

discharged from his office, and be for ever incapable of 
holding any office civil or military, in his M^esty^s ser- 
vice. 
s. 5. The secretary of war or such other person shall not 

Searetaiy of y^ liable to any forfeiture for not sending such order upon 
an election on a vacancy, unless notice of the writ be given 
to him by the clerk of the crown or other officer making 
out such writw 
3tJ. 3. c. 24. -^t elections for counties, the cleik of the peace, town 
■• ^* derk, or other officer for such county, shall, on notice and 

Officer's «t- at the request of any candidate, attend with the books of 
^^^^£^_ entries of the certificates and memorials of annuities 
nuities and mid rent charges, having reasonable satisfaction made to 

rent charges, v ^^^ 

-n, 8. Such officer shall for every ofibnce agidnst that act, 

forfeit lOOi. to the persoii suing for it. (within twelve 

months, s. 9.) 

20G.3. C.17. -^^ elections for knights of shires, the clerk of the 

K^^hta f P^*c^ ^ every county in whoisie office duplicates o£ the 

shires or land tax sho^d be filed, shall, on notice at the request of 

XerW. ^y candidate, or agent of a candidate, attend with the 

tendance with original duplicates receiving two guineas a day for his 

ted toe. ^ attendance, and one shilling and sixpence a mile for 

expenses. 

From the title of this act heing general, it maj he argaed that it 

-extends to elections for cities and towns heing counties, as well as to 

elections for knights of shires. There is no other provision on the 
sul^l^ot. 
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After issuing any writ for the election of knights of20G.3.c.i7. 
shires, the clerk of the peace or deputy, shall attend^' 

.« . ,* 1-11 11 Attendance at 

gratis, from nine to three each day at the place where office, 
the records shall be kept from the deUvery of such notice Copies, 
to the day immediately preceding the day of election, for 
the purpose of receiving applications for the inspection 
of such duplicates, and making copies of such parts of 
them as he shall be requested. 

If the clerk of the peace or deputy shall not permit «. is. 
such duplicates or any of them to be inspected by any 
person requesting the same, or shall not deliver the The copies are 

.,, . #T .. t j» J.' J t- 11 ^ to be delivered 

copies Within the time before mentioned^ or shall not on demand, 
attend at the place where the records are kept or at any ^ ^^' 
county election, he shall for every such offence forfeit 
500/. to the party aggrieved, provided such action be 
brought within two months, or to any other person suing 
for it within twelve months, (s. 19.) and on conviction, 
such clerk of the peace shall lose his office, and be 
incapable of holding such office for any county what- 
ever. 

The officer of any corporation having the custody of so. 3. c. 15. 
the records of the same, shall, on the demand of a candi- !: A* ^ 

^ Cities, towns, 

date, agent, or two freemen, permit such persons, between and boroughs, 
nine and three, at any time before and within one month ^^^ of free- 

«. . . men. 

after any election, to inspect the books of admission of 
freemen, and have copies thereof, and such books shall, 
if demanded by such persons, be produced by such officer 
at every election, and be referred to in case any dispute 
should arise touching the right of any person to vote 
thereat, and if such officer shall reftise such inspection, 
or to produce the books if demanded, he shall for every 
such offence forfeit 100/. to any person suing for it within 
a year. 

The entries of admission of freemen or burgesses, i^q 3^.21 
upon demand by two such persons, may be inspected, »• 2. 
and copies taken at any time whatsoever, between nine 
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and three^ and the officer on reAisal shall forfeit 100/. to 

any person suing for it within a year. 
^H.4. c, ti^. On the day of election the sheriff is to make procla^ 
applies to eiec- ^^ation of the day and place of the parliament. 

E!?^^f f '^^^^ ^^ usually done by making proclamatioii for silence, and, in the 

Bhi^s* but the ^^**®® ^^ counties, and cities and towns, being counties by reading, the 
proclamation writ, and in the case of other places by reading the precept, 
must be made before all elections. 

23 H. 6. The sheriff shall commence the election for knights of 

knights of shires between eight and eleven in the morning. 

8 ires e ec on. rpj^^ ^^^ ^^^ commencing the election for other places is not regulated 

hy statute. 

2G.2..C.24. Immediately after reading the writ or precept, the 

Ret officer, returning officer shall take the oath against bribery, to 

Bribery oath, be administered by a justice of the peace, or in the 

Vid. p. 31. absence of a justice of the peace, by three of the electors, 

and which oath so taken, shall be entered among the 

records of the sessions of such place. 
Vid. p. 29. 8. 9. The act of the 2 G. 2. c. 24, is now to be read. 

The bribery oath is required to be taken, and the act against bribery is 
required to be read, both immediately after the reading of the writ or 
precept. 

3G.3. c.15. In cities and towns being counties and boroughs, where 

Cities and the right of Voting is in the whole or in part in freemen, 

3°^^^*' this act is to be read immediately after the act against 

bribery. 

s- 8. This act does not extend to London or Norwich. 

Norwich ex- At New Shoreham the 11 G. 3. c. 55^ at Cricklade the 

cepted. 22 G. 3. c. 31, and at Aylesbury the 44? G. 3. c. 60, is 

Shoreham, read immediately after the act against occasional freemen. 

Cricklade, rphc retumiuff officer is now to call upon the electors 

Aylesbury. t j-i . 

to name the candidates. 

9 A. C.5. After nomination each candidate shall, upon request 
??* ^jj* * » to him to be made at the time of such election, or before 

Ctnoidate s ^ ' 

qualification the day of the meeting of parliament, by another candi- 
*^' ' date or by two persons having a right to vote at such 
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election, take the qualification oath (i. e. oath of possessing 
an estate in land freehold or copyhold, at least for life, of 
600/. a-year for a knight of the shire, and 300/. a-year 
for any other place). 

By 41 G.S, c.lOl. S.23., and 59 G. 3. c.37, the estate may be in £ng> 
l«ad, Wales, town of Berwick-upon-Tweed, Scotland, or Ireland. 

It does not extend to the eldest son or heir apparent 9 A. c.5. s.3. 
of a peer or lord of Parliament, pr of a person qualified ^°^^- ^ ^"^ 
to serve as knight of the shire; or of a Scotch peer ; or 2 Hats. 62. ». 
of a peeress or bishop ; or to either of the English uni- 41^ 3^^ loi 
versities ; or to the college of the Holy Trinity, Dublin, s. 23. 

The committee of elections in the case of Maiden also decided that 
the candidate might take the qualification oath, either at the election or 
at any time before the meeting of Parliament. 18 JourUk 1S9. H. C. 550* 
Corb. and Dan. 12. note. 

The oath shall be administered by the officer who is to 9 A. c.5. s.r. 
take the poll or make the return, or by two justices of the ?*?' •*?""»- 
peace, and the said persons administering the oath shall ndiy looi. 
certify the taking thereof into chancery, or the king'^s 
bench, within three months. 

No fees to be taken except one shilling for such oath, b. 8% 
two shillings for the certificate, and two shillings for re- ^®^*y *^* 
ceiving and filing the same. 

If notice be publicly given of the disability of a candidate afterwards, 
returned, either before the election comes on, or a majority has polled^ 
the election will be avoided on a petition, and the unsuccessful candidate 
next to him on the poll must ultimately be the sitting member. H. C.535b 

If there shall be no more candidates than legal repre- 
sentatives, then they are to be returned* 

It was stated in the case of Nottingham, 1802-^, ^^ that 
there was no authority to say that a candidate may tlot 
be proposed at any time before the return is made.'*^ 1 
Peck. 83. In Mr. Burke's case also at Bristol, in 177^) 
the election was commenced on the seventh, and he was 
first named a candidate on the eighth of October ; but 
the committee decided that he was eligible. 1 Doug. 243, 
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259 ; if there shall be more candidates than legal repre- 
sentatively, then by 
7 & 8 w, 3. The election must be decided by the view or by a 

c. 25. 8. 3 . . 

View or poll. P^^? if ^ P^^ should be demanded it must be granted. 

A refusal of a poll when duly demanded, will render the election void, 
end an eligible candidate or an elector may demand it. Glanr. 7. H. C. 358. 
et teq.) 

25 G. 3. 0. 84. The poll must commence, at latest the day after it is 
Poll, com- demanded, except it be Sunday, and be proceeded in from 
mencement of, day to day, but must not continue more than fifteen days, 
days. (Sundaiys excepted.) 

iiG.i. C.18. In London if a poll be demanded, the officer shall 
begin it at farthest on the day after, unless it be a Sunday, 
duration ' and shall finish it within seven days, exclusive of Sundays. 
^^*^ In elections for knights of shires, the sheriff shall not 

0.25. g. 5. adjourn the poll to any other town in the same county, 
Kmghta of without the consent of the candidates. 

smreck 

Poll ; no ad- In the case of riots during an election, the returning officer may order 

joumment to f}^Q offenders to he taken into custody, and carried before a justice of the 

r own. pgj^pg^ jm^j sliould apply to the magistrates to assist in preserving the 

peace ; but should not call in the military unless absolutely necessary, 

and may make a special return. H. C. 551. to 584. 

7&8W.3. In the county of Southampton the sheriff shall, after 

25 G. ale. 84. closing the poll at Winchester within fifteen days, ad- 
s' 16. joum the poll to Newport, in the Isle of Wight, if re- 
amp n. q^yg^ jjy ^ candidate, so that such adjourned poll shall 
commence within four days from the close of the poll at 
Winchester, and continue not longer than three days. 
3G.2. C.8. At Norwich one of the checks, a swearer, and a poll 
Norwich Act. ^j^^j^^ ^re to be admitted into the prison to take the oaths 

of such electors as are confined for debt 
250. 3. 0.84. The poll shall be kept open seven hours daily^, except 
■• ^* tlie first day between eight and eight. 

Vid. p. 4. "^^ °*^y provision for a sheriff appointing a deputy is in the 3 G. 1. 

0. 15. 8. 11, stated before, hut in elections deputies to assist in taking the 
poll are referred to by 7 &; 8 W. III. c. 25. s. 3,, & 18. G. 2. c. 18. s. 7. 9., 
for knights of shires, and by 19 G, 2. c. 28. s. 6. for cities and towns 
being counties. 
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In elections for knights of shires, the Sheriff, or sueh 7&:8W.3. 
as he shall depute, shall appoint poll clerks, and an in- Knights of 
spector of every poll clerk, vid. 18 G. 2. c. 18. s. 7- stated sj^ires. 
before. vid. is G. 2. 

There is no general provision for appointing poll clerks, except in c***** ■•'•?• o. 
elections for knights of shires, though the use of them at all elections, is 
implied by 25 G. 3. c. 84. s. 7. (Roe. p. 584.), and in London by 11 G. 1. London, 
c. 18. s. 1. Poll clerks are directed to be appointed in case a poll is Poll clerks, 
demanded by any candidate or two electors. 

In election for knights of shires, a cheque book for is G. 2. c. is. 
every poll book« for each candidate, shall be kept by the ^^ y^ - 
respective inspectors. shires* 

In elections for cities and towns being counties sl^J^^^ J"* 

, 11/. 11 1 1 /. 1 1.1 1 , 19G.2.C.28. 

cheque book tor every poll book for each candidate shall s. 6. 

be kept by inspectors. By this section a poll in writing xo^ bl^ 

is implied. Sim. 160. counties. 

Cheque books. 
There is no express provision for allowing inspectors at elections for 

cities and towns being counties, and no provisions for cheque books, in- 
spectors, or taking tlie poll in writing at elections, for boroughs and 
towns, though a penalty of 500Z. is imposed by 7 & 8 W. 3. c. 25. s. 6. 
on any officer to whom the execution of an election writ, or precept, doth 
belong for not delivering a copy of the poU to any person desiring the 
same. 

Poll clerks, before beginning to take such poll, shallz&sw.s. 
be sworn by the retuminff officers for the faithful dis-^*/^'«'^*^ 

1 /. 1 . 1 1 . 1 n ' 25G.3. c.84. 

charge of their duty ; there is, however, no form m any s.r. 

A. A. A. Poll clerks. 

Statute. Q^^^ p 38^ 

Where there are no commissioners appointed, the administration of the 
oaths or affirmations, by 7 & 8 W.III. c.25. s.3., 10 Ann c.23. ss.5, 8., 
18Geo.II. c.18. s.l., 19 Geo. II. c.28. s. 1., and 25 G.III. c.84. s.5., is '^^^^ ^"*y- 
a part of their duty, and by the two former acts in elections for knights 
of shires, they are to set down tbe name of each freeholder, and the places 
of his freehold and of his abode, as he shall declare the same, and for 
whom he shall poll and enter Jurat, or if a Quaker affirmat, against the name 
of such voter who shall be sworn; and by the 25 Gtlll. c.84. 8.7. in 
other places they are to set down the name of each voter, and his addi- 
tion, profession, or trade, and the place of his abode, and for whom he 
shall poll. There is, however, no provision requiring them to set down 
the place of the freehold in cities and towns being counties, unless the 
10 Ann. c.23. (the title of which is confined to elections for knights of . 
shires) is considered to extend to counties generally. 
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34G.3. e.73. Returning officers, at the request in writing of a can- 
42G.3.C.62. ^^^^^^9 ^^^^ appoint two or more persons to administer 
s* 1* all the oaths or affirmations (except the briber oath) to 

43 G ^ c 74 J 7 

the electors, and give them certificates thereof, according 

to the form in the 34 G. III. c. 73. s. 2. : such persons 

Persons to ad- previously to acting, shall take an oath for the dischai^e 

minister oaths, ^f ^j^^jj. duties to be administered by the returning officer 

Vid. p. 38, 40. or his deputy. 

There are two oaths, one prescribed by the 34 G.III. c.73. s.l., and 
the other by 42 Geo. III. c. 62. s.l. The latter is the one usually taken ; 
but on account of the 43 G.III. c.74« enacting that the bribery oath shall 
be taken at the poll, neither of them exactly applies. 

34 G. 3. 0.73. Returning officers shall provide a proper place fbr 
Booths for every such person so appointed, to which place the 
persons to electors are to have free access without interrupting the 
oaths open poU, and cach place is to be open at least eight hours 
8 hours daily, every day, between eight in the morning and eight in the 
evening ; and the oaths or affirmations may be adminis- 
tered to twelve electors at one time, and the returning 
officer shall deliver to each person so appointed, a suffi- 
cient number of blank printed forms of the declarations 
Vid. p. 39. ^^ fidelity to be subscribed by Quakers, and of the cer- 
tificates. 
8. 4. If during the poll it should be found that the number 
peraonsinsuffi- ^^ persons SO appointed is insufficient, the returning effi- 
cient, more to ccr may, at the request in writing, of any candidate, 

be appointed. . / o ^ 

appoint more persons. 

Vid -D 4/0 et Electors shall, if duly required, take the oaths, or, if Quakers, (by the 

seq, * Oaths o{7 &c8W, III. c.34.) or Moravians, (by 22 G.II. c.30. s.l.) make the 

electors. affirmation of their being qualified ; of allegiance and supremacy, or if 

Quakers or Moravians the declaration of fidelity, 7 & 8 W. III. c. 27. s. 1 9. ; 

of abjuration, 6 Ann, c.23. s. 13. ; (or if Jews, by 10 G.I. c.4, see oath;) 

and against bribery, 2 G.II. c.24. s.l.; By the 8 H. VI. c.7., the sheriff 

in elections for knights of shires was empowered to examine upon the 

evangelists, the freeholders, how much he may expend by the year. By 

the 42 G.III. c. 116. s.200. persons in respect of land tax redeemed may 

. vote on proving such redemption to the satisfaction of the returning 

officer, on oath or otherwise. 
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The electors, before voting, shall apply to any one of 34G.s.c.r3. 
the persons so appointed as aforesaid, who shall ad- Electors, 
minister such oaths and affirmations (except against before voting^, 
bribery, 43 G. III. c. 74?-)? *^^ deliver a certificate such persons. 
thereof, and such electors on producing such certificate 
shall be permitted to poll. 

Persons offering to vote without producing a certifi- g. 3. 
Cate, and being lawfully required so to do, shall withdraw 
and take the oaths or make the affirmations (against bri- 
bery excepted) before one of the persons so appointed. 

. The requisition to an elector to take the oath or af- Requisitioa to 
firmation of qualification (except' in London) must be by ^|^^^^. 
a candidate or person having a right to vote at such 
election ; of allegiance and supremacy (except in Lon^ 
don) by a candidate ; of abjuration (except in London) 
by a candidate or person present at the election, and 
against bribery by a candidate or two electors. 

All the oaths or affirmations may be administered by 
the returning officer, or his deputy, or poll clerk, where 
no commissioner is appointed ; but it appears that after 
the appointment of a commissioner, the oaths or affirma^ 
tions, except that against bribery, should be administered 
only by him. 1 Peck. 428. et seq. 

The oath or affirmation against bribery shall be tak^i 43G.3.C.74. 
immediately before any elector polls, if demanded by a g^^ ^^^ ^* 
Candidate or two electors. 

In London it is provided that the liverymen shall 11 G. i.e. 18. 
take the qualification oath therein stated, and it isde-®*^* 
clared that the votes of those who reftise or neglect to Oath,seep.47. 
t^e this oath shall be rejected and disallowed. 

And the liverymen shall also take the oaths of alle- s. 2. 
^ance, and supremacy, and abjuration, (if required by 
a candidate or two electors.) 

At .elections for knights of shires the qualification 
oafli therein stated shall be taken. f P- ^'''' ^^' 

Knights of shires. QaaHficatioQ oath, vid.p.44. 
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i9G.2.e.S8. ^^ elections for cities and towns being counties, the 
8. 1. qualiiScation oath therein stated, as far as respects free- 

towns, being holders, shall be taken. 

counties, freeholders* oath, vid. p,45. 

25 G. 3. C.84. In elections for places wh^re no oath or affirmation of 
Cities, towns, qualification other than against bribery or of allegiance, 
and boroughs, supremacy, and abjuration can be required ; every person 

Qualification , . . \ ^ /'i* • t i t -i 

oath, p. 46. clamung to vote (if requured by a candidate or person 
having a right to vote at such election) shall take tliQ 
oath or affirmation therein stated. 

Vid. Ayles- This extends to cities and towns being counties, as £u: as respects 911 
bury. Coven* except freeholders, and all other places except Aylesbury, Coventry., 
^ndon N ' Cricklade, London, New Shoreham, and Norwich. 

Shoreham and ^^ ^^ elector when lawfully required, will not take the oaths, his vote 
Norwich. should be refused, but it seems by the Gloucestershire case in 1777, if 

Electors the elector first refuse the bribery oath and afterwards tender himse^ to 

refusing to take take it, his vote ought not to be refused ; the committee in that casjp 
the oath. having resolved nem cm, " That the voter might be permitted to take 

the oath, and vote at any time during the poll. H. C. 445. 

If the voter do not understand the oaths in English, 
they ought to be administered to him in such language 
as he does understand, H. C. 446. 

No oaths but those expressly required by law should 
be administered to electors, and though the administra- 
tion of illegal oaths will not render the election void, 
yet it has been declared by the house of commons to bo 
illegal, and a misdemeanour on the part of the returning 
officer. Glanv. 109. H. C. 475. 9Joum. 684. On the 
other hand, a refusal by the returning or other officer 
when duly required to administer the oaths prescribed 
by any act of Parliament, will be punished by the house 
16 Joum.49. of commons, In the Westminster case, 16th Dec. I7O8, 
the house resolved that the high bailiff, " in defiance of 
the law, arbitrarily and illegally re^ed to tender the 
oath of abjuration when required, and thereby he was 
guilty of a high crime and misdemeanour,'*^ and it wa^ 
ordered that he be committed to Newgate. 
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. In elections for knightft of shires, no officer appokited 18G,3, c^s. 
to take the poll shall admit ahy person to vote for any x^Utg of 
estate sworn te be lying at some place which is not men^ shires. 
tioned in the list made out for such booth, unless such ^^^^^^^^ 
estate be in some place not mentioned in any of the^^^* 
lists. 

When a freeholder, howerer, h^s voted in a booth for a freehold not 
Jjuig in the district, contained in the Upt of that b^oth, and the poU clerjc 
ha/| taken his vote, the committee on an election petition would not set 
it aside. 2 Peck. 59. 2 Lud. 414 to 422. 

In all elections if an elector should give his vote, it 
is effectual though the officer should not write it down, 
and on a poll it must be a good vote, and must be al- 
lowed. H. C. 512. ; but in elections for knights of shires 
the vote will not be allowed, if tendered at a wrong booth, 
and not taken down. 2 Lud. 420. 

It was formerly a question whether the electors might 
vote at the same election for two candidates at different 
times one after the other. Lord Glenbervie was of 
opinion that they might, and that opinion was founded 
in some degree on the words of the oath in the Norwich Vid.p. oi. 
act. 1 Doug. 287- Mr. Sergeant Heywood, however, is 
clearly of opinion that they cannot. H.C. 426. e^^e^.; and 
the resolution of the committee (16 Joum. 135) a^rpears 
to be decisive on this subject. 

Such votes shkll.be deemed to be legal as shall have 28 G. 3. c.52. 
been so declared by the last determination of the house ^\^}'' . 

< : ' which repeals 

of commons. • . 2G.2. c.24. 

Where there is a question as to the vaKdlty of the J;/^;^'*^''^"^ 
vote, it is usual for the returning officer, with the consent determination 
of the candidates, to receive it subject to a further con- that ^t.^" 
sideration, when he may admit or reject it. . After the 
voter had taken the oath, it appears from the old case^j 
(H. C, 472 to 500,) that the returning officer could not 
reject his suffi-age, and though the act of 7 & 8 W. III. 
c. 26.. s. 7- declaring that one single voice should be ad- 
nutted for one tenement — the 3 G. III. c 24. j?,7- 

c 
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requiring the clerk of the peace to attend with the cer- 
tificates of annuities — the 20 G. III. c. 24; s. 7* ^^ 
quiring the derk of the peace to attend with duplicates 
of the land tax— and the 3 G. III. c. 15. s. 4. requiring 
the proper officer to attend with the books of freemen 
have made the duty of the returning officer in a great 
degree judicial with respect to the determination of the 
votes tendered on behalf of the different candidates, no 
powers whatever have been given to enable him to dis- 
charge with effect this part of his duty, and he is liable 
to an action for wilftdly rejecting the vote of an elector. 

H. C. 491. 

In case, however, the sheriff should wrongfully reject 
a vote which has been regularly tendered, and there 
should be a petition against the election, such vote will 
not be lost, but will be added to the poll. The decision 
on the queried votes should be properly made in the 
evening of each day after the adjournment of the poll. 
In the Middlesex case 1805, it was a question whether 
objected votes which the officer had reserved for consi- 
deration, could be put on the poll after three o^clock on 
the fifteenth day. The committee determined that Mr. 
Mainwaring was not duly elected, and that SirF. Burdett, 
who had the minority at three o^clock on the fifteenth 
day, but would have had the majority if the votes which 
had been tendered had been examined and admitted, was 
duly elected. 2 Peck. 370. H. C. 613. 

After the election is finished, the poll books are the 
most authentic evidence of the vote, and therefore in case 
of any mistake, it ought to be pointed out to the sheriff 
immediately, or at least before the numbers are declared. 
H,C. 512. 

. Hiere is bo proyiaioa, except in Londoi^ for the safe oustodj of the 
poll books, during the election. 

iiG.i. C.18. In London the presiding officer is required, upon ad- 
London poU jouniing the poll on each day, to seal them up with the 

books. 
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seeds itnd' in the presence of the eandidfttes desiring it, 
and the poll books shall not be opened again but at the 
time and meeting upon such adjournment. 

When all the electors present have polled, the return- Close of the 
ing officer may make three proclamations that the poll ^^* 
will be closed at such an hour, and if none should vote 
in the interval, the poll may be closed at that time ; but 
if a single vote should be given the proclamation must Form of pro- 
be repeated again, until the time has elapsed and no voter cl"»ation, 
has appeared. The poll, however, is often closed with the 
consent of the candidates. 1 Lud. 351, 352. 

If, however, the election should continue till the fif- 
teenth day in any place except London, and in London 
till the seventh, the poll must be dosed at three o''clock 
p. M. of that day. 

The returning officer shall immediately, or on the day 25 g. 3. c.84. 
next after the final close of the poll, (except in London,) Jjf^y^jjj 
publicly declare the names of the persons having a officer to de- 
majority, and shall forthwith make a return of them, ^^^gg^^f^j^g 
unless he, on a scrutiny, being demanded by a candidate or persons having 
two electors, shall deem it necessary to grant the same. ^ ™*"'^ ^* 

After a proclamation of the majori^, the returning officer must not i7Joum.7.S. 
proceed to a scrutiny, without an adjournment. The granting of a scru- 
tinj is altogether at his discretion, except in London. 

If no scrutiny shall be granted. 

The sheriff or other officer having the execution or^o&nw.s. 
return of a writ, shall, before the day on which anyj:^-*-^- . 

, „ - „ , /•"!•/» Return of wnt 

future parliament shall be called, and within fourteen in case of no 
days after the election, return the writ to the clerk of the *c™^y- 
crown in chancery to be filed, and shall pay four shillings 
for a knight of ibe shire, and two shillings for a citizen 
or burgess, or baron of the cinque ports. 

This act extends onfy to returns to writs, and there is no provision 
UmitiBg the time, within which returns to precepts are to be made, where 
there is either no poll or no scrutiny. It should however be made on the 
same day, or the day after. 

c 2 
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3S II. 6. 9.14. 
B. 1. 
Penalties. 



llG.l.c.ie. 

8. 4. 
London. 
Close of the 
poU. 



Scrutinjr. 



0,6. 
London. 



This act inflicts a penalty of 40/., to be paid to tlie 
king, on the mayor or bailiff who shall return any person 
besides those who are chosen, and 40^. to be paid to 
the person chosen and not returned, but no time is 
limited for making such return. 

In London, after the poll is finished, the poll books 
being sealed with the seals and in the presence of the 
candidates desiring it, shall within two days after, be 
publicly opened at the place of election, and be truly cast 
up, and within two days after such casting up, the num- 
bers for each candidate shall be publicly declared to the 
electors at the place of election by the presiding officer, 
and if a scrutiny be lawftdly demanded it shall be granted, 
and the candidates shall immediately nominate not more 
than six persons qualified to vote, to he scrutineers for 
the candidates on each side, to whom the ofiicers shall 
within six days after demand of scrutiny, upon request, 
and at the charge of a candidate or scrutineer, deliver a 
true copy, signed by such officer, of the poll, and the 
scrutiny shall begin within ten days after the delivery of 
the copy of the poll, and be proceeded in firom day to 
day, (Sundays excepted,) and be finished within fifteen 
days after the commencement thereof, and the presiding 
officer shall, within four days after finishing such scrutiny, 
publicly declare which of the candidates are duly elected, 
and the number of votes appearing for each candidate on 
such scrutiny. 

The mayor of London shall, upon request of a candi- 
date or agent, where a scrutiny is demanded and granted* 
issue precepts requiring the masters and wardens of the 
livery companies to cause their derk to return him two 
lists of their respective liverymen, and the clerks shall 
return such lists within three days after receipt of such 
precepts, and one list shall be delivered to the candidates 
on each side, or their agents. 
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in London the officer shall deliver within six days a 11 o. i. o. is. 

5. 

London. 



list of the votes disallowed upon such scrutiny, to any •'^* 



candidate demanding the same upon the final declaration 
of the election. No such list, however, is to be evidence 
in any action. 

If a scrutiny be granted and the returning officer shall 25G.S. e.84. 
proceed thereupon, and if there be more parties than one s!!iutmy 
objecting to votes on such scrutiny, he shall decide g«»«»«Hr« 
alternately on the votes given for the different candidates 
against whom it shall be carried on. 

The returning officer may, during a scrutiny, adminis* «. ^. 

1 •> 1 1 Administer 

ter an oath to any person consenting to take the same, oaths. No 
touching; the ridit of any person having voted at such P«>^«on to 

, . ^ ,1. , . takeaffirma- 

election, or any other thmg necessary towards carrying tions; bats. a. 
on such scrutiny. ^^V" Pf'- 

>> son ammunflr 

falsely, guilty of peigury. 

^ Whenever a scrutiny is granted, every officer having -■. t. 

the return of the writ on a general election, shall cause of^a scrutiim* 

a return to be filed in the crown office before the return "^^^ ^ ^ 

day of the writ, and every other officer acting under a 

precept or mandate, shall make a return at least six days 

before the return day of die writ, and in case of a writ 

issued during the session, or prorogation of parliament 

and a scrutiny being granted, then a return shall be made 

within thirty days after the close of the poll (or sooner 

if it can be conveniently done). 

In case of an equality of votes, the returning officer has not a casting 
Toice without the aid of a custom or some other special matter, and a 
double return may be made. H.C. 601, 609. 

The returning officer, shall within twenty days after lo a. c.«3. 
the election for knights of shires, deliver over upon oath, !: ^; 
(which the two next justices of the peace, one of whom shires. 
is to be of the quorum, shall administer) unto the clerk ^t«r^g 
of the peace of the same county, all the poll books of deliver poll 
such election, without any embezzlement or alteration, ^^^ ^^^ 
and where there is more than one clerk of the peace, then 

c 3 
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No provision 
B8 to cities or 
boroughs. 



Retmii. 



Forms, yid. 
pp, 47. 49^1 



Dimble re- 
turns. 
Roe, 1 Vol. 
796.9tteq. 



7&8W.3. 
C.7. S.I., con- 
tinued by 
12&13W.3. 
c. 5., and made 
perpetual by 
12 A. st.l. 
c. 15. 

False returns 
prohibited. 

s. 2. 
Party ag- 
grieved« dou- 
ble damagea. 



8.5. 

Return of 
more personft 
than required 
by law. 

s. 4. 
Contracts to 



the orij^al bdoks to one clerk, and attested copies 
thereof to the rest to be kept among the records of the 
sessions of the peace for such county. 

There is no provision for preserving the poll books of elections for 
cities a&d towns being counties, or for boroughs; copies how^rer of 
them must be given to every person desiring the same by 7 & 8 W. 3. 
Cb 25,, 8, &, imder a penalty of 500L 

At the close of the scrutiny, when the choice of the electors is ascer- 
tained, the returning officer should make his return. By 7 H. 4. c. 15. & !23. 
H. 6. e. 14., the names of the persons chosen shall be written on an inden- 
ture under the seals of the electors ; this is done in the ease of an election 
under a precept by an indenture between the sheriff of the one part, 
and the returning officer and electors of the other part, which should then 
be remitted to the sheriff; and in the case of an election under a writ by 
an indenture between the sheriff of the one part, and the electors of 
tike other part; which, with the returns to the precept, should be tacked 
to the writ, and returned to the clerk of the crown office. 

In the following cases double returns may be made : — 1. Where there 
is an equality of numbers. 2. Where it is disputed who is the returning 
oiieer. 3. Where the right of election is disputed, and tiie candidates 
have majorities on the different alledged rights. 4. Where there is a 
doubt as to the eligibility of the candidates having the maj ority . 5. Where 
a scrutiny is granted by the returning officer, but not finished at the time 
when the writ is returnable. When double returns are made to the 
sheriff, he must retuiti them both at the same time with the writ. 

All false returns of members to serve in Parliament 
are prohibited, and in case any person shall return any 
member to serve in Parliament* for any place contrary to 
the last determination in the house of commons, of the 
right of election in such place, such return shall be 
adjudged to be a &lse return. 

The party aggrieved by such false return (i.€. the per- 
son duly elected) may sue the officers and persons making 
or procuring the same, in any of the courts of Westmin- 
ster, and shall recover double damages vith full costs. 

The like remedy may be had against officers returning 
more persons than required by the writ or precqit, and 
the parties that procure the same. 
' All contracts and securities to proeiGre any return shall 
be acyudged void, and whoever make» or gives inxeh eon* 
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Iract or any gift; to ^ocure such false or dotibte retmh, procure 
shall forfeit 300/. one-third part to his Majesty, on^-'/^'^'^i'^- 

- . _ _ * o J-* 300^ penalty 

third part to the poor of the place^ and oiie^third part to od i^ehx^tsi 
the informer, with his costs, to be recovered in any court ™^"'«**^^?ri 
of record at Westtnmster, the aetioti for which shall be j 1< '! 
broi^ht within two years. 

If any person shall give, or promise to give, any money 49G.3« o^obiiBl 
or reward to another person, with an agre^nent that he ^^'j^"*^** 
shall endeayonr to procure the return of any person t^ Scotland, and 
Parliament, he shall, if not rettuned himself, for everf Penaiiyon en- 
such gift or promise, forfeit 1000/. ; and if returned he teri»giiit«^? 
shall be disabled to serve in that Parliament for sueti moiMff^to.: - > 
place, and be as if he had never been returned an M. P. p«>c«»©»tenfc. 
And any p€9rson who shall receive any such money or • s 

reward or promise, shall forfeit the value of such reward, 
besides 500/. 

This act shall not exttod to legal expenees. s. 2. 

If any person shall enter into or know of «tny agreement g, 3. 
t6 give or procm*e any office to be gitcA to atiy one updn Penalty on 
any expreas agreeihent, that he shall endeavour to pto* ©ng^em^t to 
cure the return of any person to I'arliament, be shall beP^^™* ^ 

.11 office to pro^ 

disabled to serve fo^ such place, and be as if he had never core return. 
been returned an M. P. ; and any person who shall acc^t 
any such office upon snch eofpress agreement, shall forfeit 
siucb.oflice and 500/. ; and any person holding any office 
nnder bis Migesty, who shall give such office upon such 
express agreement, shall forfeit 1000/. 

Any action under that act shall be commenced within s.4. 
two years. 

If any sheriff or returning officer shall wilfully delay, 25G.3.C.84. 
neglect, or reDiise to return any person who ought to be j^^^ ^ 
returned for aiiiy place within Great Britain, every such deterininatidn 
person may, in tase it shall have been determined by A uie pen^^who 
select committee, that he ought to have been returned^ ^^s^^ ^ ^^^^ 
sue the sheriff or othet officer in any ci the courts at shall recover 
Westminster, or the court of session in Scotlattd, ^^dam^es 

c 4 
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s. 10. 
IF no return 
made in par* 
ticular cases, 
an elector 
may petition 
4ie houaei ' 



7&8W.5. 

Clerk of tlie 
crown. 

Entering re- 
tarns. 



BhaQ recover double damages together with fiill Cofiti 
of suit. 

Provides that when n6 retuiH has been made to a 
writ before the return day thereof ()r oh a writ issued 
during a se&dion ot pi^orogafion of Parliaiiient within 53 
days after the date thereof; or if the retiirh mlide in 
either of such cases be not a tettim of members, but 
contain special matters eonceming stlch election^ any 
|>er6on claiming to have a right to vote at such election, 
^ay petition the house of commons concerning the same. 
The clerk of the crown shall enter in a book to be 
kept in his office^ every single and double return of any 
members of Parliam^it which shall come into his office 
or to his hands, and every alteration and amendment 
made by him in every such return, to which book all 
persons shall have access to search and take copies 
thereof paying a fee for the same; and such book or a 
tr^ copy thereof may be given in evidence at aaay trial, 
and in case the clerk of tihte crown shall not within six 
days after any return shall Come into his office, make 
«ach entry as aforesaid, or shall make any alteration in 
4Hiy return unless by order of the house of. commons, 
or give any certificate of any person not returned, or 
diall wilftilly neglect to perform his duty in the premises, 
he shall for every sudi offence forfeit to the party ag- 
grieved 500Z. to be recovered in the courts at West- 
minster, and shall also forfeit his said office, and be 
incapable of holding the same^ 

Every information or action under that act shall be 
brought within two years. 
April 13, 1690. After a return is made into the erown office, it shall be 
tojatim.9r7^ altered ^nly by the house, fot which purpose the derk 
of the crbwn when ordered littends with his book, and 
amends the netum by erasing or altering the name; 
or in^iase of a double return taking the void one off the 
£le, ^^ letting the other remain. 
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Order to the Lord Chancellor for passing two Procla- 
mationa imder the Great Seal, 

At the court at pre- Commence- 

sent the King's most excellent Majesty in coundl : mentof Fonni. 

It is this day ordered by his Majesty in council, that Orders to Loid 
the right honourable the lord high chanceUor of that Cl>«nceUor. 
part of the united kingdom called Great Britain, do 
cause the Great Seal to be affiled to two proclamations, 
the one for dissolving the present Parliament, and call- 
ing a new one; and the other for electing and summoning 
the sixteen peers of Scotland to sit in the said parliament. 

Orders to the Lord Chancetlots of Gredt Britain and 
Ireland to issue writs for calling a new Parliament. 

His Majesty having been pleased by his royal pro- 
damation, to dissolve the present Parliament, is hereby 
pleased, with the advice of his privy council, to order 
that the right honourable the lord high chancellor of 
that part of the united kingdom called Great Britain, 
and the right honourable the lord high chancellor of 
Ireland do respectively cause writs to be issued in due 
form and according to law for the calling of a new Par- 
liament to meet at the city of Westminster, which writs 
are to be returnable on the day of 

next. 

The writ to the Sheriffs on a General Election. 

George the fourth, by the grace of God, of the Writ. 
united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, king, 
defender of the £ftith, and so forth. — To the sheriff of 
the county of Oxford, greeting. Whereas, by the ad- 
vice and assent of out coimcil, for certain arduous and 
urgent affairs conoeming us, the state and defence, of 
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our kingdom of Great Britam and the church, we havd 
ordered a certain Parliament to be holden at our city of 
Westminister, on the day of 

next ensuing, and there to treat and have conference with 
the prelates, great men, and peers of our reahn, we com- 
mand and strictly ei^oin you, that (proclamation being 
made of the day and place aforesaid, in your next comity 
court to be holden after the receipt of this our writ) two 
knights of the most fit and discreet of the said county^ 
girt with swords, [and of the universitjr* of Oxford two 
burgesses] and of every city of that county two citiz^s, 
and of every borough in the same county two burgesse^ 
of the most sufficient mni discreet, freely and indiffe- 
rently by those who at such proclamation shall be pre- 
eent according to the form of the statutes in that case 
made and provided, you catcse to be elected ; and the 
names of those knights^ citizens* and burgesses, so to be 
elected^ (whether they be present or absent,) you cause 
to be inserted in certain indentures to be thereupon made 
between you and those who shall be present at such 
election, and then at the day and place aforesaid you 
cause to come, in such manner that the said knights, for 
themselves and the commonalty of the same county, 
and the said citizens and burgesses for themselves, and 
the commonalty of the said [university] cities, and 
boroughs respectively, may have from them frill and suf- 
ficient power to do and consent to those things which 
then and there, by the common council of our said 
kingdom (by the blessing of God) shall happen to be 
ordained upon the aforesaid affairs, so that for want of 
6uch power, or through an improvident election of the 
said blights, citizens, or burgesses, the aforesaid affairs 
may in no wise remain unfinished ; toUUngf neverthe- 

* The writs to the sheriff are all in the same fonn, except in this 
«nd in that to the sheriff of Cambridgeshire, there is this clause for the 
election of members for the respective uninersi'tieB. Dbng. 1 vol. 450. 
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less^ that neither you ner any other sheriff of this our 
said kingdom he in any wise elected; and that the election 
in your ftdl county so made distinctly and openly, under 
your seal and the seals of those who shall be present at 
such election, you do certify to us in our chancery, at 
the day and place aforesaid without dday, remitting to 
us one part of the aforesaid indentures annexed to these 
presents, together with this writ Witness ourself at 
Westminster, the day of , in the 

year of our reign. 

To be indorsed when returned. 

The execution of this writ appears in certain sche- 
dules hereunto annexed. A. B. Sheriff. 

> A. B. Esq. sheriff of the county afore- Notice of the 
to wit. 5 said, having received his Majesty's writ, meBS)CT8°to 
under the Great Seal of Great Britain, for the electing serve in parliar 
two knights to serve for this county in the Parliament general elec- 
to be holden at the city of Westminster, on the tion for knights 

^ , , , . ofshires. 

day of next, do, in obedience to the said writ, 

and of the several statutes in that case made, hereby 
proclaim and give public notice, that at a special coxmty- 
court, which will be held at in and for the 

said county, on the day of this instant 

, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, pur- 
suant to the statute in that case made and provided, I 
shall proceed to such election, when and where all per- 
sons interested therein will be heard, and are to give 
their attendance accordingly. Dated the day o( 

18 

By the same Sheriff. 



HBhire") A. B. Esq. sheriff of the county aforesaid. Precept to Ae 



to wit. 5 [to the mayor, bailiff, constables, and bur- &cfof thecity, 
sesses of the city, town, or borough of R. as the case may town,&c. of 

r , . iZ . /. 1^. -^^ . , . - -^ R. to return 

be] greets^. By virtue of his Majesty s writ under two members. 



w 
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Citizeiis or 
burgesses. 



Indorsement 
thereon. 



the Great Seal d£ Great Britain, to me directed, for the 
electing of two [citizens or burgesses] to serve for the 
city of R. aforesaid, in a certain parliament, ordered by 
jiis Majesty to be holden at his Majesty^s city of West- 
minster j on the day of next ensuing. 
These are to will and require you, that (proclamation 
within the said of the day and place of election 
being first made) you cause freely and indifferently to be 
elected, two of the most sufficient and discreet, 
by those who at such proclamation shall be present, ac- 
cording to the form of the statutes in that case made and 
provided ; and the names of those [citizens or burgesses] 
80 to be elected (whether they be present or absent) you 
cause to be inserted in certain indentures, to be there- 
upon made, between me and those who shall be present 
at such election : and then, at the day and place aforesaid, 
that you cause to come, in such manner that the said 

for themselves and the commonalty of the said [city 
or borough] may have from them full and sufficient power 
to do and consent to those things which tlien and there, 
by the common-council of the kingdom, (by the blessing 
of God) shall happen to be ordained ; but you are not 
to elect me, or any other sheriff of this kingdom ; and 
the said election you are forthwith to certify to me, 
sending to me one part of the said indentures annexed 
to this precept, that I may certify the same to his Ma- 
jesty, in his Chancery : hereof you are not to fail. Given 
under the seal of my office, the day of 

in the year of the reign of king George the 

fourth, and in the year of our Lord 18 

By the same sheriff. 

Received of the within-named sheriff this precept, by 
dxe hands of Mr. A. B. aa the day ol 

18 at of the clock in the 

Ibrenoon, by me, 

J. J*, mayor [or bailiff] of R. 
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Proclamation made on the day of 

18 at the usual place withm llie of R. 

within mentioned, to proceed to election there on the 
day of at of the 

clock in the forenoon of the same day. 

Mayor [or baUifF] of R. 
The execution of this precept appears in a certain R^tam of the 
schedule hereunto annexed. 

Notice of Election for a City 9 Towriy or Borough. 

of in the 1 1, A. B. [Mayor Notice of 

cotmtyof 3 or bailiff of the o|«cti^^^« 

said [city, town, or borough, as the case may be,] . 
do hereby give notice that I shall proceed to the election 
of two citizens or burgesses to serve in Parliament for the 
said city, or town, or borough, at the town hall of the 
said city, town, or borough, on next, the day 

of , at o^clock in the forenoon. Dated 

Has day of 18 . 

A.B. 

Oath against Bribery by retwming Officer^ vid. s. 3. 

of following act 9 p. 31. 
The Stat. 2 G. 2. c. 24., An act for more effectually Act to prerent 
preventing bribery and corruption in the elections of^^^^" 
members to serve in Parliament. 

(To be read at all elections.) 

" Whereas it is found by experience, that the laws Extended to 
already in being have not been sufficient to prevent ^^^^^^^^^^ 
corrupt and illegal practices in the election of members Scotland by 
to serve in ParUament: for remedy, therefore, of so 
great an evil, and to the end that all elections of mem- 
bers to Parliament may hereafter be freely and indifferently 
made, without charge or expense,'' Be it enacted, by the 
king's most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
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consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, 

in this present parliament assemUed, and by the authority 

of the same, that from and after the twenty-fourth day of 

June, in the year of our Lord 1729, upon every election 

Electors of of any member or members to serve for the commons in 

men to take Parliament, every freeholder, citizen, freeman, burgess, 

the following ^j, person having or claiming to have a right to vote or 

demanded. be poUed at such election, shall, before he is admitted 

to poll at the same election, take the following oath, (or, 

being one of the people caUed Quakers, shall make the 

solemn affirmation appointed for Quakers,) in case the 

same shall be demanded by either of the candidates, or 

any two of the electors : that is to say, ^^ I, A. B. do 

Electors oath. •!. /.i i iii^i 

swear, (or bemg one ot the people called Quakers, 1^ 
4,' B. do solemnly affirm,) I have not received, or had 
by myself, or any person whatsoever in trust for me, or 
for my use and benefit, directly or indirectly, any sum or 
gums of money, office, place, or employment, gift, or re- 
ward, or any promise or security for any money, office, 
employment, or gift, in order to give my vote at this 
election, and that I have not been before polled at this 
Presiding election.'" Which oath or affirmation the officer or 
!^^te** •? officers presiding or taking the poll at such election is and 
forfeiture of are hereby empowered and required to administer gratis, 
if demanded as aforesaid, upon pain to forfeit the sum of 
fifty pounds of lawfril money of Great Britain, to any 
person that shall sue for the same, to be recovered, toge- 
ther with ftill costs of suit by action of debt, bill, plaint, 
or information, in any of his Migesty^s eoiurts of record 
at Westminster, wherein no essoin, protection, wager of 
law, or more than one imparlance shall be admitted or 
allowed ; and if the said offence shall be committed in 
that part of Great Britain, called Scotland, then to be 
recovered, together with ftill costs of suit, by summary 
action or complaint before the court of session, or by 
prosecution before the courts of justiciary there, for every 
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neglect or refiisal so to do ; and no person shall b^ ad- 
mitted to poll, till he has taken and repeated the said 
oath in a public manner, in case the same shall be 
demanded as aforesaid, before the returning officer, or 
such others as shall be legally deputed by him. 

§ 2. And be it ftirther enacted, that if any sheriff, sheriff orother 
mayor, bailiff, or other returning officer, shall admit any '^'^"L^t 
person to be polled without taking such oath or affirma^ ting any to 
tion, if demanded as aforesaid, such returning officer J^lJ^^^^ 
shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds, to be reco- to forfeit lOOJ. 
vered in manner aforesaid, together with Ml costs of 
suit ; and that if any person shaU vote or poll at such the like penal- 
election, without having first taken the oath, or if a^* 
Quaker, made his affirmation as aforesaid, if demanded^ 
such person shall incur the same penalty, which the 
officer is subject to for the offence above mentioned. 

§ 3. And be it ftirther enacted by the authority afore- Returning 
said, that every sheriff, mayor, bailiff, headborough, or°®^^^^ 
other person, being the returning officer of any member writ, to take . 
to serve in Parliament, shall, immediately after the^^^^ ^^^^ 
reading the writ, or precept for the election of such 
member, take and subscribe the following oath, viz. 

^^ I, A, B. do solemnly swear, that I have not, directly Repealed tafar 
or indirectly received any sum or sums of money, office, ISti^^i^J^ 
place, or employmait, gratuity or reward, or any bond, rj^T!*" ***" 
bill, or note, or any promise or gratuity whatsoever, i6 6.3. c.ii. 
either by myself or any other person to my use, or bene^ *^ilf^aL^^ 
fit, or advantage for making aidy return at the iiiTe^ea% substHutu 
dlection of members to serve in parliament ; and that I/^t^t^ 
will return such person or persons as shall to the best of 
my judgment appear to me to have the majority of legal 
votes." 

Which oath any justiqe or justices of the peace eS 
the said county, city, corporation, or borough where such 
election shall be made, or in his or their absence, any 
three of the electors are hereby required and authorised 



82 A DmssT OF mE 

to udmiiiifiter ; ' itnd &uch oAth, m tnken, ishall te miteh^d 
among the records of the sessions of such owinty, tity, 
corporation, and borough as aforesaid. '^ ' 

What votes § 4. And be it enacted by the authorily aforesaid^' that 

dwrne^legal ^^^ ^^*®® ^^^^^ ^^ deemed to be legal, which have'hmi 

B^)eaUdb}fa, 80 declared by the last determination, in the house -^f 

9,si',sQfqrM conimons ; which last determination, eoncemifag 'any 

re^)^ anyde^ oouuty, dhirc, city, borough, cinque-port, or place, 'ffhidl 

be made n^bte^ be final to all intents and purposes whatsoever^ anjf^ usiige 

^t to that to the contrary notwithstanding, • l i« 

FennltT of §^- ^^^ ^ ^^ further enacted by the autbori^ afinft- 

yni^ perjury, gaid, that if any returning officer, elector, or person'takitig 

the oaldi or afiirmation hereinbefore mentioned, shiiHibe 

guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury,^ or of falseraffirmitag, 

and be ihereof convicted by due coiurse of law^; ahidl 

incur, and suffer the pains and penalties, which by # law 

are eni^cted or inflicted, in cases of wilful and cofiopt 

perjury. ■ ■ i- C 

Peraom c(n^ § 6* ^^^ he it fiuther enacted I^ the. authorily afbie- 

▼ioted,neT«f «ttd, that no person convicted of wilfid andoonnnit 

▼ote. penjuryy or subornation of perjury, shall, after *audh 

convicdon, be capable of voting in any. decticm^^w^ 

member or members to serve in Farliamoat. ' .» , . : . ?!• 

Penons taking § 7* And be it ftirther enacted by tl^ authority afbre- 

w^?or thSi' ^^^^ *^** ^^ *^y person, who hath, or daimeth to have, 

Yote, &c. to or hereafter shall have or claim to have, any right to vde 

m/disabled to in any such election, shall firom and after the said! S4|th 

vote, &o. ^y ^jp Jxine, which shall be iut the yea» of omf >Lord: If ^, 

ask, receive, or take any money, oy othet rewand) •bytww(y' 

of gifl, loan, or other ^vice, or agree or contract for. i^ 

money, gift, office, employment, or other reward whfita^ 

ever, to give his vote, or to refuse or forbear to give his;iK|le 

in any fluoh election ; or if any person by himself, orai^y 

person employed by him, doth or shall by any giftor rewaidy 

or by* uiy promise j agreement, or security for any; giftt<)r 

reward^ «omipt or procure any person or persons, tp^gj^e 
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his or their vote or votes, or to forbear to give his or their 
vote or votes, in any such election ; such person so 
offending in any of the cases aforesaid shall, for every 
such offence, forfeit the sum of five hundred pounds of 
lawAil money of Great Britain, to be recovered as before 
directed, together with full costs of suit : and every per- 
son offending in any of the cases aforesaid, from and 
after judgment obtained against him in any such action 
of debt, bill, plaint, or information, or summary action, 
or prosecution, or being any otherwise lawfully convicted 
thereof, shall for ever be disabled to vote in any election 
of any member or members to Parliament; and also 
shall for ever be disabled to hold, exercise, or enjoy any 
office or franchise, to which he and they then shall, or at 
any time afterwards may be entitled, as a member of any 
city, borough, town corporate, or cinque-port, as if such 
person was naturally dead. 

§ 8. And be it fiurther enacted, by the authority afore- Offenders, 
said, that if any person offending against this act shall, mcmtibs^tf^I^ 
within the space of twelve months next a£ter such election ^« election 
as aforesaid, discover any other person or persons offend- othen, ij^em- 
ing against this act, so that such person or persons so '^^fi^- 
discovered be thereupon convicted, such person so disco- 
vering, and not having been before that time convicted of 
any offence i^inst this act, shall be indemnified, and 
discharged from all penalties and disabilities which he 
idhall then have incurred by any offence against this act. 

§9. And for the more effectual observance of this act, 20.2. c.24. 
be it enacted, that all and every the sheriffs, mayors, bai- J^^*^ ^ 
liffsy and other officers, to whom the execution of any turning officer 
writ or precept for electing finy n^ember or members to th^^" "*^ 
serve in Parliament shall belong or appertain, shall, and 
are hereby ir-equired, at the time of such election, imme- 
diately after the reading such writ or precept, read or 
cause to be read openly before the electors there assembled 
tibiB present act, aii4 e^ery clause th^ein coiitaiii^d;^ and 



M A NGS8T or THE 

And «t the the same shall also openly be read once in erery year, at 
2JJ^J^^ the general quarter sessions of the peace, to be holden 
^^**^' next after Easter, for any county or city ; and at every 

election of the chief magistrate in any borough, town 
corporate, or cinque>port ; and at the annual election ef 
magistrates and town counsellors for every borough within 
that part of Great Britain called Scotland. 

Ibd^ ^T** § ^^' ^^ ** ^* fiirther enacted, by the authorily afore- 
said, that every sheriff, under sheriff, mayor, bailiff, and 
other officer, to whom the execution of any writ or pre- 
cept for the electing of members to serve in Parliament 
doth belong, for every wilful offence, contrary to this act, 
ehall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds, to be recovered, 
tc^ether with ftdl costs of suit, in the mann^ before 
directed. 
Pimecntioii to § 11. Provided always, and it is hereby declared and 
^^^^^0 enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no person shall 
yean. be made liable to any incapacity, disability, forfeiture, or 

9G.8. €.38. penalty by this act laid or imposed, unless prosecution be 
U^i^totuiy commenced within two years after such incapacity, disabi- 
IfentXty, voleM lity, forfeiture or penalty shall be incurred, or in case of a 
•erred with prosecution, the same be carried on without a wilftd de- 
proceiB within l|^y . any thing herein contained to the contrary notwith- 

the offence. Standing. 

Act againgtoc- The Stat. 3. G. 3. c. 15., ^n Act to prevent occasional 
men voting!' Freemen from voting at Elections of Members to serve 
in Parliament for Cities and Boroughs. 

(To be read at all Elections where the Right of Election 
is in the whole^ or in part, in Freemen.) 

** Whereas great abuses have been committed in 

making freemen of corporations, in order to influence 

elections of members to serve in parliament, to the great 

infringement of the rights of freemen of such corporations. 

None to vote *^^ ^ *^® freedom of elections ; '^ to prevent such prac- 

Mfteemenat tioes for the fiiture^ Be it enacted by the kingV most ex- 
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oeUent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the electioni of 
lords spiritual and temporal, and commons in Parliament ^ch wTave* 
assembled, and by authority of the same, that from and ^ee^ admitted 
after the first day of May, 1763, no person whatsoever dom^eive' 
daiminfi^ as a freeman to vote at any election of members ™o^t*« before 

. . such election, 

to serve in ParUament, for any city, town, port, or 
borough, in England, Wales, and the town of Berwick- 
upon-Tweed, where such voter^s right of voting is as a 
freeman only, shall be admitted to give his vote at such 
election, unless such person shall have been admitted to 
the freedom of such city, town, port, or borough, twelve 
calendar rmynths before the first day of such election ; 
and if any person shall presume to give his vote as a 
freeman at any election of members to serve in Parlia- - 
ment, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, 
he shall for every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum 
of one hundred pounds to him, her, or them, who shall ^^ penalty of 
inform and sue for the same ; and the vote given by such 
person shall be void and of no effect. 

2. Provided always, that nothing herein contained 3 6.3. c.i5. 
shall extend, or be construed to extend to any person 5e"to thdr ' 
entitled to his freedom by birth, marriage, or servitude, freedom l^- 
according to the custom or usage of such city, town, rfage' or «er- 
port, or borough. ^^*",^5' «*- 

3. And be it further enacted, by the authority afore- p^^^^ ^^ 
said, that if any mayor, bailiff, sheriff, town-clerk, or antedating the 
other officer of any corporation, or other person whatso- any^^emim 
ever, shall wilftilly and fraudulently antedate, or cause, to 5oo/. 

be antedated, any admission of any freemen, such mayor, 
bailiff, sheriff, town-clerk, officer, or other person, shall, 
for every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of five 
hundred pounds to him, her, or them, who shall inform 
and sue for the same. 

4. And be it further enacted, by the authority afore- The books and 
said, that the mayor, bailiff, sheriff, town-clerk, or other ^P^^<J^^ 
oiEcer of any corporation, having the custody of, or power mea to be open 

D 2 
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to inspeetioB over, the records of the same, shall, upon the demand of 
^rad of the' ^^7 Candidate or his agent, or any two freemen, on the 
emdidate, his payment of one shilling, permit such candidate, agent, 
a°:„^ or freemen, between the hours of nine m the morning and 
p^jment of u. three in the afternoon, at any time before, and within one 
month after, any such election as aforesaid, to inspect the 
books and papers wherein the admission of freemen shall 
b^ entered ; and to have copies or minutes of the admis- 
and minutes of Qion of SO many freemen, as such candidate, agent, or 
to be^*Ven°^ freemen shall think fit, upon paying to such mayor, bailiff, 
paying reason- sheriff, town clerk, or other officer, a reasonable charge 
ingihewBme' ^^^ writing the same ; and such books and papers shall, 
ukd the books, jyf demanded by such candidate, agent, or freemen, be 
diiced»if£* produced by such mayor, bailiff, sheriff, town clerk, or 
manded, at other officer, at every election, and be referred to, in case 

eveiy election^ , ' ^ i.-i. n 

any dispute shall arise touchmg the right of any person 

to give his vote thereat; and if such mayor, bailiff, 

sheriff, town clerk, or other officer shall refrise or deny 

such candidate, agent, or freemen, the inspection of such 

books and papers, or to have copies or minutes thereof, 

dir shall refuse or neglect to produce such books and 

papers at any election, if demanded, and paid for in the 

manner hereinbefore set forth, such mayor, bailiff, sheviff, 

town clerk, or other officer, shall, for every such offence, 

on penalty of forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred poimds to him, 

100/. jjgy^ ^y them, who shall inform and sue for the same. •** 

The penalties ^' "^^^ ^ ^* further enacted, by the authority afore^ 

may be reqo- feaid, that all forfeitures or penalties laid or imposed by 

costs of suit, this act, shall be recovered with full costs of suit, by ac* 

ti6n of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in any of his 

Majesty's courts of record at Westminster ; wherein no 

essoin, protection, wager of law, or more than one hm 

parlance shall be allowed. 

ProTided the ^ Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted 

prosecution be and declared, by the authority aforesaid, that no person 

^S« yetr. Aallhe liable to any forfeitiue or penalty by this act laid 
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or imposed, unless prosecution be commtoded inthin oiie 
year after such forfeiture or penalty shall be incurred. 

7. And be it further enacted, by the authority afore- xwa apt to be 
said, that the returmng officer shall read or cause to be openly ^e^wi by 
rfead openly, this act, at the time of election of members officer at au' 
to serve in Parliament for cities, towns, ports, or boroughs, !j«ction8 by 
where the right of election is in the whole, or in part, in mediately after 
freemen as aforesaid, immediately after the reading of th^ ^j* ' *' 
act passed in the 2d year of his late Majesty^s reign, in;^ 

tituled. An act for the more effectual preventing briberjf 
and corruption in the elections of members to serve in 
Parliament 

8. And be it further enacted, by the authority lafor^ This dct not to 
said, that nothing in this act shall extend or be construct do^r Nor^^'* 
to extend, to the cities of London or Norwich. ^ • wich. 

The Form of the Candidate's Oath, to he taken {if re* Candidates 
, quired. Vid. p. 10. and 11.) by stat. 9 Ann. c.5. s, 5. ^^^^"^ 

J^ A, B. do swear, That I truly, and bona fde, have 
fluch an estate in law or equity, to and for my. own ucfe 
and benefit of or in lands, tenements, or hereditaments 
(over and above what will satisfy and clear all incum^ 
brances that may affect the same,) of the annwil value of 
[six hundred pounds for a knight of a shire, 'or three 
hundred pounds for any other place,] above reprizes, as 
doth qualify me to be elected and returned to serve as a 
member for the [county, city, town, or borough] of 
according to the tenor and true meaning of the Act of 
Parliament in that behalf; and that my isaid lands, tene- 
ment^, or hereditaments, are lying or being within tl^ 
parish, township, or prednct of or in the sever^ 

parishes, townships, or precincts of in the county of 

or in the several counties of [as the eafiie 

may be.] 
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The daih to be taken by Poll Clerks at Caimty Elee- 

tions. 
Poll Cldrks' As ho form ot oath is given in the statute, the poll 
SlrotiOTir7&^ clerks may be swom as follows : " I do swear that I trill 
W.s. c;2. at this election of a member (or members) to serVe in 
Parliament for the comity of , truly and indiffer- 
ently take the poll, and set down the name of each free- 
holder, and the place of his freehold, and for whom he 
shall poll, and to poll no freeholder, who is not sWom or 
put to his affirmation, if so legally required.'' 

So help me God« 

Oath to be taken by Poll Clerks in all Cities and 
Boroughs^ to be administered by the Returning Officer^ 
by25G. 3. c. 84. s. 7- [No form in the Statute.] 

Poll Clerks* I do swear, that I will, at this election of a member, or 

oaUim cities members, to serve in Parliament for the city, town, or bo- 

aod boroughs. ' . . 

rough (as the case may be,) of truly and indiffer- 

ently take the poll, and set down the name of each voter, 
and his addition, profession, or trade, and the place of 
his abode, and for whom he shall poll ; and I will poll 
no person who is not swom or put to his affirmation, if so 
legally required. So help me God. 

The Oath to be taken by Persons appointed tinder 
the stat. 34} G. 3. e. 73. s.l. to administer Oaths to 
Electors. 

34 G. 3. C.73. I do swear, that I will faithfully and impartially admi- 
appointed to nister the oaths of allegiance, supremacy, and abjuration, 
administer and the declaration of fidelity, and declaration or affir- 
mation of the effect of the said oath of abjuration to such 
persons as shall lawfully apply to me in that behalf, in 
order to qualify themselves to vote at this election ; an J 
that I will, on being thereunto requested, fairly and truly 
give to every such person, or any of them, who shall 
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take such oaths, or subscribe such declaration of fideBty, 
and make such declaration or affirmation of the effect of 
the said oath of abjuration, or either of them, before me, 
a certificate thereof, according to the direction of an Act . 
of Parliament, made in the thirty-fourth year of the rei^ 
of his Majesty, king George the third, intituled. An Ad ' 
for directing the appointment of commissioners to ad-^ 
minister certain oaths and declarations, required by ' 

law to be taken and made by persons offering to vote at 
the election of members to serve in parliament ; and that 
I will not give such certificate to any person before he 
shall have taken such oath or oaths, or made or subscribed 
such declaration, or declarations, affirmation or affirma- 
tions, as shall be mentioned in such certificate before me 
in my presence. So help me God. 

Form of a Certificate of taking the Oaths before a 
Commissioner^ under stat» 34 G. 3. c. 73. s, 2. 

A. B. [naming the person taking the oath] of [naming Certificate of 
the place of such person'' s abode, and his addition or ^°^^^^^ 
occupation] has taken the oath or oaths, of [naming 
the said oath or oaths, so administered] before me, this 
day of C. D. 

Form of a Certificate of Quakers subscribing the This will ©x- 
Declaration of Fidelity, and affirming the Effect of^^ ^""^ 
the Oath of Abjuration before a Commissioner, under 
Stat. 34 G. 3. c. 73. s. 2. 

A. B. [naming the person subscribing or affirming] of Certificate of 
[naming the place of such per sorts abode, and his addL ^l^j^gf^ 
tional occupation] has made and subscribed the declara- 
tion of fidelity, and affirmed the effect of the oath of 
abjuration, [or, if only one of those acts has been done, 
then naming stcch one act only] before me, this 
day of C. D. 

D 4 
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The Oath ta betaken b^ persona appirinied tnufeff 
the ^at 42 G, 3. c. 62. s. 1. to administer Oaths ^. 

Z^of^^^ I do swear, that I wiU faithfuUy and impartially admi- 

Appointed Imiti the oaths, and take the declarations and affirma^ 

oadig, decliSi- ^^^^i ^^^ required by law to be taken or made by voters 

^B, and at electiohis for menlb^ns to serve in Parliament, to and 

fi-idm such persons as shall kwfuUy apply to me in that' 

behaF, in order to qualify themselves to Vote at this^ 

flection : And that I will, on being thereunto requei^ted, 

fairly and truly give to every such person, or any of thern^ 

who shall take such oaths, or make such declafati^mis Or 

affirmations respectively, or any of them, before in6, '€ 

4)eiiificate thereof; and that I will not ^Ve stich eeitifi^*' 

cate to lady person before he shall have taken such oath 

md^, soin or oaths, or make such declaration or declarations, afflr^ 

*^ ^^' mation or affirmations respectively, as dhall be mentioned 

in such certificate, before me, and in my presence. * ' 

So help me Qod.' ' 

Oatii o^ aUegi- 7%^ Qath of JUegionce directed to be taken bp'J^S 
ance,vi .p. 15 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ altered by stat, 1 G. 1. st.2. 

c. ISv s%l. 

I, A. B, do sincerely promise apd swear, that I will be 
&ithf\il, and bear true allegiance to his Majesty king 
George. So help me Gbd. • 



7%e Oath of Supremacy as altered by thelG. 1. st^2. 

e. 13w s. 7* 

Oath of Supre- 1, A. S. do swear, that I do from my heart abhor, detect, 
^ ii^* ^ ' and abjure, as impious and heretical, that damnable 
doctrine aind position, that princes excommimicated or 
deprived by the Pope, or any authority of the See of 
Rome, may be deposed or murdered by their subjects, 
or illy other whatsoever. And I do declare that no 
foreign prince, penscm, prelate, state, or potentate, hath, 
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bp ought to have, any jurisdictioii^ power^ iuperiority, 
pre-eminence, or authority, ecdesia^dd or spiritual, 
within this reabn. So help me 6od« 

The Declaration of Fidelity^ appointed to he made This will ex- 

* * • • ■ 

and subscribed by Quakers^ instead of the two pr^^J^^^^^«^ 
c^mg oathsj by stat, 8 G. 1. c. 6. s. 1. instead of fhe .', 

Irmation of 1 W. ^ M. gtat. 1. c. 18. required bjf -^ 

7<J-8 W. 3. c. 27. 

^Ji.B* do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare^ Declaration of 
th|i,t X ^U be true and fiuthfiil to king George ; and do ^ ^^' 
solemnly, sincerely, and truly profess, testify, and dedare^ 
tl^t I do from my heart abhor, detest, and renounce, a^ 
iiQpious and heretical, that wicked doctrine and position^ 
that princes excommunicated or depriyed by the Fope^ 
or any authority of the See of Rome, may be deposed 
oisjnurdered by their subjects, or any other whatsoeven • 
And I do declare, that no foreign prince, person, prelate^ < ^ 
state, or potentate, hath or ought to have any power, 
jiurisdiction, superiority, pre-eminence, or authority, 
ecclesiastical or spiritual, within this realm. 

The Oath of Abjuration, {required by the 6 A, c. 23. 
s, 13.) altered by I G. 1. st, 1. c.l3. a. I. and as the same 
is, now to be taken. {Stat. 6 G.3. c. 53. s.l.) 

If A. B. do truly and sincerely acknowledge, profess, oath of abjitf-> 
testify, and declare in my conscience, before God and the ^^^^' 
woUd, that our sovereign lord king George is lawful and 
rightful king of this realm, and all other his Majesty's 
dominions and countries thereunto belonging. And I 
do solemnly and sincerely declare, that I do believe 
in my conscience, that the person pretended to be 
prince of Wales during the life of the late king James, 
and since his decease, pretending to be and taking upon 
himself the stile and title of king of England by the 
name of James the third, or of Scotland by the name 
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of James the eighth, or the stile and tide of Idiq; of 
Great Britain, hath not any right or title whatsoever to 
the crown of this realm or any other the dominions 
thereto belonging; and I do renounce, refiise, .and 
abjure any allegiance or obedience to him. And I do 
swear that I will bear faith and true allegiance to his 
Majesty king George, and him will defend to the utmost 
of my power, against all traitorous conspiracies and 
attempts whatsoever which shall be made against his 
person, crown and dignity. And I will do my utmost 
endeavour to disclose and make known to his Majesty and 
bis successors, all treasons and traitorous conspiracies 
which I shall know to be against him, or any of them. 
And I do faithfully promise, to the utmost of my power 
to support, maintain, and defend the succession of the 
crown against him the said James, and all other perfipns 
whatsoever ; which succession, by an act, intituled, An 
Act for the further limitation of the crown and better 
securing the rights and liberties of the subject^ is and 
stands limited to the princess Sophia, elcctoress and 
duchess dowager of HanoverJ and the heirs of her body, 
being Protestants. And all these things I do plainly 
and sincerely acknowledge and swear, according to th^se 
express words by me spoken, and according to the plain 
and common sense and understanding of the same words, 
without any equivocation, mental evasion, or secret reser-t 
vation whatsoever; and I do make this recognition^ 
acknowledgment, abjuration, renunciation, and promise, 
heartily, willingly, and truly, upon the true faith of a 
Christian. So help me God. . < \ 

By the 10 G. 1. c 4. it was enacted in favour of Jews, that when 
they should present themselves to take this Oath, the words " upon the 
true faith of a Christian" should be omitted. 
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The Affirmation of Atjuration to be taken fiy This will ex- 
QuakerSy appointed by etat. 8 G. 1. c. 6. *. 1. raWans. ^ 

I, A. B. do solemnly, sincerely, and truly acknowledge. Affirmation of 
profess, testify, and declare, that king George is lawful ^^^^ ^^'. 
and rightftd king of this realm, and of all other his do- has been 
minions and countries thereunto belonging: and I do ^^gjl^ngAis 
solemnly and sincerely declare, that I do believe the according to 
person pretended to be the Prince of Wales, during the abjuration ii 
life of the late king James, and, since his decease, pre^ 
tending to be and taking upon himself the stile and title 
of king of England by the name of James the third, or of 
Scotland by the name of James the eighth, or the stile 
and title of king of Great Britain, hath not any right or 
title whatsoever to the crown of this realm, nor any other 
the dominions thereunto belonging ; and I do renounce 
and refuse any allegiance or obedience to him : And I 
do solemnly promise, that I will be true and faithful, and 
bear true allegiance to king George, and to him will be 
&ithful against all traitorous conspiracies and attempts 
whatsoever, which shall be made against his person, 
crown, or dignity : And I will do my best endeavours to 
disclose and make known to kii^ George, and his suc- 
cessors all treasons and traitorous conspiracies which I 
shall know to be against him or any of them : And I will 
be true and faithful to the succession of the crown against 
him the said James, and all other persons whatsoever, as 
the same is and stands settled by an Act, intituled. An 
Act declaring the rights and liberties of the subjects^ 
and settling the succession of the crown to the late 
Queen Anne^ and the heirs of her- body being Protest^ 
ants; and as the same, by one other act, intituled, An act 
for the further limitation of thecrown^ and better secur- 
ing the rights and liberties of the subject^ is, and stands 
settled and entailed, after the decease of the said late 
queen, and for default of issue of the said late queen, to 
the late princess Sophia, electoress and duchess dowager 
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of Hfttiover, and the heirs of her body, being Prot^sta&ti. 
And all these things 1 do plainly and sincerely ackn^wl 
ledge, promise, and declare, according to these elrpresii 
words by me spoken, and according to the plain and 
common sense and tmderstanding of the same iroMs^ 
without any equivocation, mental evasion, or secret reset*- 
vation whatsoever; and I do make this recognition, itdi 
knowledgment, renunciation, and promise, heartily, wit-^ 

lingly, and truly. 

The Form appointed by stat. 8 G» 1» c. 6. 8. 1. in 
which the Effect of the Freeholder's Oaths is to be ad- 
ministered to Quakers. 

This will ex- 1^ A. B, do solemnly, sincerely, and truly declare andl 

tend to Mora- ^flj^^ ' 



Tians. 



e 



The Freeholder's Oath at Elections for Knights lojf 
Shires, appointed by 18 G. 2. c. 18. s.l. - ■ "' 

^dTf °^kn"ht« ^^^ t®^^"' ^^^^^9 (^^» being one of the people otll^ 

of shires, Quakers, [or Moravians,] solemnly affirm,) that you are a 

VI .p. 15. freeholder in the coimty of , and have 

a freehold estate, consisting of (specifying the 

nature of such freehold estate, whether messuage, land, 

rent, tythe, or what else ; and if such freehold estate 

consists in messuages, lands or tythes, then specifying 

in whose occupation the same are ; and if in rent, tliep 

specifying the names of the owners or possessors of the* 

lands or tenements out of which such rent is issuing, oi^* 

of some or one of them) lying or being at "^' 

in the county of of the yearly value* d? 

8. 6. No tax forty shillings, over and above all rents and charge^ 

ment^h^o- Payable out of or in respect of the same ; and that you 

ever to be }iB,Ye been in the actual possession or Teceipt of the reiifis 

deemed withm ,/.i^o 

the meaning of and profits thereof, for your own use, above twelve ca- 

Snaation' lendar months, or that the same came to you within (he 

time aforesaid, by descent, marriage, 'miafrii^e ^etileia^^^^' 
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devijBe or promotion to a benefice in a church, or by pro- 
motion to an office; and that such freehold estate has 
not been granted or made to you fraudulently, on purpose 
^.qu^ify you to give your vote ; and that the place of 
ypyr abode is at 

in . and that you are twenty-one 

years of age, as you believe ; and that you have not 
bee^ polled before at this election. 

Tfie Freeholder's Oath for Cities and Towns being 
Counties, appointed by 19 G. 2. c. 28. «. 1. 

You shall swear, (or, being a Quaker, [or Moravian] so- Freeholders 
lemnly affirm) that you have a freehold estate, consisting M^towns be- 
ef . (specifying the nature of such free- ^^« cowtiei, , 
nold estate, whether messuage, land, rent, tythe, or what 
else ; and if such freehold estate consists in messuages, 
londs or tythes, then specifying in whose occupation the 
same are ; and if rent, then specifying the names of the 
owners or possessors of the lands or tenements out of 
which such rent is issuing, or of some or one of them) 
lying or being in the city and county, or town and county 
(as the same may be) of of the clear 
yearly value of forty shillings, over and above all rents g, e. No tax 
and charges payable out of or in respect of the same ; "*® **' ?*®®"* 
and that you hav^ been in the actual possession or re- ever to be 
deipt of the rents and profits thereof, for your own ujse, the meanlnff^ 
above twelve calendar months ; or that the same came to this oath or 

'•)'•■.. • . A • 1 1 1 ^ • affirmation. 

you withm the time aforesaid, by descent, marriage, 

marriage settlement, devise, or promotion to a benefice 

in a church, or by promotion to an office ; and that such 

freeho^ estate has not been granted or made to you 

fraddmently, on purpose to qualify you to give your 

vote; and that the place of your abode is at ' . ' 

in and that you are twenty-one 

years of age as you believe; and that you have not been , 

polled before at this election. , ^ ;i>iait!i' 



, • /I / 
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Land-tax as- 
sessment. 



Farm of Assessment of Land Taa in the Sehedtde to 
20 G. 3. c. 17. as required by s. 3. 

County of N, to wit, \ An assessment made 

For the parish of >in pursuance of an 

in the said county. / act of Parliament 

passed in the year of his Majesty's reign, 

for granting an aid to his Majesty by a land tax to be 
raised in Great Britain, for the service of the year I7 • 



Names of Proprietors. 


Names of Occupiers. 


Sums Assessed. 


A. B. 


Himself. 
CD. 
CD. 
G.H. 

N.O. 

[ \^- ] 

C T.U. 3 
day of 




A. B 




E F 




C D 




J.K. -> 
& > 




L.M. i 
P.Q. 

Signed this 




17 



by us, A. B. 7 a 

C D \ Assessors, 



The Oath to he taken by Electors in all cases where 
no other than the Bribery Oath, the Oaths of Alle- 
giance, Supremacy, and Abjuration, were before re- 
quired, 25 G. 3. c. 84. s. 6. 

I do swear, (or being a Quaker [orMoravian^ do affirm) 
That my name is A. B. and that I am (specifying 

whwe^a^^art?- ^^^ addition, profession, or trade of such person), and 
cuiar oath is that the place of my abode is at in 

the county of (and if it is a town 

consisting of more streets than one, specifying what 
street) ; and that I have not before polled at this elec- 
tion ; and that I verily believe myself to be of the fiill 
age of twenty-one years. 



Oath of elect- 
ors in cities, 
towns, or bo- 



provided. 
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The Oath to be taken in Landcm^ 11 G. 1. c. 18. 8. 1. 

You do swear, {or being a Quaker^ do affirm), That London, oath. 
you are a freeman of London, and a liveryman of the 
company of and have so been for 

the space of twelve calendar months ; and that the place 
of your abode is at in 

and that you have not polled at this election. 

So help you God. 

The oath against bribery, vid. 2 G. 2. c. 24. s. 1. ^^^^'^3^'^' 
ante^ p. 30. 
For the oaths in Norwich, see 3 G. II. c. 8. s. 1. ; in ^^ 9*?*^ 

^1 OTWich 

Coventry, 21 G. III. c. 54. s. 7- ; and for the freeholders vid. p. 51. 
entitled to vote at New Shoreham, 11 G. III. c. 55. s. 4.; ^7®°^' 

^ via. p. 05. 

at Cricklade, 22 G. III. c. 31. s. 4. ; and at Aylesbury, New Shore- 
44 G. III. c. 60. s. 3. The other electors at these three cricidader ' 
last places must take the oath directed by 25 G. III. 7<^' P-^^* 

/ Aylesbury, 

C. 84. S. O. vid. p. 72. 

Farm of a Proclamation for closing the Poll, at an 

Election. 

Oyez, oyez, oyez. All the electors of {the cown/y Prociamatioii 
of citffof arlxyroughof ^^closing the 

as the case may be) who have not yet given their votes, 
and who intend to poll at this election of members to 
serve in Parliament for the said {as the 

case may be) are to come in and poll forthwith, notice be^ 
ing hereby given that the poll is now about to be closed. 

Indenture of Return for a County. 

This indenture, made in ftdl county at a special indenture, 
cotinty court for the county of holden at Retum to the 

in and for the said county, on the 

day of in the year of the reign of 

our sovereign lord king George the fourth, &c. ; and in 
the year of our Lord between A. B. 
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Esq. sherift* of the said county, of the one part ; and 
C. D. E. F. &c., and many other persons of the county 
aforesaid, and electors of knights to Parliament for the 
said county, of the other part ; witnesseth, that pro- 
clamation being made by the said sheriff, by virtue of and 
according to a writ of our sovereign lord the king, 
directed to the said sheriff, and hereunto annexed, for 
the electing of two knights, of the most fit and discreet 
of the said county, girt with swords, to serve in a cer- 
tain Parliament to be holden at the City of Westminster, 
on the day of next ensuing, the said parties 

to these presents together with the major part of the 
electors for the county aforesaid present in the fiill 
county of at aforesaid on the day of the date 

hereof by virtue of the said writ, and according to the 
force and effect of divers statutes, in that case made and 
provided, have in the said ftdl county of by unani- 

mous assent and consent, truly and indifferently elected 
and chosen, two knights of the most fit sind discreet of 
the said county, girt with swords to wit, of and 

of &c. to be knights to the said Parliament, 
so to be holden at the day and place in that behaJf here- 
inbefore mentioned for the commonalty of the county of 
giving and granting to the aforesaid knights fvll 
and suificient power for themselves, and the commonalty 
of the same county, to do and consent to those things, 
which, in the said Parliament by the Common Council of 
the kingdom of our said lord the king, (by the blessing 
of God) shall happen to be ordained upon the affairs in 
the said writ specified. In witness whereof the parties 
to these presents have hereunto interchangeably set their 
hands and seals, the day and year first above written, 

A. B. 
C. D. 
E. F. 
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Retf4/m to the Precept, 

This indenture, made at the city, town, or borough of indenture, 
in the county of the day of ixl the Return to the 

year of the reign of, &c. and in the year of our 
ford 18 ; between esq. sheriff of the said 

county, of the one part, and mayor or bailiff of 

the said city, town, or borough, and esq. and 

esq. esq. and esq. and others, citizens or 

burgesses of the aforesaid city, town, or borough, Ijy 
virtue of a certain precept, under the seal of the said Tlie persons 
sheriff, made and directed to the said mayor or bailiff, ^Hzensor bur- 
Bearing date the day of instant, have jesses of the 
ifreely and indifferently elected esq. and borough.^' 
es<J. citizens or burgesses of the city, town, or borough 
aforesaid, the most sufficient and discreet to be at the 
Parliament of our said lord the king, tp behqldQn.jat 
Westminster, the day of pcjxt ensuing, 
which said A. K. and G. N. have fi^l and sufficieiit 
power for them the said electors, for themselves #nd th^ 
iibinmonalty of the said city, town, or 'borough, to 4p and 
consent to those things whiqh then and there^ by the 
common council of the kingdom of Great Britain (by 
the blessing of God) shall happen to be ojdained upon 
ihe affairs in the said Parliament to he treated o£ In 
witness whereof, as well the said sheriff, as the said 
.mayor or bailiff, and citizens or burgesses,^ have here- 
unto interchangeably set their hands ^nd ^eali$, the day 
ind year fir«t above within, 

' G. K., W, P, and others. 

The Writ for the County Palatine of Lartcaster^ Indorsement 
upon its return by the Sheriff' to the Chancellor of th^ on writ. 
County Palatine^ is thus indorsed by him,* vid.next page. 

* The writs for t\xe cinque poirts are indorsed to the same effect by the 
officer, to whom they are directed in the first instance, and who ultimately 
return them vcith tlis indeiKliiiie into the crown office. 

E 
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Norwich act. 



Preamble. 



" The answer of the right honorable chancellor 

of the county paktme of L.to this writ." 

By virtue of this writ to me directed and delivered, 
by another writ under the county palatine of L. withm 
mentioned, and directed to the sheriff of the said county; 
I commanded the said sheriff, as within I am com^ 
manded, which said sheriff, to wit, esq. in answ^ 

to the said writ saith, that the execution of the said writ 
appears in certain indentures hereunto annexed. i 

By the same Chancellor. 

3 G. 2. c. 8., An Act for the better Regulating EleC" 
tions in the City of Norwich^ and for preserving the 
Peace J good Order ^ and Government of the said City, 

Whereas many unhappy controversies and dissensions 
have of late years arisen in the city of Norwich, at the 
elections of citizens to serve in Parliament, and also of 
mayors, sheriffs, aldermen, and common councilmen of 
and for the said city, touching the legality and validity 
of the votes of many persons, who in such elections have 
offered to vote : and whereas the time appointed by the 
charters of the said city is not sufficient to elect so great 
a number of common councilmen for each great ward, as 
are thereby yearly directed to be chosen, when such elec- 
tions happen to be controverted: And whereas great 
differences and dissensions have arisen between the mayor, 
sheriffs, and aldermen, and the commons of the common 
council of the said city, in or concerning the making or 
passing of acts, orders, or ordinances in common council, 
or assembly (rf the representative body of the said city, 
which have often obstructed the public business and con- 
cerns thereof: now to the intent that a stop may be put 
to all such controversies and dissensions as aforesaid, 
touching the legality of voters, that the number of com- 
mon councilmen may be yearly elected, and that the 
public business of the said chy may not be^obstnieted. 
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be it enacted by the king's most excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the lords spiritual 
and temporal, and commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that from 
and ai^er the twenty fifth day of April, one thousand 
seven hundred and thirty, every person, before he is ad- 
mitted to poll as a freeman at any election of a citizen 
and citizens to serve for the said city of Norwich in 
Parliament, shall take the oath herein first afrer mentioned, 
or, being one of the people called quakers, solemnly af- 
firm the eflTect thereof ; that is to say. 

You do swear that you are, and for twelve calendar Freemen's oath 
months have been, admitted a freeman of the city of pg^Jf^g^^ °^ 
Norwich, and that you have not been before polled at this men. 
election, or [in case of an election for two citizens'] but 
for one person. 

So help you God. 

And in case of any election of a mayor or sheriff of 
the said city, every person, before he is admitted to poll 
at such election, shall, instead of the oath or affirmation 
required in an act made in the ninth year of the reign of 
his late Majesty king George the first, [intituled. An act 
for the better qualifying the manufacturers of stuffs and 
yams in the city of Norwich, and liberties thereof, to 
bear offices of magistracy in the said city, and for regu- 
lating elections of such officers] to be taken at such 
elections, take the oath next hereinafter mentioned, dr, 
being one of the people called quakers, solemnly affirm 
the effect thereof; that is to say, 

You do swear that you are, and for twelve calendar Of mayors and 
months have been, admitted a freeman of the city of®^®"^®' 
Norwidi, and for six calendar months last past have been 
an inhabitant within the liberties thereof, and that you 
have not been before polled at this election. 

• So help you G^ 

E 2 
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And in case of any election of any alderman or com- 
mon councilmen for the said city, every person (except 
such as are and shall be placed in any of the hospitals 
or workhouses of the said city, or are or shall be prisoners 
for debt in the common gaol, or other prisons of the said 
city) before he is admitted to poll at such election, shall, 
instead of the oath or aflSrmation required by the before 
mentioned act to be taken at such elections, take the oath 
next herein after mentioned, or, being one of the people 
called quakers, solemnly affirm the effect thereof; that is 
to say, 

Of common ^^^ ^° swear that you are, and for twelve calendar 

councilmen. months have been, admitted a freeman of the city of 
Norwich, and for six calendar months last past have been 
an inhabitant within the ward of [mentioning 

the ward for which such election is made] and that you 
have not been before polled at this election. 

So help you God. 

And to prevent disputes which may arise touching the 
votes of such persons, who are or shall be placed in any 
of the hospitals or workhouses of the said city, or pri- 
soners for debt in the common gaol, or other prisoxis of 
the said city ; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that no person or persons, who now is or are, or hereafter, 
shall be placed in any hospitals or workhouses erected or 
settled, or that shall be erected or settled in or for the 
said city, or is, or are, or shall be a prisoner or prisoners 
for debt in the common gaol, or other prisons of the said 
city, shall be admitted to poll at any elections of any 
alderman or common councilmen, save only at such 
elections as shall happen for that ward in which he shall 
have inhabited six calendar months immediately preced- 
ing his being placed in such hospital or workhouse, or 
immediately preceding his imprisonment for debt in such 
common gaol, or other prisons, and before such person as 
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aforesaid shall be admitted to poll at such election as 
aforesaid, he shall take the oath next hereinafter men- 
tioned, or, being one of the people called Quakers, so- 
lemnly affirm the effect thereof; that is to say, 

You do swear, that you are, and for twelve calendar The oath of 
months have been, admitted a freeman of the city of ^^^^^^^^J^ °*" 
Norwich, and was an inhabitant in the ward of pnsouera. 

[mentioning the ward for which such election is made^ 
six calendar months immediately preceding your being 
placed into the hospital [if an hospital man^ or into the 
workhouse [if in the workhouse] or immediately pre- 
ceding your imprisonment [if a prisoner for debt] and 
that you have not been before polled at this election. 

So help you God. 

And if any person or persons shall refiise or neglect to RefusiDg to 
take the oaths hereby respectively appointed to be taken, orpdidfsal^*^ 
or, being a Quaker shall refiise to make such solemn at lowed. 
firmations as aforesaid (which oaths or affirmations the 
mayor for the time being, or his deputy, or such sworn 
clerks as shall by him or his deputy be appointed, are 
hereby authorised to administer) then, and in every such 
case, the poll or vote of such person or persons so neglect- 
ing or refiising, shall be, and the same is hereby declared 
to be null and void, and as £uch shall be rejected and 
disallowed. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in One of the 
every election, which shall be for a citizen or citizens to ^^^^^^* ?^^- 

J ' ^ ^ ^ ^ may go mto 

serve for the said city of Norwich in Parliament, or for the prisons to 
a mayor^ sheriff, alderman, or common councilmen, of there. ^^°*®^ 
the said city, one of the checks, a swearer, and a clerk 
belonging or appertaining to the poll book of any candi- 
date or candidates at such election, shall be admitted to 
go into the common gaol or any other prison of the said 
city, to take the votes of such freemen confined therein 
for ddbt, as shall have a right to vote at such election, 

E f9 
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and the sheriffs, gaoler, or prison keepers for the time 
being, are hereby required to admit such check, swewer, 
and clerk, to go into the said common gaol and other 
prisons, and to take the votes of such prisoners as afore- 
said upon the penalty of fifty pounds of lawfiil money 
of Great Britain, upon every refiisal to admit such check, 
swearer, and clerk, as aforesaid. 
The oaths And be it fiirther enacted by the authority aforesaid, 

taken hy ^ *^** upou every election for a mayor, sheriff, alderman, 
electors, if or common councilmen of the said city, every person 

reQuired. j ». 

This does not having a right to vote or poll at such election or elections, 
ele^t^ons* f ^hall, before he be admitted to poll thereat, if required 
members of by any one of the checks, at any poll, first take the 
par ament. Q^ths, in and by an act made in the first year of the reign 
of his late Majesty king George the first, (intituled. An 
act for the further security of his Majesty^s person and 
government, and the succession of the crown in the heirs 
of the late princess Sophia being protestants, and for 
extinguishing the hopes of the pretended prince of Wales, 
and his open and secret abettors] appointed to be taken, 
or, being one of the people called Quakers, shall, if re- 
quired as aforesaid, solemnly affirm the effect thereof; 
and if any person or persons shall, being required there- 
unto as aforesaid, reftise or neglect to take the said oaths 
by the said act appointed to be taken, or to affirm the 
effect thereof, as aforesaid, that then the poll or vote of 
such person or persons refiising as aforesaid, shall be, and 
the same is hereby declared to be null and void, and as 
such shall be rejected and disallowed, and the presiding 
officer for the time being, at all and every the respective 
elections aforesaid, and such sworn clerks as shall be by 
him appointed, are hereby respectively authorized and 
empowered to administer the above mentioned oaths and 
affirmations ; and if any such presiding officer or sworn 
clerks shall neglect or refiise so to do, every such officer 
and sworn clerk,' shall for every such refiisal forfeit and 
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pay the sum of fifty pounds of lawful money of Great 
Britain, besides costs of suit. 

And be it hereby further enacted, that if any person Punishment 
OT persons shall wilftdly, falsely, and corruptly, take the ^^^ perj^«y» 
said oaths or affirmations set forth aiid appointed to be ^ 
taken in and by this act, or any of them, and be thereof 
lawfiilly convicted by indictment or information, every 
person so ofiending shall fi^r every such offence incur and 
sufier such penalties, forfeitures, and disabilities, as per- 
sons convicted of wilftd and corrupt perjury, at the common 
law are liable unto. 

And to the end that the number of common council- 
men appointed by the charters of the city of Norwich to 
be chosen for each great ward of the said city may be 
yearly elected, be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, Three common 
that for the future no more than three common council- counciimen 

tor each greftt 

men for each great ward of the said city shall be yearly ward, 
elected by the freemen of each great ward, upon the days 
appointed £ot such elections by the charters of the said 
oity ; and that such three common coundlmen shall be 
elected at one poll^ and that every elector at such election 
shall (after having taken the oath or affirmation by this 
act appointed to be taken and made) declare to the derk 
the names of such candidates as h0 shall poll for, not ex- 
ceeding the number of three. 

And be it enacted, that the three common council-men who are to 
so elected as aforesaid for each great ward, or the major ®^®?*.*^® '*- 
part of them, shall within forty eight hours time after ber of common 
such their elections, or within six days after such scruti- ^^^^^^ ^^' 
nies, as shall be demanded on their polls, are finished, 
upon notice thereof &om the mayor for the time being, 
or his deputy, elect, and fill up the remaining number of 
common couneilmen directed to be elected by the charteics 
of the said city for each great ward, for which such three 
common couneilmen shall be elected ; and if the three 
comm(m couneilmen so chosen as aforesaid, or the major 

£ 4 
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part of them, shall ndt, within the time aforesaid, elect 
such remaining number of common councibnen as is 
herein befort direct^d^ and deliver ih wtitin^ to the 
m^yor for the time being, or his deputy, the names of 
such common councilmen so by them elected as aforesaid, 
that then every of the three common councilmen so 
chosen for each jgreat ward as aforesaid, who shall neglect 
Or refuse to make such election, atid to delivfer in writing 
to the mayor for the time being, or his deputy^ the 
names of such common councilmen by them respectively 
elected, shall forfeit the simi of fifty pounds. 
Such election And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the 
remaining number of common councilmen, to be elected 
for each great ward by the three common councilmen to 
bk chosen as aforesaid, shall be as effectually of the com- 
nion council, as if they had been elected by the freemen 
of their respective v^asds ; aAy charter^ law, custom, or 
usage to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding. 
Vacancies to And be it ftirther enacted, that if any person who 
48 hours d'ter shall be elected of the. common coilncil, as aforesaid, shall 
notice. refuse to serve, or shall happen to die, the three first 

common councilmen entered in the assembly book for 
the ward, where such vacancy shall happen, "who shall be 
then living, are hereby required, in forty eight hours 
after notice of the same from the mayor for the time 
beings to fill up such vacancy, by electing others to serve 
in their stead, for the remaining palrt of the year. 
The pregiding And t6 prevetit any disputes concerning the presiding 
elections. ojBScer at the elections of a mayor, sheriff, alderman, and 
common counciltnen of the said city, and such scrutinies 
as shall be demanded thereupon, be it ftirther enacted, 
that the mayor for the time being, or his deputy appointed 
by him, under his hand and seal ; and in case of the 
death of the mayor for the time being, the surviving 
justice pf the peace, who last served the office of mayor, 
shall be the presiding officer at every election of a mayor, 
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shenff^ aldennan, and common coundlmen, and such scrU'' 
tinies as shall be demanded thereupon. 

And be it further enacted, that no person shall be None but 
subject to be elected into the office of sheriff of the city be chosen 
of Norwich, who is not an inhabitant thereof at the time s^^nffs. 
of such election. 

' And to the intent that a final end may be put to all No act valid 
disputes between the mayor, sheriffs, and aldermen, and of the major 
the commons of the common council of the said city, P*^» ^®- 
touching the making or passing of acts, orders, or ordi-> 
nances, in common council or assembly, and that no act, 
order, or ordinance may for the future be made or passed 
in common council or assembly, without the full consent 
of the representative body of the said city, according 
to the ancient constitution of the same ; be it enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, that no act, order, or ordinance 
whatsoever, at any time from and after the twenty-fifth 
day of April, one thousand seven hundred and thirty, 
shall be made or passed in the common council or assem- 
bly of the representative body of the said city, without 
the assent of the mayor, sheriffs^ and aldermen present 
at such common council or assembly, or the mojor part 
of them, nor without the assent of the comihons present 
at such common council or assembly, or the major part 
of them ; any law, usage, or custom to the contrary in 
any wise notwithstanding. 

Provided always, and it is hereby declared, that nothing Mayors to no^ 
in this act contained shall extend, or be construed to ex- l^^^n^J^ 
tend, to prevent or hinder the mayor electa and the mayor 
for the time being, to nominate and appoint for the time 
of his mayorality a sword bearer, two ward officers, and 
such other infeitor officers, as have- been customary for 
the mayor elect, and mayor for the time being, to no- 
minate. 
. And to the end that the necessary business of the said P«i»aity o" 

, 1 11. ,11 , . absence from 

city may not be neglected, be it enacted by the autbonty the quarterly 

• assemblies. 
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aforesaid, that the mayor for the time being shall, and he 
is hereby required to summon the sheriffs, aldermen, and 
common councilmen of the said city, to meet at the 
quarterly assemblies according to custom ; and if one of 
the sheriffs, and the major part of the aldermen, and 
common councilmen, shall neglect to meet at the Guild- 
hall of the said city, at the time appointed by the mayor 
for the time being, for holding an assembly, upon notice 
being left in writing at their respective houses, at least 
twenty four hours before the time appointed for such 
meeting, then such sheriff, alderman, and common coun- 
cilmen, as shall be absent, shall forfeit the sum of five 
shillings over and above such prosecutions as they may 
be subject to by law ; and that every sheriff, alderman, 
and common councilman, who shall depart from any as- 
sembly without the consent of the mayor for the time 
being, shall forfeit the sum of ten shillings, to be paid 
to the chamberlain for the use and benefit of the said 
city, over and above such prosecutions as they may be 
subject to by law. 
Penalties, bow And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that aQ 
covered? penalties and forfeitures by this act imposed (except the 
forfeitures of five shillings and ten shillings) shall be 
prosecuted and recovered by action of debt, in any of his 
Majesty^s courts of record at Westminster, in the name 
of the chamberlain of the said city for the time being, and 
when recovered shall go and be to and for the use and 
benefit of the said city, and that the forfeitures of five 
shillings and ten shillings shall be levied by distress and 
sale of the offender'^s goods, by warrant under the hands 
and seals of any two of his Majesty^s justices of the peace 
of the said city, and paid to the chamberlain of the said 
city, restoring the offenders the overplus, if any be. 
Public act. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that this 

act shall in all courts and places be taken and deemed to 
be a public act, and shall be judicially taken notice of as 
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such, by all judges, justices, and courts whatsoever, 
without specially pleading the same. 

11 G. III. C. 55., An act to incapacitate John 
Burnett, 4*c. and others from voting at Elections 
of members to serve in Parliament, and for the pre- 
venting Bribery and Corruption in the Election of 
Members to serve in Parliament for the Borough of 
New Shoreham, in the Cou/nty of Stissew, 

Whereas a wicked and corrupt society calling itself 
the Christian Society, hath for several years subsisted in 
the borough of New Shoreham in the county of Sussex, 
and consisted of a great majority of persons having a 
right to vote at elections of members to serve in Parlia- 
ment for the said borough ; and whereas it appears that 
the chief end of the institution of the said society,^aB 
for the purpose of selling, &om time to time, the seat or 
seats in Parliament for the said borough ; and whereas 
John Burnett, &c. and others were members of tlid 
said society : in order therefore to prevent such unlawfiil 
practices for the future, and that the said borough from 
henceforth be duly represented in Parliament ; be it enac- 
ted, &c. that the said John Burnett, &c. and others, 
shall be, and by virtue of this act are, from lienceforth 
incapacitated and disabled from giving any vote at any 
election for the choosing a member or members to serve 
in Parliament. 

2. And be it farther enacted by the authority afore- Freeholders . 
said, that from henceforth it shall and may be lawful to of'a^ejto vo^ 
and for every freeholder, being above the age of twenty- 
(me years, who shall have within the rape of Brambe!r, 
in the said county of Sussex, a freehold of the clear 
yearly value of forty shillings, to give his vote at every 
election of a burgess or burgesses to serve in Parliament, 
for the said borough o£ New Shoceham. 
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Right of eiec- 3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
' * that the right of election of a member or members to 

serve in Parliament for the said borough of New Shore- 
ham^ shall be and is hereby declared to be in such free- 
holders as aforesaid, and in the persons who by the cus- 
tom and usage of the said borough have, or shall here- 
after have, a right to vote at such election, those whose 
names are mentioned herein and incapacitated and dis- 
abled by this act only excepted; and the constable or 
other proper officer for the time being, to whom the re- 
turn of such precept or writ does belong, is hereby required 
to tetum the person or persons to serve in Parliament for 
the said borough, who «hall have the major number of 
votes of such freeholders, and other persons having a 
r^ht to vote at such election, (except such persons as are 
hereinbefore excepted) any law or usage to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 
Freeholders to 4. And be it fturther enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
lowing oath, ^h** eVery such freeholder before he is admitted to poll 
at any elections for the said borough, shall, if required 
by the candidates, or any of them, or any other person 
having a right to vote at the said election, first take the 
oath, (or, being one of the people called Quakers, the 
solemn affirmation) following, viz, 

** You shall swear, or beinj^ a Quaker solemnly affirm 
that you are a freeholder in the rape of Bramber, in the 
eounty ^df Sussex, and have a freehold estate consisting of 

(specifying the nature thereof, 
and if it consists in messuages, lands, or tithes, in 
whose occupation the same are ; and if in rent, the names 
of the owners or possessors of the tenements, out of 
which such rent is issuing, or some of them) Ijdng or 
being at witliin the rape of Bramber, in the county 

of Sussex, of the clear yearly value of forty shillings, 
over and above all rents and charges payable otit of or in 
respect of the same ; and that you have been in the actual 
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possession or receipt of the rents and profits thereof, for 
your own use, above twelve calender months ; (or that 
the same came to you within the time aforesaid by descent, 
marriage, marrige settlement, devise, or promotion to a 
benefice in a church, or by promotion to an office) and 
that such freehold estate has not been granted or made to 
you fraudulently, on purpose to qualify you to give your 
vote ; and that the place of your abode is at 
in and that you are twenty-one years of age 

as you believe ; and that you have not been polled before 
at this election.'' i 

Which oath or solemn affirmation, the constable, or 
other proper officer to whom the return of any writ or 
precept for such election shall belong, is hereby required 
to administer, and in case any freeholder or other person, 
taking the said oath or affirmation hereby appointed, shall 
thereby commit wilfiil perjury, and be thereof convicted; 
or if any person shall unlawfully and corruptly procure of perjuiy, the 
or suborn any freeholder or other person to take the said P®**®^^®®' 
oath or affirmation, in order to be polled, whereby he 
shall commit such wilful perjury, and shall be thereof 
convicted, he and they, for every such offi^ce respectively; 
shall incur such penalties as are inflicted on persons guilty 
of perjury or subornation of perjury, in and by two acts of 
Parliament, one made in the 5th year of the reign of Act 5 Eliz. and 
queen Elizabeth, (intituled, An act for punishing such 
persons as shall procure or commit wilful perjury, or 
suborn or procure any person to commit any wilful or 
corrupt perjury) ; and the other made in the 2d year of Act 2 G. 2, 
his late Majesty's reign, (intituled. An act for the more 
efiectual preventing and further punishment of forgery, 
perjury, and subornation of perjury, and to make it felony 
to steal bonds, notes, or other securities for payment of 
money,) contrary to the said acts. 

5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. Constable to 
that such constabl^j or other proper officer to whom luay ^^^ ® precept 
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the day of the Writ Or precept shall be directed for making any election 
receipt thereof, f^j.^jj^ Said borough, shaU upon the reception of such 

writ or precept, indorse upon the back thereof the day of 
his receipt thereof, in the presence of the party from 
whom he received such precept; and shall forthwith 
cause public notice to be given within the said borough of 
New Shoreham, and at the towns of Bramber and 
Stejming, in the said coimty of Sussex, by fixing up a 
notice thereof in writing on the market houses or on 
the doors of the churches of the said towns, of the day 
of election; and shall proceed to election thereupon 
within the space of twelve days, and not less than eight 
days, next after his receipt of the same precept. 
The act to he 6. And be it fiirther enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
read publicly, thiit this act shall be publicly read at every election for 
the said borough of New Shoreham immediately after 
th|B acts directed by any act of Parliament to be read 
thereat, and before the persons present shall proceed to 
m^e such election. 

21 G. III. c. 64., An act for the better regulating 
Elections of Citizens to serve in Parliament for the 
City of Coventry. 

Coventry. Whereas the right of election of citizens to serve in 

Parliament for the city of Coventry, is, by the last deter- 
mination of the house of commons, of the 20th day of 
November, 1722, declared to be in such freemen as have 
served seven years apprenticeship to one and the same 
trade in the said city, or the suburbs thereof, and do not 
receive alms or weekly charity, such freemen being duly 
sworn and inrolled : and whereas great frauds and abuses 
were committed, in clandestinely admitting persons, hav- 
ing no such right to the freedom of the city of Coventry, 
during the last election of members to serve in Parlia- 
ment for the said city, in order to influence the said 
election, to the great infringement of the rights oi the 
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true electors of the said city, and in violation of the 
freedom of elections : to prevent such practices for the 
future, be it enacted, &c. that, from and after the passins^ A^ °P®^ ^^"^ 

* o gjj ^ j^g held 

of this act, an open council shall be held at St. Mary^s at St. Maiy's 
Hall in the said city, on the first and last Tuesday in ^^^'^ ^^ 
every calendar month, for the purpose, on the first Tues- Tuesday in 
day in each month, of receiving and proclaiming aloud ^^^^ ^^^ 
the names of every person or persons who shall then 
present, or cause to be presented, an accoimt in writing 
of the particulars of his or their claim to the freedom of 
the said city, and for the purpose, on the last Tuesday in 
each month, of admitting to the freedom of the said city 
such person or persons as shall then appear and claim to 
be so admitted, he or they first verifying upon oath the 
particulars of his or their claim delivered in at the pre- 
ceding council; and that the council which shall be 
faolden on the first Tuesday in each month shall assetnble 
at ten in the morning, and continue open a convenient 
time, for receiving such claims as shall then be preferred ; 
and the council which shall be holden on the last Tues- 
day in each month shall continue open from the hour of 
ten in the morning till three o^clock in the afternoon of 
the same day, or for such shorter time as shall be found 
sufficient for hearing and determining any claims which 
shall then have been preferred ; and if any such claims 
shall then remain unheard or undetermined, the said 
council shall be adjourned from day to day, and continue 
open on each day in manner itforesaid, for hearing and 
determining such claims. 

2. And be it finrther enacted by the authority afore- Limitation of 
said, that, from and after the passing of this act, no ^^^ u^'*^^^ 
greater fee than three shillings, over and above the freedom. 
expence of the necessary stamps, shall be demanded or 
tf^cen of any person or persons who shall be so admitted 
to his or their freedom at any such council. 
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Particulars to 3. And be it fiiTther enacted by the authority afbre- 
those who t^© **^^> *^** "^ person shall he admitted to the freedom of 
it up, the said city, at any council to be held for that purpose, 

who shall nbt produce evidence of regular indentures op 
deeds of apprenticeship for seven years, as required by 
the resolution aforesaid, and who shall not also declare 
upon oath the 'name or names of his master or masters, 
the trade to which he served under him or them, the 
place of his or their residence during the time he served^ 
and of his own residence at the time of his claiming to 
be admitted to the freedom of the said city ; and that it 
shall be lawful for such persons so claiming their freedom 
as aforesaid, to come to such council attended with their 
agents, who shall be present at their admission, if they so 
require it ; and such council are hereby authorized and 
required to administer such oath as aforesaid. 
Town clerk to 4. And be it ftirther enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
P^cXsTtt ^ that the town clerk shall enter all the above particulars 
a book. in the admission book under the name of each person 

who is admitted to the freedom of the said city ; and that 
the said town clerk and the mayor, and each of the mem- 
bers composing the council at which such freemen shall 
be admitted, shall openly subscribe their names to the 
said entries. 
Lists of the 5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 

fr^menf &c! *^** ^^^^ ^^ *® "*"^®® ^^ *^ persons claiming to be ad- 
admitted, to mitted freemen, and of all the freemen admitted at any 

the church council to be held in the manner aforesaid, shall be made 

doors. Q^^ jjj writing, and signed by the town clerk, and be 

pasted or fixed upon the doors of all the churches in 

Coventry, within twenty-four hours after the holding of 

such council. 

Councils not to ^' ^"^ ^ ^* ftirther enacted by the authority afore- 
be held during said, that no council shall be held for receiving claims of 
specified. persons claiming to be admitted to the freedom of the 
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said city aft^ the day on which notice shall be given by 
the sheriff or sherifiPs, according to the statute^ of any 
election for a member or members to serve in Parliamaut 
for the said city, till after the final dose of eretj such 
election. 

7. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that, at every election of members to serve in Parliament 
for the said city, every person who shall come to poll at 
such election, shall, if required by any candidate at such 
election, or by any two or more persons having a right to 
vote at such elections, previous to his being permitted to 

poll, take the following oath, or, being one of the pdrsoiis Electors to be 
called Quakers, shall solemnly affirm the effect thereof; 
(that is to say,) 

^^ You do swear, that your name is A. B., and that The oath. 
you have been admitted to the freedom of the city of 
Coventry under indentures, or deeds of apprenticeship, 
and that you have served seven years^ apprenticeship to 
one and the same trade in the said city, or the suburbs 
thereof; and that you are of the age of twenty-one years, 
or upwards; and have not been polled before at this 
election. So help you GodJ^V 

Which oath the returning officer or officers, or his deputy, 
is hereby empowered to administer. 

8. And be it lurther enacted by the authority aforesaid. Penalty on 
that all p«8on8 who shall be guUty of wilful and corrupt Jf ''^"'/'^^*^ 
perjury, in consequence of any oath which they shall 

have taken by the direction of iMs act, shall, on con* 
viction thereof, incur and suffer the like pains and penal- 
ties to which any other person convicted of wilful and cor- 
rupt perjury is Hable by the laws and statutes of this reafan. 

9. And be it ftirther enacted by the authority afon^d, 
that, if the returning officer or officers, at any election of 
a member ot members to serve in Parliament for the said 
city, shsdl wiHully achmt any person to poll at such elec- 
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^ , tion without his havinff first taken the above-mentioned 

Penalty on re- , • i • a 

turning officer oath, if required so to do, in manner aforesaid, the said 
^'r^to^^U returning officer or officers shaU, for every such offence, 
without being forfeit and pay the sum of one himdred pounds to him, 
sworn, Y^Qj^ Qj. them, who shall sue for the same. 

And on mem- 1^- And be it fturther enacted by the authority afore- 
bers of the ^{A fj^^ jf ^he mavor, and the other members composing 

council for re- .i i i i i /» i n i • • v. 

fusing to admit any councu to be held for the purpose ot proclaiining tne 

electors, &c. p^yg^Qg presenting accounts of their claim to the freedom 

of the said city, or for the purpose of admitting such 

persons to the freedom of the said city, shall refiise to 

proclaim, or to admit such person or persons as shaU 

x:ome and prove their titles according to the provisions of 

this act, they shall, for every such offence, forfeit and 

pay the sum of one hundred pounds. 

Proviso. 11. Provided always, that if any doubts shall arise as 

to the legality of the titles so sworn to, it shall and may 

be lawful for the said council to hear witnesses, and admit 

evidences to disprove the same. 

Penalty on 12. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 

maSnVfrau-' ^^^^9 *"*** ^ *^® towa clerk shall neglect to make the pro- 

duient entries, per entries, or shall make any false and fraudulent entries 

in the admission book ; or if he shall neglect to make out 

and sign the lists of the freemen admitted, and cause 

them to be pasted or fixed on the doors of the churches 

in maimer herein-before directed ; or if he shall make out, 

sign, or cause to be pasted or fixed on the doors of the 

churches as aforesaid, any false or fraudulent list, he shall, 

for every such offence, forfeit the sum of ten pounds. 

To what free- 13. Provided also, and it is hereby enacted and de- 

Xi extend. ^^^ ^^ft^ t^is ftct shall not extend, nor be construed to 

extend, to any freemen of the said city but such as have 

a right to vote in the election of members to serve in 

Parliament for the said city. 

Election booth 14«. And be it frirther enacted, that the returning 

^^^ ^ officer or officers shall, at all fiiture elections of citizens 
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to serve in Parliament for the said city, cause the booth 
for holding such election to be erected in the widest and 
most convenient part of the open market place called 
Crosg-cheaping, not contiguous to any other building. 

15. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- Penaldeshow 
said, that all penalties laid or imposed by this act shall ^j^^Y®^^ 
be recovered, with full costs of suit, by action of debt, 

bill, plaint, or information, in any of his Majesty^s courts 
of record at Westminster, wherein no ^soin, protection, 
wager of law, or more than one imparlai^ce, shall be 
allowed. 

16. Provided always, and it is hereby fiirther enacted Limitation of 
and declared by th^ authority aforesaid, that no person 

shall be liable to any penalty by this act laid or imposed, 
unless prosecution be commenced within one year after 
such penalty shall be incurred. 

17* And it is further enacted by the authority afore- pubiic act. 
said, that this act shall be deemed, adjudged, and taken 
to be a public act ; and be judicially taken notice of as 
such, by all judges, justices, and other persons whom- 
soever, without specially pleading the same. 

18. And be it further enacted by the authority afore-i Deeds or in- 
said, that the dates of all deeds or indentures of appren- dentures of 
ticeship, together with the names of the parties, and their ship, &c. shall 
places of abode, which from and after the passing of this ^ ^^^^^ 
act, shall be made and executed, between any person or clerk, 
persons residing in the said dty of Coventry, or the 
suburbs thereof, and his, her, or their apprentice or ap-r 
prentices, under which such apprentice or apprentices 
may hereafter have a right to be admitted to the freedom 
of the said city, shall be registered in a book to be kept 
for that purpose by the town clerk of the same city for 
the time being, within the space of six calendar months 
next after the execution thereof; which the said towQ 
clerk is hereby required to raster, and on such deeds op 
indenture to indorse a certificate of such register ; and in 

F 2 
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de&ult thereof, such deeds or indentures shall, to all 
mtents and purposes, be null and void. 

Cricklade. 22 G. III. o. 31., An ad for the preventing of 

Bribery and Corruption in the Election of Members 
to serve in Parliament for the Borough ofCrickladey in 
the County of Wilts. 

Preamble. Whereas there was the most notorious bribery and cor- 

ruption at the last election of burgesses to serve in Par- ' 
liament for the borough of Cricklade in the county of 
Wilts ; and whereas such bribery and corruption is likely 
to continue and be practised in the said borough in future, 
unless some means are taken to prevent the same : in 
order, therefore, to prevent such unlawfiil practices for 
the ftiture, and that the said borough may from henceforth 
be duly represented in Parliament : Be it enacted^ &c. 
that from henceforth it shall and may be lawftd to and 
for every freeholder, being above the age of twenty*-one 
Certain free- years, who shall have, within the hundreds or divisions of 
Ued trvote for Highworth, Cricklade, Staple, Kingsbridge, and Mahns- 
the borough ofbury, or one or more of them, in the county of Wilts, 
a freehold of the clear yearly value of forty shillings, to 
give his vote at every election of a burgess or burgesses 
to serve in Parliament for the said borough of Cricklade. 
Customaiy 2. And be it frurther enacted by the authority afore- 

Utk " "^ ^"" ^^' *'^* *^® right of election of a member or members 
to serve in Parliament for the said borough of Cricklade, 
shall be, and is hereby declared to be, in such freeholders 
as aforesaid, and in the persons who, by the custom and 
usage of the said borough, have, or shall hereafter have, 
a right to vote at such election ; and the proper of&cer 
for the time being, to whom the return of every writ or 
process does belong, is hereby required to return the 
person or persons to serve in Parliament for the said 
borough who shallj have the major number of votes of 
such freeholders and other persons having a right to vote 
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at such election ; any law or usage to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

3. Provided always, that such freeholders only shall No freeholders 
be entitled to rote as shall be duly qualified to vote at ^ch°M we 
elections for knights of the shire for the said county of qualified to be 
Wilts, according to the laws now in being for regulating ^^ ^ 
county elections. 

4. And be it flirther enacted by the authority afore- Freeholders to 
said, that every such freeholder, before he is admitted to 

poll at any election for the said borough, shall, if re- 
quired by the Candidates, or any of them, or any other 
person having aright to vote at the said election, first 
take the oath, or being one of the people called Quakers, 
the solemn affirmation following, via. 

" I do swear, [or, being a Quaker, solemnly affirm] The oath, 
that I am a freeholder in the hundred or division of 
Highworth, Cricklade, Staple, Malmsbury, and Kings- 
bridge, or any one or more of them, in the county of 
Wilts, and have a freehold estate, consisting of 
[specifying the nature thereof; and if it consists in 
messuages, lands, tenements, 'or tithes, in whose occupa- 
tion the same are ; and if in rents, the names of the 
owners or possessors of the tenements out of which such 
tent is issuing, or some of them], situate, lying, or being 
Ht in the aforesaid hundreds or divisions, or in 

one or more of them, of the clear yearly value of forty 
shillings, over and above all rents and charges payable 
out of or in respect of the same ; and that I have been 
in the aetual possession or receipt of the rents and profits 
thereof, for my owii use, above twelve calendar months, 
[Wj that the same came to me within the time aforesaid 
by descent, marriage, marriage settlement, devise, or 
promotion to a benefice in a church, or by promotion to 
an office] ; and that such freehold estate has not been 
granted or made to me fraudulently, on purpose to qualify 
ma to give my Vote ; and that the place of my abode is 
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Penalty on 
committing 
perjuiy, or 
subornation 
thereof. 



at in , and that I am twenty-one yeai*^ 

of age, as I beliere, and that I have not been poUed be- 
fore at this election.**^ 

Which oath, or solemn affirmaticm, the proper officer, 
to whom the return of any writ or precept for such 
election shall belong, is hereby required to administer : 
and in case any freeholder, or other person taking the 
said oath or affirmation hereby appointed, shall thereby 
commit wilftd pequry, and be thereof convicted ; or if 
any person shall unlawftdly and corruptly proctore or 
suborn any freeholder or other person to take the said 
oath or affirmation, in order to be polled, whereby he 
shall commit such wilfrd peijury, and shall be thereof 
convicted, he and they, for every such offence respectively, 
shall incur such penalties as are inflicted on persons 
guilty of peijury, or subornation of perjury, in and by 
two acts of Parliament, one made in the fifth year of the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, intituled. An act for punishing 
such persons as shall procure or commit wilfrd peijury, or 
suborn or procure any person to commit any wilfrd or 
corrupt pegiuy ; and th^ other, made in the second 
year of the reign of his late Majesty king George the 
Second, intituled. An act for the more effectual prevent- 
ing and fruther punishment of forgery, perjury, and 
. subornation of perjury, and to make it felony to steal 
bonds, notes, or other securities for payment of money, 
contrary to the said acts. 
How officet to 5- -AJid be it frurther enacted by the authority afore- 
proceed on re- ^{A ^j^^^^ g^cii proper offfcer, to whom any writ or precept 

ceiving any . . 

writ for e{ec- shall be directed for making any election for the said 
borough, shall, upon the receipt of such writer precept, 
indorse upon the back thereof the day of his receipt 
thereof, in the presence of the party from whom he 
received such precept, and shall forthwith cause public 
notice to be given within the said borough of Cricklade, 
and the several towns of Highworth, Malmsbury, Swin- 



ition^ 
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donj and Wotton Basset, by affixing up a notice thereof 
in writing on the market-houses, or on the doors of the 
churches of the said towns of the day of election ; and 
shall proceed to election thereupon within the space of 
twelve days, and not less than eight days, next after his 
receipt of the same precept. 

6. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- This act to be 
said, that this act shall be publicly read at every election f®*^ previous 

*•'.•' to any elec- 

fbr the said borough of Cricklade, immediately after the tion. 
acts directed by any act of Parliament to be read thereat, 
and before the persons present shall proceed to make such 
election. 

44j G, 3. e, 60., An act for the preventing of Bribery 
and Corruption^ in the Election of Members to serve Aylesbury. 
in Parliament, for the Borough of Aylesbury in the 
County of Buckingham. 

Whereas there was the most notorious bribery and 
corruption at the last electi(m of burgesses to serve in 
Parliament for the borough of Aylesbury in the county 
of Buckingham : and whereas such bribery and corrup- 
tion is likely to continue, and be practised in the said 
borough in fixture, unless some means are taken to pre- 
vent the same : In order therefore, to prevent such un- 
lawfiil practices for the future, and that the aaid borough 
may fi'om henceforth be duly represented in Parliament ; 
be it enacted by the king^s most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the lords spiritual 
and temporal, and commons, in this present Parliamaii 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that ^m Persons hay- 
henceforth it shall and may be lawfiil to and for every ^uhV^e^ 
Greeholder, being above the age of tw^ity-one years, who three hundreds 
shall have within the three hundreds of Aylesbury, or of the yearly 
one or more of them, in the county of Buckingham, a "^^^l^^^' 
freehold of the clear yearly value of forty shillings, to elections for 
give his vote at every election of a burgess or burgesses ^ ®^ "^^' 

F 4 
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fx> eerre in Parliament for the said borough of Aylea- 

bury. 
Right of 2. And be it further enacted, that the right of election 

election to be q£ ^ member or members to serve in Parliament for the 

in such free- . i a 

holders and asod borough of Aylesbury , diall be and is hereby declared 
l^g": rig^'iy to l« i° «"ch freeholders as aforesaid, and in the persons 
custom of the 'who^ by the custom and usage of the said borough, have 
Ayl^oiy to ^ shall hereafter have a right to vote at such election ; 
vote> &c. ^u^ the proper officer for the time being, to whom the 
return of every writ or precept does belong, is hereby 
required to return the person or persons to serve in Par- 
liament for the said borough who shall have the major 
number of votes of such freeholders, and other persons 
having a right to vote at such election ; any law or usage 
to the contrary notwithstanding : provided always, that 
such freeholders only shall be entitled to vote as shall be 
duly qualified to vote at elections for knights of the shire 
for the said county of Buckingham, according to the 
laws now in being for regulating coimty elections. 
i>eeholders, 3k And be it fiirther enacted, that every soch firee- 
^efore voting, holder, before he is admitted to poll at any electiom for 
lowing the said borough,, shall, if required by the candidates, or 

any of them, or any other person having a right to vote 
at the said election, first take the oath, or, being one of 
the people called Quakers^ the solemn affirmadon foUow- 
iug; videlieety. 

Chith; ^I do Bwel»r, [«:*, being a Quaker, solemnly affirm,} that 

i am a freehdder in the three hundreds of Aylesbury, 
or Bxny one or mwe of them, in the county of Bucking- 
ham, and have a fiheehoM estate, consisting of 
[specifying the nature thereof , and, if it consists 
in messuages, lands^ tenements, or tythes, in whose 
oceupatimi the same are; and, if in rent, the names of 
the owners or possessors of the tenements out of which 
such rent is issuing, or cf some cf them], situate, lying, 
or beii^. at in the aferetoid hundreds, or in 
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one or more of them, i£ At clear yearly value of 
over and above all rents and charges payable out 
of or in respect of the same ; and that I have been in 
the actual possession or receipt of the rents and profits 
thereof, for my own use, above twelve calendar months 
[oTf that the same came to me within the time aforesaid 
by descent^ marriage^ mcmriage settlement^ devise^ . or 
promotion to a benefice in a church, or by promotion to 
an office^ and that such freehold estate has not been 
granted or made to me fraudulently on purpose to qualify 
me tO' give my vote; and that the f^ace of my abode is 
at in and that I am twenty 

one years of age, as I believe ; and that I have not been 
polled before at this election.^ 

Which oath or solemn affirmation the proper officer to Penalty for 
whom the return of any writ or precept for such eliection J^^ " ^^^ 
slutll belong, is hereby required to administer; and in 
case any freeholder or other person taking the said oath 
or affirmation hereby appointed, shall thereby commit 
wilftd perjury, and be thereof convicted ; or if any per- 
son shall unlawfrdly and corruptly procure or sabom 
any freeholder or other person to take the said oath or • 

affirmation, in order to be polled, whereby he shall com- 
mit such wilful peijury, and shall be thereof convicted, 
he and they for every such offence respectively shall incur 
such penalties as are inflicted on persons guilty of perjury 
or subornation of pequry in and by two acts of Parlia- 
ment, one made in the fifth year of the reign of queen 
Elizabeth, intituled. An act for punishing such persons 
as shaU procure or commit wilM peijury, or suborn or 
procure any person to commit any wilful or corrupt 
perjury^ and the other made in the second year of the 
reign of his late Majesty king George the second, inti- 
tuled. An act for the more effectual preventing and fur- 
ther punishment of forgery, perjury, and subornation of 
peijury, and to make it felony to steal bonds, notes, or 
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other securities for payment of money, contrary to the 

said acts. 
Proper officer 4, And be it further enacted, that such proper officer 
the writ for to whom any Writ or precept shall be directed for making 
my^ection, njjy election for the said borough, shall, upon the receipt 
receiving it, of such Writ or precept, indorse upon the back thereof 

to the election *^® ^7 ®^ ^ receipt thereof in the presence of the 

within a cer- party from whom he received such precept, and shall 

' forthwith cause public notice to be given within the said 

borough of Aylesbury, and the several towns of great 

Missenden, Wendover, and Haddenham, by affixing up 

a notice thereof in writing on the market-houses, or on 

the doors of the churches of the said towns, of the day 

of election, and shall proceed to election thereupon within 

the space of twelve days, and not less than eight days 

next after his receipt of the same precept 

Act to be read ^* -^^ ^ ^^ ftirther enacted, that this act shall be 

before pro- nubliclv read at every election for the said borouirh of 

ceedingtothe * *' . » n. i • 

election. Aylesbury immediately after the acts directed by any 
act of Parlimnent to be read thereat, and before the per- 
sons present shall proceed to make such election. 
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CHAPTER II. 



PROCEEDINGS ON ELECTIONS FOR ALL PLACES IN 
IRELAND, FROM THE ISSUING TO THE RETURN OF 
THE WRIT, AND TRANSMISSION THEREOF INTO THE 
CROWN OFFICE IN ENGLAND. 

In detailing the several steps in elections for differeiit 
places in Ireland, reference will, for the sake of brevity, 
be made as much as possible to the previous statements 
of proceedings in elections for England, though this can- 
hot be done to any very great extent, on account of the 
different regulations in the two countries. Before, how- 
ever, I proceed on this detail, I shall make a short ob- 
servation on the principal acts of Parliament now in force, 
relating to proceedings at elections in that coimtry. 

The 35 G.3. c.29. (I) repealed the whole or so much of fifteen acts of 
Parliament as related to this subject, and made some new regulations. 
By several intermediate acts new provisions were made ; and by the 1 G. 4. 
c. 11.., intituled, " An act for the better regulation of polls, &c./' an 
act of the 57 G.3., the title of which is similar, was repealed, and new 
general provisions were made, witliout repealing the act of the 35 G. 3. 

By the 4 G. 4. c.55. the act of the 35 G.3., some of the intermediate 
acts, and also the act of the 1 G.4., so far as they relate to elections for 
counties of cities and towns,, were repealed; the acts, however, repealed 
by the a5G.3. c.29., as well as the 57 G. 3., repealed by the 1 G.4. are 
not mentioned, and, therefore, upon the principle that an act, which re- 
peals a statute, by which another was repealed, will be a revivor of the 
statute which was repealed 12 Co. 7. ;* all these acts will come into opera- 

* It cannot, I should think, be argued that this principle of the revival of a 
repealed statute can be affected by the circumstance of the 366.3. having been 
Made before the union of the two Pariiaments. 



Form of writ 
mutatis mutan 
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tion again, so far as thej respect counties of cities and towns, and are 
not inconsistent with the clauses of the 4 G.4. 

As, however, it may be inferred from the general tenor of the act of 
the 4 G. 4. that it was intended to contain the whole body of the law 
relating to elections for those places, it is with respect to them considered 
sufficient to refer merely to the clauses of that act. 

39&40G.3. The third article of the treaty of union with Ireland 

c 67 si 

One PMUa- 18 that the united kingdom be represented by one Parlia- 
"'^^*- ment. 

issuin^writs Whenever his Majesty shall by proclamation under 
Proclamation, the Great Seal of the united kingdom, summon a new 
^1 • P- • Parliament, the chancellor, keeper, or commissioners of 
the Great Seal of Ireland, shall cause writs to be issued 
to the several places therein specified, and on a vacancy 
being certified to them by the proper warrant, shall 
cause a writ to issue, for the election of a person to fill 
dw, vid. p. 25. up such vacancy. 

There is no provision for the trtmwnission of writs similar to diose for 
England and Scotland stated at p. 2 ; but they should be delivered to the 
proper officer, and by the conmion law, as well as by the law of Parlia- 
ment, any negligence or misconduct in the carriage of them may be 
puaished. 

iG.4. c.ii. immediately after the receipt of the writ, the return- 
Knights of ing officer shall indorse thereon the date of receiving the 
4G^4 c 55 ^^^^9 ^^^ within two days after the receipt thereof cause 
s. 33. proclamation of the time and place of election, to be 

citi^ md Dttade at the ujsual place between 10 a. m. and 2 p. m. 
towns, receipt and shall cause to be affixed on the doors of the court 

of wnt, notice - n t i t • /» . •. 

of election, house, of such couuty, public notice of a special county 
Rniehts of court to be holden for such election only, on some day 
shires not later (Sunday, Christmassy, and Good Friday excepted), not 

norjBooner ' ^^*^^ ^^ *^® ^7 ^^ proclamation, and affixing such 
tiian the 10th. notice in elections for knights of shires, than the sLvteentk 
and t^ not nor sooner than the tenth day, and for counties of cities 
later than the g^^ towns, than the eighth day, nor sooner than the 

8th, nor sooner ^ a j7 

than the 4th. fourth day. 

35 G. 3. c. 29. The election for knights of a shire shall be where 

8.3. 
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the assizes for such county, and in the county of DuUhd, Knights of 
where the sessions of the peace were last held. eiection.**^^ ^ 

The sheriff of every coimty shall, within four days 35 G. 3. c 29. 
after the receipt of the writ, issue his precept, and cause ^^^^g issuinjr 
the same to be delivered to such officer of such place as precept to 
made the last return to Parliament, and to no other person. vid?p^ 27. 

The mayor, sovereign, portrieve, provost, burgomaster, 1 G.4, o.ii, 
bailiff, or seneschal of such place, shall hold the election Boroudbg ao- 
for the same, not later than eight days after the receipt tioeofelootioa, 
of the precept, having in the usual public place affixed a hter^an'the 
notice imder his hand, of the time and place of such f^'^'^^®'^ 
election, four days at the least preceding such election. 

The returning officer shall, upon demand by any 35 G. 3. c. 29. 
candidate, in writing under his hand three days at least Borougha' 
previous to the day of election, erect or hire near the ^<^^*^ 
place of election, as many buildings as such candidate 
shall desire, provided the niunber of electors polled on 
any former election exceeded two himdred, and that the 
number of buildings, together with the place appointed 
for holding the election, shall not exceed one for every 
hundred electors polled at any former election,, and the 
returning officer shall appoint a clerk and a deputy for each 
place, except where he shall preside, and the expence of 
such booths, and the wages of such deputy, and clerk, 
not exceeding a guinea a day each, shall be paid jointly 
by the candidates to the returning officer on demand. ^ »• 20. 

Towns &nd 

No candidate for a city, town, or borough, shall employ boroughs. 
more than one hired agent or clerk for every hundred J^°* "j^J® ^^ 
voters at the last or any previous election, on paiif of votes, 
forfeiting one thousand poimds to any person suing for it ^^ 3*^3 

The returning officer of a^y corporation shall, upon Towns and 

^ -, - . boroughs. 

the demand by 35 G. 3. of a candidate at any tune 4 G. 4. c 55. 
before, and within one month after any election, and by co^'ties of 
4 G. 4. of a candidate, agent, or fteeman, at any time, cities and 
between twelve and three o'clock in the day, permit the jn^ection of 
inspection of the books, and the haying copies or minutes ^^^^ of free- 
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of Ac acbuKiaBB of sobsbt nccneii. s audi 

agent or feprman, diadl drink fit upon pBrmcsit of two 

dnlKngs sad aLip cncc fer die inspectun, sad two sliil- 

fin^ and axpence ftr ercrr adnnsaoiL and onrrfmlliy 

socfa officer be slzaB fiirfist br 35 G. 31 fiftr pounds, and 

bf 4 G. ^ one bandied pounds. 

a9G.ac.i9. Tbe derk of die peace sball keep a bodi: fir die 

^ porpose of Tegisteiing die names of die inbalxtants of 

>f^ boroc^is, wbcB tbe ligbt of Toting is Tested in inbafai- 

tanti solelj or jointly widi odienw and sball bare the 

a»ne open to die inspection of any TCgistcred inbaliitant 

lequifii^ it b e t w een twelre and two odeA in tbe daj, 

and girii^ twentj-lbiir boors^ notice, and sball make a 

copy of sndi names or of die index as sudi inbaliitant 

diaD Tcqmre. 

»G.^c29. Tbedieiiff of tbe cocmtT sball, on die receipt of a writ 

SShedirof&e fiiT an dectioo for a boroiigb^recpiiie die derk of tbe peace 

"*;52l!L toddiTer todte c bof c b w anl cns of tbe parisb, wbqe soch 

derk o£ the boToogb Ues, die book fiir le^slering die names of inba- 

S^^eguczj bitants daJmiwg to Tote diereat, and tbe drardiwardens, 

bo<A»ofmto- ^ridi socbbook and die do^icate tbcreof in tbeir posses- 

sioii, sball attend die reiuiniu g officer dmmgb die wbok 



of tbe dection, unless one of tbem sball by an declor be 
required to attend in a depaty'^s coort, widi bis book of 
r eg istry to be freely inspected in tbenr bands durii^ the 
elecdon, by any person cmcemed tlMrein. 
S.5, Wben tbe sberiff sball apprebend a omtest, or a con- 

-^^^M b^^ didatc sball, tbree days prerioos to tbe day of election, 
require it, sncb sberiff sball erect or bire so many build- 
ings as, together witb die county court bouse, sball make 
up as many places of polling as diere are baronies or balf 
beronies in tbe county, and sball appropriate one to eadi 
barony, tbe name wbereof sball be affixed in legible 
cbaracters on smne conspicuous part of die outside there- 
of and sball aj^oint a deri^ and a deputy for each, 
except where be shall preside. 
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Whenever the number of fireeholders in any barony or 1 0. 4. cii. 
half barony of a county, or in a county of a city orKnightgof 
town, appearing by the books of the clerk of the peace Jif®?^* 
shall exceed eight hundred, the returning officer shall s. S4. 
provide two or more places for the polling the frce*citiM*Mui 
holders for such baron or half barony, or for such county towns. 

/. .. ^ J 1 i_ j« • • J' i Where more 

01 a City or town, and make such division according to thfm soo free- 
the first letters of their names, that more than eight folders in one 

gt , Darony or half 

hundred freeholders, need not poll in one place of polling, barony, or in a 
but not so as to divide the names beginning with the ^^^^di* 
same letter; and such officer shall appoint as many tional poll 
deputies and poll clerks as shall be necessary to take ^^^^ ^ an 
the poll in such place, not exceeding one deputy, and ^P^"'***^^"^ 
one poll clerk for each place ; provided that in counties holdeiB mitde. 
of cities or towns, no greater number of poUing places citi^^r'towns 
shall be provided by such officer, than one for every eight not more than 
hundred freeholders capable of voting at such election, ^^ery^. 
The sheriff shall not appoint any person to act as i g. 4. c. ii. 
deputy, who has not a freehold estate of the yearly value ^^^'^^ ^^ 

of fifty pounds. shires. 

Qualification 
There is no provision as to the value of the estate of deputies in other of deputy. 

places, unless the 57 G. 3. c. 131. s. 30. be considered to be yet unre- 
pealed, and to extend to counties of cities or towns. 

Whenever the number of freemen appearing by the 4G.4. c.55. 
roll capable of voting shall exceed one thousand, the Comtiesiof 
returning officer shall provide two places for the polling cities or towns, 
of the freemen, and shall appoint as many deputies and than^ooo free- 
poU clerks as shall be necessary, not exceeding one ™®'^» *T° 

, , 11 1 1 11 11 .places for 

deputy and one poll clerk at each place; the places of polling, 
polling of freemen to be distinct from the places of polling Freemfm^B 
of freeholders, provided that no greater number of poll- from that of 
inff places than two shall be provided. freeholder for 

or r gucji county of 

It may be a question whether this provision limits the whole number a city or town, 
of polling places to two, or to two for freeholders and two for freemen. 

The returning officer may summon all constables, ^G. 4. c.ii. 
bailiffs, and peace officers to attend the places of polling, knights of 
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sbires and Slid perform flock iluDgs 1&8 As31 bessngned totheni by 

4^G.T. c. 55. ^^ returning officer, and to t^poiBt any number of spedd 

8. 66, ecoiBtables to assist therein ; and erery constable, bdliff, 

cities and ^^^ peace officer summoned, who shall n^lect to attend 

^^«' . during such election, or obey the commands of the return. 

officer may Hig officer, shall forfeit such office, and all eabnry in 
^2^ ^^"^ aspect thereof. 

iG.4. cii. ^^^ Aetk o£ the peace shall, or in failure thereof, by 

K ^'' hts of 1 ®* ^ *1^® returning officer, and by 4 G. 4. the sbcgrift 

shires. OF otlier infmor officers, shall appoint by liie latter act> 

g ^^' ^' ^^* adeptety clerk of the peace to attend mth the originot 

CoimtieBof registry books of all freeholds at the booth for iMe 

toynJ!^ 'f^iMrnmg officer^ and by both acts a deputy clerk of the 

FroeholderB. peace, and one asastant to such deputy to be present in 

Appomtment . i ... 

of deputy and sudi place of polling, (of freeholders for counties of cities 
«^tot de- ^j ^^j^g .^ ^jj^ g^^jj deputy shall take with him ■ inb 

cinrk of ilie. such poll place the registry books that shdl conteiii iStik 

^^regktry names of the freeholders to be polled in sudi plilfe* dP 

books. polling, and the original affidavits or affirmations made 

by the persons capable of voting in such place, whidb 

affidavits or affirmations the clerk of the peace shall have 

arranged alphabetically in separate parcels, and indorsed 

with the names of the persons by whom the same v^cre 

made, and also the number in the original regis^ bdok ; 

and suqh deputy cleark shaU receive ten shillings and i^ 

more^ and the assistant to such deputy five shillings for 

each day^s attendance ; and if dther q£ them shall akar, 

deface, destroy, or lose any i^davit or affirmatiiMDis,' he 

shall forfeit 10^. to any person suing for it ; and bff 

This now ez- SJG.S. C.4IJ. s. 6. the clerk €f the peaee for eveirff^ toek 

knighte J tohkh he shall omit to deliver to the dteriff ^koUfoffiii 

shires. gQQ^ . r 

iG.4. c.ii. The clerk of the peace shall produce at the Spring 

K^'^htsof assizes in every year a printed copy of all entries in the 

shires. registry books of each barony or half barony during the 

^^^^ to*^^ ppeceding year, con:ected and certified by him up to the 
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first January, and such copy shall in the presence of the attend with 
judge be delivered to the clerk of the crown, who shall ^S^bo^. 
sign and date the same, and such copy shall be preserved 
among the records of such county, and shall be as valid, 
as the original books 4t any election, if the same shall 
not be produced by the clerk of the peace, and the clerk 
of the crown sh^ produce the printed copies at any 
election, if requir^ \^y the sheriff of the county to which 
they belong. 

The derk of the pc^ace shall deliver tQ any fteeholdi^, 35 0. 3. e. f9, 
upon request, copies of the registry of ^l freeholders in l\ ^] \ ^* ^ 
tibe county within ten days. 

The town clerk or other officer having charge of the 4G.4. c.*i5. 
books relating to the granting or electipg of or admissions comitiea of 
to freedoms, shall, or in failure thereof the retyming cities iin4 
officers shall appoint a deputy town clerk, or other such Town clerk tq 
officer as shall have charge of such books, and such a^end the re- 

. , A , , turning office^ 

deputy shall attend in the place appointed for the attend- with books of 
ance of such returning officer, and shall take such books °*®'^»- 
with him, and if the returning officers shall deem it 
expedient to refer to aijy of the entries contained in such 
books, such deputy shall produce the same to such 
retimiing officer, and such deputy or other returning go in the ^^ 
officer sha^ be entitled to receive the sum of ten shil- 
lings and no i^ore for each day^s attendance. 

The officer having charge of the roll of freemen shall ,.46. 
provide a copy thereof for each place of polling freemen, ^^"^^^®^ 
and shall, or in failure thereof the returning officers shall, towns. 
appoint a deputy for such officer for ^ach place of polling pro'^de^'L^ 
fteemeujj who shall tal^e with him to such place of polling o^ ^^ roUof 
a copy thereof, and shall produce and refer to the same ^®^®*' 
as the returning officers qr their deputy may direct, and 
each deputy i^all receive ten shiUngs and no more for 
each day^s attendance. 

There is no provision for the r^moviil of the militfuy firom the placf pf 
election in Ireland. By the 4th article of the treaty of union an 
estate of the saoie valne, except for the college of Bubtin, is neeessary 

G . 
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ae a qualification for an M. P. for Ireland, that is required in £nglaii4, 
but there isno oath, that a candidate can be called upon to take, as to the 
value of his estate. The election is commenced in the same manner that 
it is in England, vid. p. 10. 

1G.4.C.11. The poll shall begin on the day when demanded, 

knights of or the day after, (unless such day shall be a Sunday, 

gores uid Christmas-day, or Good Friday, and then on the day 

4G.4.C.55. next after,) and shall be proceeded in from day to day 

Coimtiesof ^^^ excepted days excepted) until finished, butnoTwU 

cities and shall Continue more than fifteen days, and if it shall conti* 

Commenoe- ^"® ^ *^® fifteenth day, it shall be closed at three o'clock 
nwnt. Length on that day. 

15 days. •' ^ • 

1 G.4. 0. 11. The poU shall be kept open for knights of shires and 
K^^hta f ^^^ boroughs, from 9 a. m. to 6 p. m., and for counties of 
shires and cities or towns, from 10 A. M. to 5 p. M. between 15th 
4G% 4^ c. 55, April and 15th September, and for the former places from 
J; ^* . - 9 A. M. to 6 p. M., and for the latter places from 10 a. m. 
dtiea and to 4 P. M. between 15th September, and 15th April', 
towna. HouTB except on the morning of the first day, and in the afl^r- 
and ending the noon of the last day. 
•^n*!f Z' The sheriff shall not adjourn to any other town or 

35G.d. 0.29. . •' ^ , 

8. 2. place, nor without the consent of the candidates, longer 

^^^hts of ^^ ^^^ ^y ^ ^^y^ except from Saturday to Monday. 

The returning officer shaU, before the commencement 
a, 9. ' ' * * of polling, take and subscribe in open court the oath foV 
lights of lowing, which a justice of the peace shall administer; 

borou^is* 4G.4. c. 55. s. 37. Counties of cities and towns. 

Oath of " I, A» B. do swear that I will honestly, impartially, 

^^P^"*^ and without favour to any candidate, take the poll at 
this election, and that I have not directly or indirectly 
received, nor will I hereaftier directly or indirectly receive 
any money, gift, reward, promise, contract, or security for 
money or other reward for or in respect of the conduct, 
which I shall observe during the ensuing poll, or the return 
which I shall make at the close thereof, except theexpences 
of erecting booths, hiring buildings, keeping them in re- 
paiTy.and the payment of clerks and deputies and couns^ 
for my assistance, and that I will return such person or 
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persons, as shall appear to the best of my judgment at the 
dose of the poll, to have the majority of legal votes.'*' 

And every deputy shall, before he proceeds to take the 
poll, take and subscribe in open court the oath following, 
which the returning officer shall administer : 

** I, A. B, do swear that I will honestly, impartially. Oath of de- 
and without favour to any candidate, take the poll at this ^^^* 
election, and that I have not directly or indirectly re- 
ceiired, nor will I hereafter directly or indirectly receive 
ijny money, gift, reward, promise, contract, or security 
for money or other reward for or in respect of the con- 
duct I shaU observe during the ensuing poll, and that I 
will make a fair and tnie return of aU such persons as 
flihall tender their votes before me, to be by me taken to 
the returning officer or officers by whom I am appointed, 
whenever and as often as I shall be thereunto required 
by him or them."" . -t* ; : 

And a memorandum of the said oaths being taken, Memonadion' 
ahall be entered on the poU book. on the poll 

The clerks for taking the poll of freeholders shall, J^- 
before beginning to take the poll, take the oath following: s. 41. ' -' 

" I, A. B. do swear that I will at this election, of a sidrf»,**:jr ^ 
member (or members, as the case may ,be) to serve ip 4 0..4.c,/i5. 
Parliament, for the county, county of the city or county CoimtiM of 
cf the town, (as the case may be) of truly and to^**^ 

indifferently take the poll, and set down the number Poll cle?kd' 
opposite to the name of each freeholder in the registry ^ ^^ J^ 
book his name and the place of his abode, and the^^^^ders. 
situation and the value of his freehold, and for whom- he 
shall poll.'' 
Which oath the returning officer shall administer. 

The clerks for taking the poll of freemen shall, before t%^.*^*^ 
beginning to take such poll, take the oath following: Coanties of 

^ cities and 

" I, A, B. do swear that I will at this election of a ^^^^' ; 
member (or members, as the case may be) to serve in oath for taking 
PiirEament foj the county of the city or the county of ^^***®"^^ 
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the town, (as thecase may be) of truly and mdifiereqdjr 
take the poll, and set down the name and the placteaf 
abode of each freeman, and for whom he shaH poll.*. . 
Which oath the returning officer shall administer. 

No oath for the pdl clerks of rotors in town or boroa^ Is pAmded 
bjonjact. .^ \u,* 

4 G. 4. c. 55. The deputies appointed by the returning officcfAilMn 

c ti^^'f ^FP^^^ ^ ^^h place of polling a person nominale^itf 

cities and each candidate to be an inspector of the poll dterk^rairf 

Ap^tment *^^ agent of such candidate, and another peiirscm tfxrvifA 

of inspectors to be nominated by such candidate, to be a diSiJc for 

book^c^ks. keeping a chequebook of the poll booL ' '' 

There is no express provision for appointing inspectors or dexks for 
keeping a cheque book in elections for knights of shires or for borooglu^ 
though the use of them is implied in several clauses of the 1 G. 4. 

1G.4.C.1]. The returning officer shall give such instructions ia 

Kn^ts of ^ting to his deputies, as may be necessary to p(»Bt;out 

shires and what is required of them, in respect of the objections |^ 

4g!^^55. votes, and of the manner of transmitting them to socb 

Jv^^* officer, (and by 4 G. 4. in respect of thdr duties as sficli 

dties and deputies,) and they shall obey* the instructions so (on by 

^isbiictioiis to ■'^ ^* *• "^ *^y ^^^^^ manner) given by such officer. 
depifiea. £yery deputy shall, upon notice, close and detiver hit 

f lo." aSj» ^^ ^^ ^^ ^'y **• **** returning officer, who ahaU >i« 
of shires «Bd up and read aloud the number of votes poUed on each 

4g!^c.55. ^y> •'^^ ^ *°y deputy shall refiise to deliver his poQ 
8. 63. Ckmndes book when required, or continue to take the poll whenr&- 
towns. Depa- quired to stop, and before being directed to proceed^ .ke 
• tiw to^ shaU forfdt 50/., and the votes shall be void. 
35G.3.e.29. The returning officer may remove any deputy, and 
K^'htoof ^PI^i^* another in his room, or may change any depu^ 
shires and from OBO booth to another, but such removal or new 
4g!^!55. Appointment, or change of a deputy from one booth tp 
S.4S. Counties another, shall be proclaimed in the place where B\icb 4e» 

of cities and -■ ii i i ii . r, 

towns. De- J>uty shall take the poll. 

putiet may be removed. Hempval proclaimed. 

1. V. KBigbti jggj appoint interpreters of the oaths, affihnatiims, and 
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the mentions and answers reqtiired to be taken, made, or ?^ ^^ ^^ 

* • * ' ' boroughs* 

asked, who shall take the following oath, which the re- 4G.4. c.55. 
timing officer shall admmister : of ati«Tif "^ 

towns. Appointment of int er pre t ers. 

^^ I, A. B. do swear that I will fiuthfully interpret such q^^^ 
oaihs, affirmations, questions and answers, as I shall be 
ffirected to interpret hy the returning officer or officers, 
Md Ins or their deputy or deputies, [as the case may be].^ 
Bvery such person shall recave ten shillings for each 
day^s attendance. 

Peraoms voting in Ireland oi Proteitanli, treby the Irish st. % Ami. c. 6. Osths, rid. 
«• 15. required to make the declaration against transabstaatiatioa, vid. PP* 41 and 103. 
p* 103. ; and the oath o^ abjuralioB, tid. p. 41 ; end as Papists by 35G. 3. 
c.^l. s. T. the oaths and declarations in "the ' Irish acts of the 13 and 14 
€r. 3. C.35. S.I., and the 33 G. 3. o.tl. vid. pp. 104 and 106., which, 
liowever^bjthe 370. 3. c.4T« s.l9. and 51G.3. c.77. s.3., if theytake 
Itefbre the election, and procure certificates thereof, they m^ Tote. 

The returning officer shall, immediately on the request ^^ G* 3* ^ 77. 
tsf a candidate under his hand, nominate two or more AtaQpiaiM. 
^DBMices of the peace to administer the oaths and decla- Appointm«it 
iMtions required by the 13 & 14 6. 3. (I) c. 35, & 83 G.3. ^diS^ilSu^ . 
(I) c. 21., to be takai and subscribed hy Papists in some pLjc£ 
convaiient place so as not to interrupt the poll, and the ^p™ of oaths, 
deric «f the peace, 'Or a tlepoty by him appointed in cierfWtha 
writingimder his hand, shall attend such persons during ^"^t^ ^^ 
(he administration of such oaths and dedarations, and give pexMms ap> 
HO' every person, on taking and subscribing such oaths and ^ ^'^^* 
declarations, a certificate thereof, and such person so 
Appointed shall take the following oath ; (that is to say,) 

*^ I, , do swear, that I will fiiithftdly and impartially Oathli^ mi^ 
administer £he oaths and declarations now required to be JJ^J^^*" 
Caken and subscribed by Papists or persons professing oaths, 
thie Roman tCatholic religion, by an act passed In £he 
thirteenth year of his present Majesty^s reign, intituled, 
* An act to enable his Mqesty'^s subjects, of whatever 
persuasion, to testify their allegiance to him f and also 
another act, passed in the thirQr^third year of his present 
Mi^esty^s r^ign» intiluled, ^ An «ct for the relief of his 
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86 



[Ireland,] 



A DIGEST OV TH£ 



Oftth by the 
clerk of the 
peace i 



iG.4;<»;lli 
8. SO. 

Knightaof 
shires and 
boroughs. 
4G.4.4S.55. 
fu65. 

Couatiesof 
cities and 
toims. 

Closing booths 
where Sa haviQ 
not polled* , 



10.4.C.11. 

S.11. 

Knii^tsof' 
shises and bo* 

4G.4. C.55. 
8.47. 

Counties of 
cities and 
towns. 



Majesty'^s popish or Roman Catholic subjects in Ire- 
land."' 

And every clerk of the peace, or his deputy, shall 
take the following oath ; (that is to say,) 

" i, , do swear, that I will, on bein^ thereunto re- 
quested, fairly and truly give to every person who shall 
now take and subscribe the oaths and declarations required 
by law to be taken by persons professing the Roman 
Catholic religion, in order to entitle them to vote at any 
election before the commissioners appointed by the re- 
tunling officer for that purpose, a certificate thereof as 
required by law : and that I will not give any such cer- 
tificate to any person before he shall have taken and 
subscribed such oaths and declarations as shall be liaen- 
tioned in such certificate, before me and in my pres^ica 
Both of which oaths the returning officer shall administer.^ 
. The returning officer may, on any day after the fourth 
day of polling, close any booth where not moi^ than 
twenty persons have polled, or been referred fi)r dedflkm 
to the returning officer during that day, provided that if it 
shall appear to the returning officer, upon the evidence 
of two {>er8on8 upon oath administered by hin, that 
any persons have been prevented by violenee £rom {mU- 
ii^ at the same on diat day, such officer may keq^ropen 
the. booth for anoth^r day> and. so from day to dtsy cm 
pifoper evidence. 

The deputy shall, if required by a candidate or in- 
spector, in person, at the place where he i»resides, admi- 
nister the following oath to every person separately whot 
shall offer to poll ; and immediatdy after the productilm of 
the certificate or affidavit of registry, when any such per- 
son offers to vote by virtue of a freehold : 

<^ I, A. B. do swear, (or, being a Quaker or Moravian, 
do solemnly affirm,) that I will true answer make to kU such 
questions as the sheriffs or other retiuming officers' deputy* 
(as the ease may be) presiding in 4»his'bootll, shali demand 
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x)f me ; and I do also swear, (or^ being one of the people 
called Quakers or Moravians, do solemnly affirm,) that I 
have not polled before at this election, and that I am, as I 
believe, twenty-one years of age^^^ So help me God. 

The deputy shall, if required by a candidate or an ^^•^•*'•^^• 
inspector, administer the oath following to any person knights of 
before he shall be permitted to poll : ^^ ^^ 

40.4. C.55* B. 46. Coont. of cif. and towns. Oatii of not having receiyvd a bribe. 

" I, A, B. do swear, (or, being of the people called Qua- Form of oaih 
ker8,do solemnly affirm,) I have not received or had myself, 350^^.^^, 
or any person whatsoever in trust for me, or for my iise and «• 60. 
benefit, or for the use and benefit of any of iny family or kin- 
dred to my knowledge or belief, directly or indirectly, any 
sum or sums of money, office, place or employment, gift or 
reward, or any promise or security for any money, office or 
employment, in order to give my vote at this electioh.*" 
^ ' Every freeholder shall be poUed only in the booth appro- 
priated to the barony or half barony in which the freehold, ea. 7'. 
for which he offigrs to vote, is wholly or in part situate. ^^** ^^ 

Freeholders to be polled in booths appropriated to their baronies. 

Rules are made as to erecting booths for the city and the 40 G.s. 0.90* 
liberties thereof, and the town and liberties of Coleraine Lo»d<»deny . 
and the polling of freeholders in the appropriate booths. 
>^ When any person shall offer to poll by virtue of a iG.4. c.ii. 
freehold, the returning officer shall in the first place refer 40. 4. "55. 
to the entry in the'registry book, and write down x>ppo- »«• ^9. 50. 
fiiteto the same the initial letters of his name, and then fer^Kgu^ 
shall refer to the certificate or affidavit of the repstry o£^^^^" 
the B^mef if required by a candidate or an inspector of a gistrv deemed 
candidate so to do ; and if such person diall produce a ew^J!^* gnd 
certificate of the registry corresponding with the entry in defaolt 

.,<■. ,.ii.i 1 thereof the 

Without any erasure or interlmeation duly, signed, such original affi- 
certificate shall be deemed conclusive evidence, that such ^*^**- 
person had registered such freehold, and the deputy shall 
write down the initials of his name upon the margin of 

G 4 
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the eevtificat^ ; «iid irheire no- eeiitf cste dikiU^ bef |^^ 
dofted, or such certificate shall not be inth^ ptofei^Unpi^^ 
the Tetarning afficer^s depul^ shaU direct '^ec^^dcp^t 
derk of tlie peace to produce the original Afida^^jor 



affinnatiohk •• .-v^ %o 



\* 



4 G-. 4. c. 55. ^ When the entry <^ thfe nffidtivit or affinnatiohy. shaB^ 
Counties of appear in the registry book, tod such person sbatt'bifcf^ 
cities and prodficed a proper certificate of registry, or the ai^^inal' 
When entzy of affidavit or registry shall have been produced^ and sudi' 

^S^^Sris- P®f«>*^ ^^^ ^*v® ^^^ *® oaths aforesaid, if requiiwl* 
try, and the 80' to do, such depul^ shall then ask snch pensoiii.for* 
original affida- ""^hom he votcs, and the vote of such person shidll ibet 
vit be pro- entered on the poll book accordinsr to his answer, unllsnk 

duced, Yoteto , *. 

he tidcen, un- snc^h deputy shall be required to put to such person 1m^ 
^6 jections q||^|^Q,|3 ^^f^ mentioned, or unless an objection to steelf^ 
vote be made as directed. AV 

TheDe is no clause of the 1 G. 4. exactly similar to fhe abore pvt of^ 
thfsseotion. , :^<iN^; 

10.4. c.ii. Provided that the returning officer'^s deputy may ^kcj; 

4G.^4.c.55. ^^^ ^^^ ^^ *°y person ofiering to poll, whose freehold. 
9k90k iip'pears in the registry book, without referring to ihf^' 

# _ • • • . . 

certificate or affidavit or affirmation of registry, or in 

eleGtwns for knights of shires toithout administering 

nny oath, or putting any question to such person f^eofcept-, 

thequestion ^Forwhomdoyouvote?^ if not required by a 

can^date, or an inspector of a candidate so to do. . 

iG%4.«.iiv The returning officer's deputy shall^ if required by a 

46^4bcv55w <^^^*®5 [^ ^** inspector^ s. 11.] [or nDn agent, s. 51 J 

a. 51. put the following questions, and no others, to any person, 

S*^ed" T ^^^^8 *® P^^ without allowing any person to interj^t 

freeholders. him; . , 

1. What is your nmne ? 2. Where do you reside 7^ 
3. Do you swe^ that ymi lure possessed of a j&eehold jff r 
the county of , P {naming the county or the. comity > 
^fj^:9^^M ^^^^-^kft^^wn /or ^icA /Ae e^iw^ ft?. 
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AeMl) ' (4i' Whete is flroek&edinld flitnated? {And ikii 
deputy &ktM theny if requU^ bf^anf canOdatSi or^the^ 
iMp^^toT J!f iBmyc€indUatef refer t9 the eeri^ate of 
f^egisk^'^^ One he produced by the permm ^etki^ to- 
pell, or if none, to the original affidavit of regiatry^ani 
th^A^^i^U' immediately ask, if reqtrired- by. anp candid 
datei €¥^he inspector of any candidate, without making 
Ot'ttUowing any other person to make any ob8ervaihn$^ 
Upen the said certificate or affidavit^ the following queet » 
nmac) 5. Is the freehold described in thiSiCertifioatai 
ovr'nffidafrit of registry, {as the ewe may bSf) .the aftmo' 
fsdehdd which you now gwear you are posseaaed of, or* by . 
wttieof which you now offerto vote? {Andin taeeitehM. 

i^ppear to the rettirning qffleer'*s deputy^ from^jthe certifs 
fi^ffte -or affidavit of registry, that any person ^h^i^ 
offer to poll in respect of a freehold of this\ vait^.jrfi 
fbtty shillings only^ the said deputy shaU,thmxif,ffi- 
quired by way candidate (or by the 1 6. 4. the inspeot^^ 
of any candidate) so to do, put the following questions:) 
6. l)o you swear that you have been in the aqtual occlir 
pation of this freehold as described in yoiir certificate or 
affidavit of re^stry, (as the case may be,) by tilling it 
or by grazing it, or by residing upon it during the whole 
6f the last twelve months ? 7- ^^ Y^^ swear that this 
fi^eisbol^ is now of the dear yearly value of forty shillings 
above all charges payable out of the same ? 

And when such person shall have tmervrered the ques- 
tions demanded of him as aforesaid, such deputy shall 
ask for whom he votes, and the vote shall be entered in 
the poll book according to his answer, unless aiv objection 
be made to such vote by an inspector of a candidate ; 
provided that if it shall appear from the answers which 
shAll be 'given by any person to the first four questions 
aftresaid, that his freehold arises from a rectory, vicaxage, 
ctfraxsy, or other ecdlesiastical preferment, the said de**' 
puty Bhall not pbt the other questipUB, but dudl fiwtb- 
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mth ask 8udi person {or whom he voteei) ^d the vote of 
such person shall be entered in the poll book according 
to his answer, unless an olgection be made to such Yote 
by an inspector of a candidate; provided th^ if v^ 
entry of the affidavit or affirmation of the registry of the 
freehold shall not appear in the registry book, or if any 
person offering to poll shall not either produce such 
certificate of registry, or be able to refer to an original 
affidavit or affirmation of his registry in the possession of 
the deputy clerk of the peace, or if any such person shall 
refiise to take the oath aforesaid, or shall not gjlye a 
direct answer to each of the questicms to be put to him 
by the rettmung c^cerVdqiuty, cit the person so examined 
shall admit in his answer to the said questions that he is 
not the person whose freehold is registered^ or that he has 
no freehold, or that the freehold described in his certifi- 
cate or affidavit or affirmation of registry (as the case may 
be) is not the freehold for which he tenders his vote^ or 
that he has not been In the occupation thereof for thewhole 
of the last twelve months, or that the same is not at the time 
of tendering his vote of the value of forty shillinge lobove 
55 6. s. c. t9. all charges payable out of thesame, then such deputy dull 
4G.4. C.55. direct such person to withdriaw from; the poll place, and 
*;^' refer such person to the retumii^ officer or the asses80(r for 

No tax or rate , , , , . i- i , . <■ 

•hall be deem- cxionmation, and pioceed unmediately toreceivcf the vote 
fed a charge, of the next person who shall offiw to pdfl. 
1G.4.C.U. No person shall require an elector to take any other 
^i^^, oath respecting his feeehoW. 

Bhires. No other oaths respecting freehold. 

4 G.4. c. 55. When'wiy person shall offer to poll [it should be as a 
»• 52. ^ freeman!, the retumiM officer's deputy shall, if required. 

Counties of , -* - i ^ n . • i -, 

cities and put to such person the foUowmg questions, and no other : 
towns. YHiat is your nameP Are you » freeman of the 

Questions to "^ ^ 

be asked of county of the city OP county of the town t (naiMnff the 
®®"^®'** dounty'of a city er ef a town for which the election is 



hetdJ) Have yo»>1^eeQ sworn ? 
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Provided that where the right of election shall hare 
been determined under any acts of Pariiament now in 
force for the trial of controverted elections or returns of 
members . to serve in Parliament to be in the resident 
freemen only, the returning officer's deputy shall, if 
required, put the following additional questions to any 
person offering to vote as a freeman : 

When were you admitted a freeman thereof, or elected 
a freeman thereof, or was the freedom thereof granted to 
you, to the best of your knowledge and belief? Where 
did you reside in the month of in the year ? 

{Here stating the time of admission^ election^ or grant 
of the freedom.) And the answers to which questions 
shall be inserted in the poll books, and when the person 
offering to poll shall have answered such questions, such 
deputy shall ask such person for whom he votes, and the 
rote of such person shall be entered in the poll book 
according to his answer, unless an objection be made to 
such Vote. 

A deputy of a returning officer shall not put any ig,4.o.ii. 
questions to or investigate the right of any person of- ?^V^^ £ 
fering to poll except as aforesaid^ or make any comment Bhires. 
on the answer given, or on any matter relating to the^^^f**' * 
vote. 

If the repstry book kept by the clerk of the peace^ 35^,3^ e.t9» 
and the copy thereof kept by the churchwardens, shall "• ^* 
both be proved upon oath to be administered by the re- bOT^ghs 
turning officer, to have been lost, destroyed, or withheld, ™l^*t»*»* 
or so defaced, so as to be illegible, a certificate signed 
by the court, and countersigned by the clerk of the peace, 
(as directed by s. 66.) shall be deemed evidence of the 
due registration. 

There is no provision enabling a person to yote as an inhabitant when 
the registry, book is defaced, and no certificate has been obtsined. . 

No person shall vote as an inhabitant only unledd 350.3.0. 29. 
appearing to be re^stered in the .booka twelve utontfis**^ 
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befote the dectkm, exoe]pt in llie case bf the books being 
destroyed or de&ced, and a certificate being produced, 
and then the returning officer shall, if reqaired iy ' 4my 
dectoTSj administer to such person the oath or aflfarmatiott! 
fdlowii^: "! 

. ■ .J i 

I, A, B. do swear (or if a Quaker do affirm) that I ism 
a resident inhabitant in the borough of , , in 

the county of (and where the borough is 

situated in two counties by s. 64. a resident inhabitant of, 
that part of the borough of which lieth ^i 

die county of , ) and that I have been so fo^ 

these twelve months last past, and duly proved and, 
registered my residence twelve calendar months befoier 
the present vacancy, and that my house is situated ip, 

, and that my next neighbours ajpe 
,and that I am not an inmate orlodg^ 
with any other person in said borough, nor have I been, 
so at any time within these twelve months last past^ jbMf^ 
have paid the usual and customary taxes, and cesses . j^ 
^ said borough as an householder, which have been If^^y, 
demanded of me, and that I did not £vide my house^ or 
outhouses, or suffisr my house or outhouses to be divided 
in order to multiply votes at this election, igoid t^iat I ^ 
not come to reside in said borough dnce the preseiMi 
vacancy happened, nor in order to give my vote at tfus, 
election; and that my said house, exclusive of my hf\^ 
annexed to or let with it, except that whereon it stands, 
with its offices and back and other yard, is to the best of 
my knowledge and beliei^ worth the sum of five pounds. 
yearly rent, and that I believe the same may be let for; 
said sum of five pounds yearly to a responsible tennant. 

So help me God. 

And if any candidate or an elector shall require it these 
words shall be added to said oath, (viz.) and that I am of 
ihe age of twenty-4>ne years as I verily believe. 
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Thste is^ oo^ioniion ^vaUiiig: iIb^m to esaoiDf powmS' entitled M &5 . 5^. c. 29. 

y^.in l)fV39^bi^pr tpwns, whether, as inhahitants or freeioen. r.*-^?' 

.)t;Tlie< lietiwaing offieer may employ a banister to assist shires and 
^^1^1, JQx f)lQ. coequjtion of his duty, and any candidate may ^^4^^* 
pay any sum he thinks proper towards defraying fth^ officer may 
exp^nce thereof. b^^! 

^ Hi^'^ 'lie' provision similar to this for counties of cities and towns. 

The returning officer shall erect or hire a building, IG.4. c.u. 
uhliDss there be some convenient place, where he may K]^riitB of 
dbcide all disputed questions, and all objections to vote^ shires and 
iftfctrred to him, and which booth shall be separate from. 40^4^0^*55^ 
itl& i^blttsive of the number of booths necessary for the *• ^* . 
pttlfinff of electors, and such returning officer shall give cities and 
BS^(:!bnstant attendance in such booth each day; and *^^^gwi 
(^6^23^9^ question or objection shall not be decided diiring attend at a 
ffife tiJAe ^hich the poll shall be kept open, the returning ft^pJJ^* 
cfflSd^4?*shall^pTe his attendance in his booth, and proceed ^^' J? 
ft'^ tfe<!id6 the same by 1 G. 4. from seveij o'clock' to ten puted ques- 
^'CTockdf the afternoon of each, except thelast,day, and by J*^^ 
9(jr. 4r. after the polling shall have ceased, or before it shall s. 19., 4 G.4. 
HiW cominenced on each, except the last, day. ' Latter*pS'. 

/^"Nbibbjedtions shaD be made to a vote until the persloA ig.4. c.ii. 
iMJi have declared for whom he votes, and the poll shall ?;^?v , , 

11 . - Kmghtsof 

rot' bn' account of an objection by an mspector of i^ shires and 
AMHate be delayed, but the deputy shall dnect the poll 4^^^' 55. 
derk'to enter a memorandiun on the poll books, shewing s. 53. 
lb 'which candidate such person has given his vote, and cities and 
hfe shall immediately proceed to take the vote of the ^S^' . . 
liext person offisring to poll; and the inspector makiiig objected to a 
tie bbjection shall write down a memorandum on a printed ^XbiT^^ 
form, to be provided by the returning officer, containing bv the poU 
the ttame and place of abode <^ the voter, and the na^ returning 
ture of the objection, and sign and date the same, and o®*:^ ^ 
give the same to the deputy, who shall sign, ^ same with 
tbe.^tial letters of his name, and then give it to the 
assistant deputy clerk of the pe^^^. whp sl\aU, take Jit 
with the certificate or affidavit or affirmation of registry. 
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Oath to be 
administered 
to such voter. 



Vote may be 

fldlowedor 

rejeetedlrp- 

retorsing 

officer or his 

ussesscnr. 



if necessary, to the returning officer to decide on the 
validity thereof; and the returning officer, or his assessor, 
may order the voter to attend him during the enquiry 
into his vote, and examine him, by such questions as may 
aeem necessary, as to any objection made to his vote, and 
such officer or his assessor shall administer the following 
oath to him : 

** I, -4. B. do swear (or being a Quaker or Moravian do 
solemnly affirm), that I will true answers make to all 
such questions as shall be here put to me by the return- 
ing officer or officers or his assessors,^^ (as the case may 
be). So help me God. 

And if the vote be allowed or disallowed, the returning 
officer or his assessor shall write down upon the memo- 
zandum " allow this vote,'' or, " reject this vote," accord-i 
ing to the determination which he shall come to on such| 
vote, and the returning officer or his assessor i^hall write 
down the initials of his name upon the memorandum, 
and shall then deliver the same to the same assisticnt 
deputy clerk of the peace, who had brought it to him to 
be forthwith carried back to such deputy, who shall either 
reject such vote, or order the poll ^lerk to enter the same* 
upon the poll according as he shall be directed by the 
returning officer or his assessor ; and every such memo- 
randum shall be preserved by such deputy, and be 
attached to the poll books at the close of the election, 
and the form of the said memorandum shall be as fol- 
lows: 

These forms do not extend to voters in towns or boroughs. By the 
37G. 3. 0*47. 8.12., however, where a deputy shall not think himself 
competent to determine a question respecting the right of a person to vote, 
bf may send to the sheriff, who shall receive or reject the vote. 
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Fi«m€fOI4eetiona»toft«dkolden»lnrt0.4.eai.s.l»., 1 

•ad4G.4.c.55.8.53. 1 
l0.4.BaroByar | 


Number- 
in the 

Registxy 
Book. 


Name 

of 
Voter. 


Abode* 
of 

Voter. 


Objection. 






(Signed) 
Dated 


day of 18 


Allow this vote. 
(Signed) 


Reject this Vote. 
(Signed) 





Form of Objection as to Freemen, by 4 G. 4. c.55. s. 53. 1 


Name 

of 
Voter. 


Abode 

of 
Voter. 


Objection. 




• 

(Signed) 

Dated 


day of 


AUew ihifl Vote. 
(Signed) 


Reject this Vote. 
(Signed) 
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Fonn of Objecdon to Freemen where the right of Kleotion Bhafl have 
been determined imder and by irirtue of any Act or Acts of Pv- 
liament now in force for the Trial of controyerted £lectionfl or 
Returns of Members to «erve in Parliament, to be in the resident 
Freemen. (4G.4, c. 55. 8.53.) 



Name 

of 
Voter. 



Date of original 
entry in corpora- 
tion books of elec- 
tion to, grant of, 
or admission to 
freedom. 



Residence at time 
of original entry in 
corporation books 
of election to, grant 
of, or admission to 
freedom. 



Objection. 



(Signed) 

Dated di^ of 



Allow this Vote. 
(Signed) 



Reject this Vote. 
(Signed) 



■M 



When an ob- Provided that in case any objection, not in substance 

di^rwit from ^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^"® previously ruled by the returning 
one Dreviousiy officer or his assessor, be taken, or in case any objection 
pu^ shaU not ^ taken, which shall appear to such deputy to be frivo- 
transmit it, jo^^g or taken for the purpose of delay, then the deputy 

but shaU admit . ' • i. i • • / / 

the Tote. shall not transmit the memorandum containing such ob- 
jection to the returning officer, but shaU ^dinit th^ ypto 
objected tOi to b^ entered upon the poU, 
4 6. 4. c. 55. If &^ entry of the affidavit! or affirmation of the registry 
•r^* . ^ of the freehold required by law to be registered shall not 
^rd^ «ppe« in the re^ book, or if my ^rson offering to 
^S^iiffDM to P^^ ^^^ ^^* either produce a certificate of registry, 
returning or be able to rrfer to any original affidavit, or affirmation 
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-(• .*MiK 



jof liift regutry in the possession of the deputy clerk of officer when 
Hhe peace, or if he shall refiise to take the oath afore- of pereOTB*****' 
isaid. or shall not rive a direct answer to each of the5^"?*^*<>^ 
jquestions, to be put to him by the retunung onicer, o> 
^^s assessor, or if it shall appear to such returning 
joflScer by the admissi(m of the person, or by a due exa* 
•mination of one or more credible witness or witnesses upoi| 
oath, (which oath the returning officer may administer,) 
jhat the person offering to vote by virtue of a freehold 
pias polled before at such election, or has personated 
'^another elector, or has polled by virtue of a forgecl 
certificate of registry, or offers to poll by virtue of d 
registry of an alleged freehold^ under a lease for life^ 
imade by a lessor who had not a freehold estate therein^ 
iw by virtue of a registry of an alleged freehold unden 
ta lease for life^ which lease is to determine ofi some such 
condition that a freehold estate has not been demised 
^hereby, or by virtue of any freehold estate^ of which 
fie shall not be bond fde seized; then and in qvery such 
.^;ase the reti^ming oflicer sh^U reject the yote of such 
j>er8on, 

LyJN^o ^clause similar to this is in the 1 G*4 ; but under that act the returor 
ing officer may exercise his discretion generally as to the rejection or a4* 
iwiiman of Totes. 

1 If it shall appear to the returning officer that any 40,4. b, 55. 
person offering to poll has personated any freeman for ■• ^•'' . . . 
the purpose of polling, or that such person is not 41 cities ai)4 
freeman, or (unless the freedom of such person qhaUg!;^^.^' 
have come to him by service, birthnght^ or mamageji) getun uiig • •" 
that he has'BOt been admitted to his freedom, or that h^s Kj^t yotesof 
freedom has not been granted to him six months hefi»e "^^f^^ 

, . * claiming to be 

the teste of the writ for holding such election, then such fi-eemen. 
returning officer shall reject the vote of such person. 

If any person shall be admitted to poll who has poUc|l K..56.. , 
before, cwr who has personated another elector for tfie ^^S^^t!!i^ ' 
pliirfibeie ' eif polling, or who has pcdled by vixtw ^ Mi^^f^^^^^ 
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TmproperTotes forged certificate of registry, or who bas polled by virtue 
the poll by the of a registry of an alleged freehold, under the circum^ 
'^J"™*^' stances stated as to persons offering to vote in the last 

officer, on com- '■ ^uf c 

plaint of candi-«ec/ion hut One; the returning officer shall, upon the 
fad'd^of^* complaint of any candidate, take the vote of such person 
the poll. off the poll, at any time before the final closing of the 

Act com- same, provided that the act complained of be set forth 

plained of, to . . . 

be proved by 8 and described, and positively declared to have been com- 
wS^the^Mme n^it^cd by such person, in an affidavit to be sworn before 
day as it waa a justice of the peace, and such affidavit be delivered to 
the returning officer, and frirther that the act complained 
of shall appear to the returning officer, upon a due exami- 
nation of a witness upon oath, to be proved against such 
person, which oath, the returning officer may administer, 
provided that the affidavit, setting forth every such com- 
plaint, shall be delivered to the returning officer on the 
same day on which the act complained of shall have 
been committed. 
1 G. 4. c. 11. ^Q other person than the returning officer or his asses- 
knights of sor, shall ask any question of any person examined by 
boromrhs^ the returning officer, or his assessor, on account of his 
4G. 4. c. 55. vote, or the vote of any other person having been objected 
Comities of *o, but the returning officer or his assessor may permit a 
cities and barrister, or barristers, to argue any question of law 
Retnniing before him, on the evening of any polling day by 1 G. 4., 

to examine Toters objected to, bnt barrister may argne points of law. 

iG.4. ell. In case of the death or severe illness of any returning 

Knights of officer during the continuance of the poll, hy the 1 G. 4. 

^jtt»» Mid the first sworn deputy^ and hy the 4 G. 4. the other 

4G.4. c.'55. retfiming officer , if there be two returning officers, or 

C ^^ ti f ^ there be but one, or being two in case of the death or 

cities and illness of both, the first sworn deputy shall, under the 

On the death P^^^dty of five hundred pounds to any person suing for 

«fJ2jjf» ^ the same, proceed with the poll, and act in every respect 
effimlae'fliBC for an the purposes of the election, and with all the 
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power to do any act required by law, to be done by a, w»d other 
returning officer, as if he had been originally the return- perform the 
ing officer, and such deputy shall take the oath directed p^^^^K^jQ^ 
to be taken by the returning officer at the commencement 
of the poll, which oath any two justices of the peace 
may administer; and by 1 G. 4. such deputy and by 4 G. 4. 
8iu:h other retuaming officer or deputy shall proceed with 
and dose the poll, and return the persons, who have the 
majority of votes, unless his authority shall be super- 
seded by the recovery of the returning officer, and in 
case of the death, or severe illness of such first or other 
6wom deputy, the next deputy in succession from time to 
time shall act as the returning office, rsubject to the like 
penalty, and with the same power and take the returning 
officer^s oath in manner aforesaid, and by 4 G. 4. the 
deputy who shall thus take the place of such returning 
officer shall be entitled to the same remuneration, as if 
he had continued to act as deputy. 

No person whatsoever shall plead or speak in any place i G*4, cii, 
of polling, dining the hours appointed for polling by Knighuof 
1 G. 4. on any thing concerning the poUing or the refu- ^J.^^ ^^ 
9al of a deputy to transmit an objection to a votCy or 4G.4. c. 55, 
to ask any question of a person offering to poll, and by Counties of 
4 G. 4. on any matter whatsoever, ^^^^^ "*^ 

^ towns. 

Restraining persons from speaking during the time of polling. 

The returning officer or his deputy may commit all iG. 4.^.11. 
persons to gaol, who shall plead or speak on any matter Kmf hts of 
contrary to these acts, or be rioters, or interrupt the poll, shires and 
or {Krevent the approach of electors to the poll, or 1)04^4^0*55, 
iruilty of a contempt to the returmnir officer or his ?:^^- . 

j1_i_. "l-- T_n T Counties of 

deputy, but such unpnsonment shall not exceed twenty cities and 
«>«' hours. ^^^ 

offieer mfiy commit persons obstructing the polL ' 

If any person shall disturb any election or the pro-^^.g ^•^•^^' 
ceedings of the poll, such disturbance shall not be an Knigh^ of 
eaususe to the returning officer for closing the poll, or bw>!^£. 
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4G.4.C.55. making a return, but the court shall be adjourned from 
Counties of ^^^ ^ ^^ voitil such disturbance shall have ceased, 
cities and when the poll shall be proceeded with, and every person 
Rioting no ex- convicted of having violently misbehaved so as to interrupt 
tbe'^.b^^e*® proceedings of the poU, or of havmg injured or 
court may be secreted the poll books or any part thereof, or the writ or 
time^time?"* precept for such election, shall be adjudged guilty of 
felony, and be transported for seven years, or by 36 G. 3. 
1 G.4. c.ii. ^ imprisoned for any time not more than seven years. 
?•*?• Any deputy sheriff*, poll clerk, clerk of the peace, 

Kmghtsof . 1 f /.I I.- J • / 

shires and deputy cierk oi the peace, or his deputy, assistant deputy 
bOTooghs. ^igj.]^ ^f ^|jg peace (and by the 4 G. 4. deputy town clerk 

B. 63, or other officer), interpreter, constable, bailiff, or peace 

ciSjmd** officer, absenting himself from the duty of his office 

towns. during any part of the time that the poll shall be kept 

sheri^and opcn ou cach day, shall forfeit all compensation for his 

ne^lec*tS*^^" attendance during such election. 

their dutj at election, shall lose their compensation. 

Appointment ^^^j ^he returning officer shall thereupon immediately 
their place, remove such person, and appoint another in his place. 
35G.3. c.29. If ai^y returning officer or any deputy shall wilfully 
Knf hts f protract the poll, or be guilty of wilful delay, in taking 
shires and the same, such officer and such deputy shall forfeit five 
4G?4f c!55. hundred pounds to any person suing for it 

8«69ff Cptmties of cities and towns. Officer or deputy delaying, shall forfeit 5002. 

1G.4.C.11. If ^ije pqIj gjjaii continue until the fifteenth day, it 

Knights of shall be closed at three o^clock on that day, and the re- 

bonmg^. turning officer shall immediately after the final close 

4G.4. c.55, thereof, declare the names of the persons having the 

Counties of majority, and shall make a return of such persons. 

Ify^^ngt There is no provision in Ireland for a scrutiny of votes, except during 

Cloie of the *^® ^*^® ^^ polliJig> as before stated. 

35 0.3.0.39. ^^ returning officer shall, upon any pretence whatever 

s. 13. • return more persons than required by the writ or precept, 

shbto 9nd *^d i^ ^^^6 ^^ &^ equality of votes for any candidates 

^><^^^': . . upon the close of the poll, the returning officer shall 
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give a casth^ voice, and by the 46. 4. toftere two re- 4 6.4. e. 55. 
turning officers shall preside^ the senior officer shall coontiee of 
if present gif>e a casting voice, and if not, the jtmior cities snd 
officer shall give a casting voice, whether such officer Returning ' 
shall be legally qualified to vote or not, or shall have°^*^"^*® 
voted or not, at such election, and if he shall return persons then 
more than the number of persons directed to be returned, J^^^ a oMt- 
he shall forfeit two thousand pounds to the person first "^ ^^^^'f ^^ 
suing for it, and such officer shall be incapable of ever cities and 
after voting at an election for an M. P. ^ToffiT^ 

There is no provision in elections for knights of shires, or for towns or preside, the 
horonghs, where there is more than one returning officer, to enable any of senior if pre- 
them to give a casting vote. ^"^ "\* ^ "^ 

Returns to precepts and writs are made nearly in the same form in i ^ cartinir 
which they are made for places in England, vid. forms mutatis mutandit, voice. 2000^ 
pp. 47. 49. penalty on 

In consequence of the last mentioned provision, on an equality of num- retummgmoia 
hers it is not necessary to make a double return, unless it be in elections 
for kn^hts of shires, or for towns or boroughs, where there is more than 
one returning officer. 

Hie cases on which double returns may, if necessary, be made, are, 
where there is a doubt as to the eligibility of the candidates having the 
majority, or where the right of election is disputed, and the candidates 
have majorities -on the diflferent alleged rights, or it is a question, who is 
the returning officer. 

On a general election, the returning officer shall make 550.3^ c.29^ 
a return of the precept six days before the return of the Retu™ to 
writ, and on a writ issued during a session or proroga- proc«pto ^rom 
tion within thirty days after the date thereof, and by s. 3. whom the ' 
the sherifi^shaU accept the return of such precept from such J^ITI." * 
officer only, to whom he shall have directed the same. 

On a general election, the returning officer shall make 35 q « ^^ 
a return of such writ to the clerk of the crown, on or ss.i7.i8. 
before the day on which such writ jshall be returnable, ghiJ^J***^ ^ 
and {yn a writ issued during a session or prorogation 4G.4,c.5&4 » 
within forty days after the teste thereof, and such return- Counties ol /, 
imr offiucer as shall make default therein, shall fijrfeit to ^^^ ^^ 

. « . Ill -I tOWWk . : , I 

any person suing for it one hundred pounds /or each day Returns to,. . 
such default shaUbe made. S^rdileo. 

tioB before the return day, and on a vacancy within 40 days after the teste thereof. 
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IG.4.6.11. 

B. 4. 

Kniglits of 
shires. 
4G.4. c. 55* 
«.7l. 

Counties of 
cities and 
towns. 
Certification 
tmthe return. 

1G.4. c.ll. 
S.95. 

Knights of 
shires and 
boroughs. 
4 G. 4.0. 55. 
8.75. 

Counties of 
cities and 
towns. 

Punishment of 
officers return- 
ing corrupilj 

35G.3.C.29. 
s. 14. 
Knights of 
shires and 
boroughs. 
4G.4. C.55. 
8.73, 

Counties of 
cities and 
towns. 

No fee or re- 
ward to return- 
ing officer ; 
contracts for 
making a re- 
turn shall be 
void. 
Persons giving 

1G.4.C.11. 
S.3. 

Knights of 
shires and 
boroughs. 
4G.4. c.55. 
8.76. 

Counties of 
cities and 
towns. 
Poll books to 
be delivered to 



Whenever a poll shall take place the returning officer 
shall certify on the back of his return to the writ the 
names of the candidates, and the numbers who voted for 
each as it appeared at the filial close of the poll, and such 
certificate shall be evidence of the facts therein certified, 
unless disproved by contrary evidence. 

As the 1 G.4. mentions only returns to writs, it does not include towns 
or boroughs. 

A returning officer convicted of having acted corruptly 
or partially in the execution of his duty as returning 
officer at any election of an M. P., shall be adjudged 
guilty of a high misdemeanor and imprisoned for a 
period not exceeding three years, and he shall be incor. 
pahle of holding any office or situation^ civil or military^ 
under the crown. 

or partially. 

No fee, gratuity, or reward shall be given, paid, received, 
or taken by any returning officer for making out, or for 
the delivery, return, or execution of any writ or precept 
for an election, and all promises and securities to be made 
or given to any returning officer, by way of gratuity or 
reward for making a return, shall be void, and whoever 
shall make, give, or accept such promise or security, or 
any gift or reward to procure any false return, shall forfeit 
a sum equal to the value given or intended to be given 
in such contract, and also two hundred pounds to any per- 
son suing for it. 

or accepting such shall forfeit the amount and 2002. 

When a poll shall take place the returning officer shall, 
within twenty-one days of the final close of the poll, 
deliver all the poll books to the clerk of the peace for 
such place verifying upon oath, which any justice of the 
peace for such place may administer, that the poll books 
delivered in are the original poll books, upon which the 
return was founded, and that from the close of the poll 
there has not been any obliteration, erasure, addition, or 
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alteration made therein, and such poll books shall be the clerk of Uie 

. peace, or other 

kept amongst the records of the place, and the production officer, Laving 
of such books by such clerk of the peace, or officer, or ^^ ^^^^^^f 
his deputy, shall be sufficient evidence of the authenticity 
thereof, unless the same shall be disproved. 

The returning officer shall return with the poll books to 40.4. 0.55. 
the cleric of the peace, an account of the sums received for ^^^^^^^ ^^ 
the expences of such election from the several candidates, cities and 
and the application thereof, and shall verify the same upon ^^^t of 
oath, which any justice of the peace, may administer. ;«"« received 

•^ " * '' for expences of 

election to be retamed with the poll books to clerk of the peace. Charges, v id. p. 107. 

All expences necessary for carrying on the election for ^q 4 ^^^^ 
knights of shires, and for boroughs, shall be paid, in thd 8.26. Knights 

/. . , ,1 ' \^ of shires and 

first instance, by the returning officer. boroughs. 

Election expences, vid. p. 107. 

The churchwarden shall, after the election, deliver 35 G. 3. c. 29. 
over to the clerk of the peace, the registry books of in- Boroughs*. 
habitants immediately upon being required on pain o{^^^^^^^' 
forfeiting ten pounds for every day he shall detain the deliver over 

same, and upon conviction, of suffering one *w^^^^^* bii^ts°to*derk 
imprisonment for every day he shall detain the same. of the peace. 
The writs and returns thereon being returned into the 39&40G.3. 
crown office in Ireland, shall from thence be transmitted Return of 
to the crown office in England, and be certified to the writs to the 
house of commons, as the like returns have been usually ^^ inland, 
or shall hereafter be certified, and copies of the said ^^ ^™ ^ 

thence to the 

writs and returns attested by the chancellor, keeper, or crown office in 
commissioners of the Great Seal of Ireland, shall be ^8?^""*^ 
preserved in the crown office there, and shall be evidence 
of such writs and returns in case the original writs and 
returns shall be lost. 

With respect to the duty of the clerk of the crown in entering the 
returns, rid. ante, p. 24. 

It may, however, be a question, as penal clauses of statutes are con< 
strued strictly, whether the penalty affixed by 7& 8 W.3. c. 7. s. 5., would 
attach to the clerk of the crown for not entering the returns from Ireland 
or Soodand widiin the time thereby limited. IDeelaratiom 
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De^itfation Dedatation against transtibstantiation in the 30 
«ubst«iiti«tioii. ^' ^- *^- 2. c. 1. «. 3.7^0 be made by Protestants before 
voting at elections in Ireland^ and (Uso by members 
before ta^ng their seats in the house. 

I, A. B. do solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of 
(Grod, profess, testify, and declare, that I do believe that 
in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, there is not any 
transubstatatiation of the elements of bread and wine into 
the body and blood of Christ, at or after the consecration 
thereof by any person whatsoever; (2) and that the in- 
vocation or adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any other 
saint, and the sacrifice of the mass as they are now used 
in the church of Rome, are superstitious and idolatrous. 
(3) And I do solemnly, in the presence of God, profess, 
testify, and declare, that I do make this declaration and 
every part thereof, in the plain and ordinary sense of the 
words read unto me, as they are commonly understood by 
English protestants, without any evasion, equivocation, or 
mental reservation whatsoever^ and without any dispen- 
sation already granted me for this purpose by the pope, 
or any other authority or person whatsoever, or without 
«ny hope of any such dispensation from any person or 
authority whatsoever, or without thinking, that I am or 
can be acquitted before God or man, or absolved, of this 
declaration or any part thereof, although the pope, or 
any other person or persons or power whatsoever, should 
■dispense with or annul the same, or declare that it was 
null or void from the beginning.' 

The Oath of Allegia^ice contained in the 13 4* 1 4. Cr. 3. 
c. 35. sA, (I) to be taken by Papists in Ireland before 
i)oting. 
Oath of ^^ I9 A. B. do take almighty God, and his only son 

^egiancd fet j^g^ Christ, my redeemer, to witness, that I will be faith- 
papists m ^ ^ ' ' . 

Ireland. fill, and bear true allegiance to our most gracious sov ereign, 

lord king George the third, and him will defend^ to the 
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utmost of my pcrwcr, against all oonspnradeaaBd aitfimpte 
whatsoerer that shall be made against his person, crown^ . 
and dignity; and I will do my utmost endeavour to 
disclose and make known to his majesty, and his heirs^ 
all treasons, and traitorous conspiracies which may be 
formed against him or them ; and I do &ithfiilly promise 
to maintain, support, and defend^ to the utmost of my 
power, the succession of the crown in his majesty^s family, 
against any persoil or persons whatsoever ; hereby utterly 
renouncing and abjuring any obedience or allegiance unto 
the person taking upon himself the stile and title of 
prince of Wales, in the life-time of his father, and who, 
since his death, is said to have assumed the stile and title 
of king of Great Britain and Ireland, by the name of 
Charles the third, and to any other person, claiming or 
pretending a right to the crown of these realms ; and I 
do swear, that I do reject and detest, as unchristian and 
impious to believe, that it is lawful to murder or destroy 
any person or persons whatsoever, for or under pretence 
of tbeir being heretics ; and also that unchristian and im* 
pioUs principle, that no faith is to be kept with heretics; 
I fiirther declare, that it is no article of my faith, and 
that I do renounce, reject, and abjure the opinion, that 
princes excommimicated by the pope and council, or by 
any authority of the see of Rome, or by any authority 
whatsoever, may be deposed, or murdered by their sub- 
jects, or by any person whatsoever ; and I do promise, 
that I will not hold, maintain, or abet any such opinion, 
or any other opinion, contrary to what is expressed in this 
declaration ; and I do declare, that I do not believe that 
the pope of Rome, or any other foreign prince, prelate, 
state, or potentate, hath, or ought to have, any temporal 
or civil jurisdiction, power, superiority, or pre-eminence, 
directly or indirectly, within this realm; and I do 
solemnly, in the presence of God, and of his only son 
Jesus Christ, my redeemer, jwofess, testify, and declare, 
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tint I do Bake this dedmtkn, and ewaej p«t thereof, 
indie plam md ofdimiy seme of die votds of this oath, 
without any craaon^ eqairocaticHii, or mental leaerraticm 
whatever; and without thrnkiry that I am, or can be 
aeqnitted befine God or man, or abadyed of this dedara- 
on, orany part thereof akhoogh the pope, or any odier 
penon or persons, or aodiority whataoercr, shafl diapenae 
widi, or amml the same, or dedaie that it was nnll and 
Toid from the beginning- 

• 

The declaration andoaih in Me 336.3. c. 21. 8.^. (I) 
to be made by Papists in Ireland before voting, 

Deckntion. « I, J, B. do hereby declare, that I do profisas the 
Roman Catholic religion.'' 

Oathforpt- ^ I, A. B. do swear, that I do abjnre, condemn, and 

^^^ detest, as unchristian and impions, the principle diat it is 

hnrfiil to murder, destroy, or any ways injure any person 
whatsoever, for or under the pretence of bdng a heretic ; 
and I do declare solemnly before Grod, that I bdieve, that 
no act in itself unjust, immoral, or wicked, can ever be 
jimtified or excused by or under pretence or colour, that 
it was done either for the good of the church, or in obe- 
dience to any ecclesiastical power whatsoeyer. I also 
declare, that it is not an article of die cadioHc fiiith; 
neidier am I thereby required to believe or profess diat 
the pope is infidhUe, or that I am bound to obey uiy or- 
der in its own nature immoral, though the pope or any 
eedesiastied poirer should issue or direct sudi order, but 
on the contrary, I hold that it would be sinfid in me to 
pay any respect or obedience thereto ; 1 fiirther declare, 
that I do not believe that any sm whatsoevier committed 
by tti^cim b^ foTgfveif at the mere will of any pope, or of 
any priest, or of any person or persons whatsoever ; but 
that 6ineei*e sorrow fen* past siiis, a firm and sincere resoM 
ludon to avoid futvtfe guilt, and to atone to Ood, are pre- 
viomr amd inditfpeosaUe requisites to estaUisfa a well- 
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founded expectation of forgiveness ; and that any person 
who receives absolution without these previous requisites, 
so far from obtaining thereby any remission of his sins, 
incurs the additional guilt of violating a sacrament ; and 
I do swear, that I will defend, to the utmost of my power, 
the settlement and arrangement of property in this coun- 
try as established by the laws now in being ; I do hereby 
disclaim, disavow, and solemnly abjure any intention to 
subvert the present church establishment, for the purpose 
of substituting a catholic establishment in its stead ; and 
I do solemnly swear, that I will not exercise any privi- 
lege, to which I am or may become entitled, to disturb 
and weaken the protestant religion and protestant govern- 
ment in this kingdom.'*^ So help me God. 

By the 1 & 2 G. 4. c. 58. the charges for an election 
in Ireland, and the payments by a candidate, are regu- 
lated. 

Charges. — Schedule (A.) 

For each booth not in a public building, 16/. ; ditto in 
a public building, ^L 10«. ; assessor, and first day^s 
attendance, SOL ; each subsequent day, 111, ^s. 6d, ; poll 
clerk, each day, 11, 28. 9d, ; deputy clerk of the peace, 
and interpreter each day 10s. ; assistant deputy clerk of 
the peace, and constable (of whom not more than two for 
each poll place are to be paid) Ss. each day. 

Candidate — Schedule (B.) 

One barrister, and first day^s attendance, 50/. ; each 
subsequent day 11/. ^8. 6d. ; one conducting agent 1001. 
besides expences bond Jide incurred ; each agent or in- 
spector, for the first day, 6/. 16«. Gd. ; for each sub- 
sequent day, 3/. 8«. 3d. ; each cheque clerk and other 
de^k, for each day, IBs, 
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CHAPTER III. 



PftOCEEDINGS ON ELECTIONS FOR ALI/ PLACES IN 
SCOTLAND, FROM THE ISSUING TO THE RETURN 
OF THE WRIT. 

if Of, 6 Ann. By the third article of the treaty of union with Scot- 
ment!*"' *' land, it is declared that the united kingdom shall be re- 
presented by one Parliament. 
6Ann, c.6i When any Parliament shall be summoned, the re- 

Issuing of presentatives of Scotland, in the house of commons shall 
^**i^t^'sed ^^ elected by authority of writs under the Great Seal 
for the united of Great Britain^ directed to the sheriffs and stewards 
g om. ^£ ^j^^ respective shires and stewartries. 

The writ for the town of Berwick is directed to the mayor and bailifiB 
of the town of Berwick-upon-Tweed, and the general provisions relating 
to elections and returns for England, extend to this place. 

8.6. If upon the issuing of writs for a Parliament, any 

havinff'a tam "^hire or stewartry, wherein a royal borough is, hath not 

to elect, to be then the right to elect a commissioner or knight of the 

^writ ^ shire or stewartry for that parliament, it shall be omitted 

out of the writ. 

This provision is necessary in consequence of it being declared by t&e 
Scotch act of 5 A. c. 8. s. 12., which is adopted by the act of unicm, thM 
the right to choose a representative for the shires of Bute and CaitbvaM^ 
of Nairn and Cromarty, and of Clackmannan and Kinross, is alternate. 

By the same section it is also declared, that in case of the death or 
legal incapacity of the members for any of the said places, or for Edin- 
burgh, or any of the districts of burghs, the shire, the town of Edinburgh, 
or the district of burghs that chose the member so dying or incapacitated, 
shall elect a member in his place. 
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When any new Parliament shall be called, the lord 16G.2. c.ik 
chancellor, lord keeper, or lords commissioners of the New parlia- 
Great Seal for the time being, shall issue out the writs ^^^^' 
for Scotland, and as well upon the callincr any new Par- Form of wnt> 

' * , . . mutatis mutati' 

liament as upon a vacancy during Parliament, the writs dis, vid. p. S5. 
shall be delivered [now transmitted] to the sheriff or 
steward to whom the execution thereof does belong, and 
who shall thereon indorse the day he received the same. 

The provisions as to the transmission of writs made by the 53 G.3. Vid. p. 2. 
c. 89- extend to this coimtry, and by s. 7. it is declared, that any offence Transmission 

in Scotland a«unst that act is a misdemeanor, and shall be punished ^J'^^^'. 
V i: • • ^ ^i. • J J- X Offence m 

by nne or imprisonment as the judge may direct. Scotland. 

The provisions as to the removal of the military from the place of election 

in 8 G.2. c. 30. mentioned before (vid. pp.7 & 8) extend to Scotland. 

Doubts having been entertained by whom the writs 350,3, 0.55^ 
should be received, it was declared that the writs should »• 2. 

% t f r . Writs trans- 

be deuvered [now transmitted, vid. p. 2.] to the sheriff mitted to 

or steward depute, or the substitute of each and to no sheriff depute,. 

. . . . ^^ "^ substi- 

other person, and the principal, or high sheriff or stew- tute. 
ard shall not officiate in receiving or executing the writ. 

By s. 3. the sheriff or steward depute or substitute, neglecting his 
duty shall forfeit 500/., and by s. 4. the principal or high sheriff, or any 
person other than the sheriff or steward depute, or the substitute of each 
interfering in the execution of a writ, shall forfeit 1000/., and become 
incapable of bearing and executing any office or place of trust under the 
crown. These pecuniary penalties are to be recovered by way of sum- 
mary complaint before the court of session upon thirty days' notice, as 
directed by the 16 G. 2. c.ll. s.43. 

The sheriflF shall, within four days after receipt of the 7 G. 2. c. I6. 
writ, make out a precept to each borough within his ju- **^j' b^^ *' 
risdiction to elect a commissioner for choosing a burgess Sheriff to 
to serve in Parliament, and shall cause the same to be cept^^£in 
delivered to the chief magistrate of such borough re- ^^^ ^*y®* 
sident in the borough for the time being. 

By 6 A. c. 6. s. 5. on the receipt of the writ, the sheriff of the shire Edinbureh. 
of Edinburgh shall direct his precept to the lord provost of Edinburgh Other royal 
to cause a burgess to be elected for that city, and as to the other royal horoughs. 
boroughs divided into fourteen classes, the sheriffs of the several shires 
Bhall, on the receipt of the writs, direct their precepts to erery royal bo- 
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S5G.3.C.65. 

Shires. 
Proclamatioo 
cf election. 



55G.3.C.65. 

S.6. 

Orkney and 
Zetland. 
Prodamstion 
of election. 

16G.3. c.ll. 

S.21. 

Sutherland. 



••11. 
ShisM sn4 
Stewfrtri.es. 
PerMms stand- 
ing on the roll 
to he the 
original con- 
ftitoeat 
memberf* 



Koogli within their shire, reeitiDg the eontaits of tlM writ aad die date 
thereof, and commanding them to elect a commiasioner, and to order the 
commisaioner to meet at the presiding borough on the 30th day, unless 
a Sundar, and then the daj after to choose their burgess to Parliament. 

The sheriff or steward depute or substitute, of any 
county or stewartry in Scotland shall, within six free 
days after receiving the writ, direct the notices required 
by law to be given as to the time and place of election 
for such county or stewartry, and the day of election 
appointed by the sheriff shall not be sooner than six nor 
later than fifteen days from the day of ^uUication at 
the church doors. 

By 3rd Pari. C. II. c. 21. 1631 (Scots act) the sheriffs and stewards 
shall make publication of the diet of Parliament, and of the diet ap- 
pointed for election, at the head bnrgh of the diire on a market-day, and 
also at the parish chmrtdi on the Sonday inunediat^f i<Aowing. 

By 33 G.III. C.64. which extends to Scotland, the tinB «f giving 
notice of elections, is regulated, vid. p. 4. 

The writ for the electicm of an M. P. for the steward- 
try of Orkney and Zetland shall be published in the 
town of Kirkwall, and the twelve parish churches in the 
Island of Pomona, or the main land of Orkn^ only. 

The freeholders iff Sutherland shall meet at the head 
borough of the shire, and shall make up a roll of electors 
as in the other shires of Scotland, and the acts of Parlia- 
ment touching the election of commissioners for Scotland, 
shall extend to Sutherland as well as to the other shires. 

At the annual meetings of freeholders, the ori^al 
members shall be such persons only as shall stand upon 
the roll, that shall have been made up at a Michaelmas 
meeting, or at a meeting for an election of an M. P., and 
a copy of the roll shall, by the clerk of such meeting, b^ 
delivered to the sheriff or steward'^s clerk gratis, whor shall 
insert the same with minutes of the proceedings at such 
meetings in a book, and deliver copies of the same to any 
freeholder desiring them, paying the legal fee for the same, 
and shall, at tfa^ meetings at Michaelmas, or for any elec- 
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tion^ produce the said books for the use of the freeholders; 
and if the principal books, containing the rolls and mi- 
nutes, shall not be produced at the Michaelmas or the 
election meetings, a copy of the said roll and minutes ex- 
tracted and signed by the sheriiTs clerk shall be suffi- 
cient. 

At tlie election for the shire or stewartry the free- C 2. s pirl^ 
holders shall meet at the head borough, where the sheriff^s Scots Act. 
or stewards' court used to be held, between mid-day and ll^^' ^'^ 
two in the afternoon, which shall be open to them, and all Shires and 
others be removed but whom they call. pl^ of ^* 

In elections for shires or stewartries the writ is first read, and then 
the 2 G. 2. e. 24; it is usual also, but it is not required, to read the 38 
sect, of the 16 G. 2. c. 11. which repeals so much of the preceding act, 
as prescribes the oath to be taken by the returning ofiBcer in Scotland. 
The book for entering the names of the freeholders is now produced by the 
sheriifs clerk. The commissioner last elected, after taking the oath of yid.p.40. 
allegiance, rid. p. 40. and signing the assurance by W.&M. 1st Pari. 
Sess. 2. C.38, according to the form in 6G. 3. c.53. s.l. vid.p. 119, and vid. p.ii9. 
also taking the oath of abjuration, vid. p. 41., if required, by a candidate vjd, p. 41. 
or person present at the election, administers the same to the freeholders. 
The declaration against papists in the Scots act of 1700, c. 3. if required The oath of 
by any person, and by 19 G. 2. c. 38. s. 12. the declaration that the elector abjuration is 
has not within a year preceding the election, been twice present in an ~? J?^'*''® Jl 
episcopal meeting in Scotland not held in pursuance of the 10th Ann. c. 7., ^ 
or not registered according to the directions, of that act, if required by 
a cfoididate or person present at the election, and also by 12 A. c. 6. s. 1», 
St. 7 G. 2. c. 16. s. 2., and 37 G. 3. c.138. s. 2. the oath of trust and posses^ 
sion, vid. p. 119, if required by an elector and by 2 G. 2. c. 24. s. 1. the vid. p. 119. 
oath against bribery, vid. p. 30., if required by a candidate, or two of the vid. p. 30. 
electors must be made and taken by the electors. The commissioner last C.2. 3 Pari, 
elected, or in his absence, the sheriff or stewards clerk shall ask the votess ^* ^^\ 
who shall preside! and who shall be clerk to the meeting 1 

I The roll of electors last made up shdl be the roll to 16G.|. c.ii« 
be called over by the commissioner last elected, or in his shires and 
absence by the sheriff's or steward's clerk, in order to the ^^^"^^f • 
election of preses and clerk, as also by the preses after be electors last 
is chosen, for the choice of an M. P., and for the determi- J'e^^sed'^t^^ 
mUion of all questions arising in adjusting the roll, except election. 
so .far. as 1^ same shall> after the meeting is duly oonsli- 
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tuted by the choice of preses or clerk, be altered by the 
judgment of the majority of freeholders standing on that 
roU. 

If the commissioner or sheriff's clerk shall in the choice of preses or 
clerk, take a false vote or refuse a good vote, he shall by s. 13. forfeit 
300/. for every such offence. 



16G.2. c.ll. 

8.13. 

Shires and 
Stewartries. 
Who have a 
casting vote. 



On an equality of votes in the choice of preses or clerk, 
the commissioner last elected^ and in his absence any 
freeholder present who presided last at any meeting for 
an election^ and in his absence, the freeholder who last 
presided at any Michaelmas meetings and if no such 
person shall be present, the freeholder present who stcmds 
first on the roll shall, besides their own votes as free- 
holders, have the casting and determining vote, and the 
preses chosen shall, after his election in the choice of the 
commissioner, and all other questions where the votes are 
equal, besides his own vote as a freeholder, have a cast- 
ing vote. 

The persons chosen by the majority of the freeholders 
standing on the roll shall be preses and clerk for such 
The preses and election, and no number of freeholders separating from 
^osenby^e *^® m^ority shall choose another, and no person shall 
act as preses or clerk at any such election, unless chosen 
by the majority of persons standing on the roll ; e very 
freeholder who shall separate himself from the majority 
and set up any other person, shall forfeit fifty pounds, 
and if any person not chosen shall act As preses or clerk, 
he shall forfeit two hundred pounds. 

The commissioner last elected, or in his absence the 

tibTel^on of fiheriflTs or steward's clerk, shall sign the minutes of the 

preses and election of preses and clerk, and deliver the same to the 

signed. clerk, on a penalty of one hundred pounds to the person 

chosen preses. 

The preses when elected, receives the roll of freeholders from the 
person who presided at his election. He is not however required to 
ttke any oath besides what as an elector he may be called upon to U(ke« 



S.14. 
Shires and 
Stewartries. 



majority, no 
party shall 
choose 
another. 



8.15. 

Minutes of 
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Tlie eleric shall take the oath of alliance and abjuration, and sign the 
assurance^ and also the oath next mentioned. 

At elections for a shire or stewartry, the clerk chosen 16G.2. c.ii, 
by the majority of the freeholders, shall take the oath ?-?^* 
themn stated, which the preses of the meeting shall ad- stewartries. 

By the Scots act, 1681, c. 21., and the act of 16 G.2. c. 11. ss. 12. P* 1^* ^*^« 
IS; this is the proper time for bringing forward claims to be put upon the 
roll, or for making objections to the title of any persons who are upon the 
roll, which can only be altered by the judgment of the freeholders stand- 
ing on. that roll, and in case of an equality of votes, the preses is to have 
a casting vote. ^ 

When the roll is adjusted, the preses calls the same and proceeds to re- 
ceive the votes for the persons nominated as candidates. 

;The same oaths and declarations may be required of the electors, before 
voting for the candidates, vid. p. 111., that are required |of them, before 
voting for the preses and clerk. 

If the -preses shall in [the election of anM.P. take a false vote, or 
refuse a good vote, he shall, by s. 13., forfeit two hundred pounds for every 
sudb offence. 

When the votes are given, the preses himself, giving the casting vote if 
they are equal, declares who has the majority of votes, and that he is 
elected representative of the county, and the minutes are then read over, 
and the meeting is dissolved. 

The clerk chosen by the majority of the freeholders, 16G.2. c.ii,^ 
shall return to the sheriff or steward the person elected cierk to make] 
by the majority of freeholders and no other person, on a • *^«« ^*^ 
penalty of five hundred pounds. 

This penalty is declared to be in lieu of a penalty of the same amount 
inflicted by 7 G. 2. c. 16. s. 1, . • 

The sheriff or steward, upon producing to him a copy ghgriffOTstew- 
of the last roll, signed by the sheriff's or steward's clerk, ard to annex 
and the minutes of the election of preses and clerk ''®*™^ ^ ^'^ 
signed by the commissioner last elected, or in his ab- 
sence by the sheriff's or steward's clerk, shall annex to the 
writ the return made by the clerk and by no other person, 
on a penalty of five hundred pounds. 

This penalty is declared to be in lieu of a penalty of the same amount 
nflicted by 7 G. 2, c. 16. s. 8. 
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6 Ann. c.6. 

8.5. 

Edinburgh. 



2G.2. C.24. 

8.3. 

Vid.p.31. 



Oaths, vid, 
p.m. 



Oath against 
bribery, vid. 
p. 120. 



16 G. 3. 0.11. 

8.41. 

B<»ough8/' 
Witliin^dajs 
after receipt of 
precept, chief 
magistrate to 
summon 
council. 



8.42. 
2 days between 
the council 
meeting and 
the day of 
election. 

8.33. 
Boroughs. 
Electors of 
commissioners 
to choose a 
burgess. 



On receipt of the precept, the lord provost of Edin- 
burgh shall cause the election of the member to take 
place. 

No time is ^mentioned within which the election is to be made. It 
ia however geneiially within two days after receipt of the precept, the 
lord provost issues a precept to the council for the election. One of the 
town clerks is chosen clerk of the meeting, and the oath in 2 G.' 2. c. 24. 
8.' 3. is administered, though in strictness, it is not now in force with re- 
spect to him, as by the 16 G. 2. c. 11. b. 38. it was with respect to return- 
ing officers in Scotland repealed, but no form of oath applicable to him has 
been made instead of it. The precept of the sheriff to the lord provost and 
hi8 to the council, and the act of 2 G. 2. c. 24. and the 16 G. 2. c. 11. s. 
38. are read. 

The same general oaths, assurance, and declaration are to be taken and 
signed by the magistrates and council that are required in elections for 
Eftares in Scotland, except the oath of trust and possession, vid. p. 111., 
itnd the oath against bribery contained in the 34 sect, of the 16 G. 2. 
c. 11., instead of that contained in the 2 G. 2. c.24., must be adminis* 
tered to every elector if required by an elector. The precept must be en- 
tered on the minutes. The candidates are then proposed, and the votes 
are given according to the roll which is called by the clerk. If the votes 
should be equal, the lord provost as preses has a casting vote. . By the 
16 G. 2. c. 11. s. 13., he shall declare the result, and the ccmunon derk 
by 6 A. c. 6. s. 5., certify the name of the person elected to the sheriff 
of Edinburgh. 

The chief magistrate, to whom the precept shall be de- 
liyered, shall upon the back thereof, indorse the day he 
received the same, and within two days after receipt 
thereof, summon the council of the boroi^ by given no- 
tice personally, or leaving notice at the dwelling place of 
every counsellor then resident in the borough, which 
council shall then appoint.a peremptory, day for the. elec- 
tion of a commissioner, for choosing a burgess to serve in 
Parliament. 

Two free days shall intervene between the meeting of 
the council which appoints the day of electing the com- 
missioners, and the day of electing the commissioner. 

The electors of commissioners for choosing burgc^sses 
to parliament, are declared to be within the meaning of 
the act of 2 G. 2. c. 24. 

This act is therefore first read, vid. p. 29. 
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Bj Yfi &M.lst Pari. sess. 4. o. 6., (Scots act) and 16 G. 3. c. 11. 

s. 26. the magistrates and counsellors take the oath of allegiance, vid. p. 
40. and sign the assurance, vid. p. 119., and also the oath of abjuration, vid. 
p. 44. if required hy any member of the council. Though it is provided 
by 16 G. 2. c. 11. s. 26. that all other oaths appointed for such elections 
•hall be made, if required, yet it appears to be doubtful whether any otheif 
oaths can be required. • 

In all elections of commissioners fin: choosing burgesses 16 G.2. c. ii. 
and before they proceed to election, t^ie common clerk of B^lighs. 
each borough shall take the oath therein stated^ which any Common clerk 
of the magistrates, or in their absence any two of the town via. p.iso. ' 
council, shall administer* 

At every election of commissioners fw choosing bur- ^^ 34 
gesses, and at the election of a burgess for Edinburgh, ^**^ agdnst 
every magistrate, counsellor, or person, having a right to p,i2of' 
vote at such election, instead of the oath prescribed by the . % . 
act of 2 (t. 2., shall take the oath therein stated, if de^ 
poanded by any one of the electors, which oath any of the 
ina^strates, or in their absence any of the town council, 
shall administer. 

The Totes are then given, and the pezison who has the majority of votes 
is to be the commissioner. 

The common clerk of such borough shall make out a I66.2. 0.11. 
conunission to the person chosen commissioner by the Bmmghs. 
major part of the magistrates and town-council assembled "^^ ^^®* *® ! 
for that purpose, and shall affix the common seal of the m^iem, and 
l^rough and sign such commission, and shall not make ^e^^or^if h^ 
out a commission for any person as commissioner, other 
than he who is chosen by the majority, on a penalty of 
five hundred pounds for every such offence, to the person siTmonths 
elected commissioner for the said borough, and on pain of j™P"^J!*'^®"* 
suneripg six months imprisonment, and being for ever hold office of 
disabled to enjoy the said office of common clerk. '''''^'"' '^^^'^• 

Jfanyp^soniK>t{;hecommonclerkshallactassuchinthe * g.^?. 
election of a commissioner, axki fehall make onta oommis- Pew<»« ^^\ 
pipja f(ff my person plJber tl^an the person, who was chosen as clerk, sad 
by the majority, and shall sign or affix the common seal ™^"^^^ ' 



116 [Scotland.] a digest of the 

missions, thereto, he shall forfeit five hundred pounds, to be reco- 
P®^ ^ * vered by the^commissioner duly chosen. 

6 A. c. 6. 8.5. The commissioners for the boroughs shall meet at the 
M^ting^for presiding borough of the district upon the 30th day after 
the election, the day of the teste of the writ, unless it be Sunday, and 

•then the day after. 

7 G. 2. c. 16. On account of some mistakes having arisen in the dis- 
8.11. igtoun. ^^^ ^^ Wigtoun, Whithorn, New Galloway, and Stran- 

raver, as to their presiding at elections for that district, it 

was declared that the borough of Wigtoun shall preside at 

the election for the next Parliament, and that the other 

boroughs of the district shall preside afterwards, in the 

method prescribed by the Scots act of 5 Ann. c. 8. adopted 

by the act of Union, 

14 G. 3, c. 81. When the election of the magistrates and council of the 

m th borough, which ought to have been the presiding borough, 

siding borough is reduced and not revived, the next borough entitled to 

next ^dl'pre- P^^^e in tum shall be the presiding borough, and the 

side. election shall be made at that borough. 

8.3. The borouffh which would have been the presiding 

ding bwough borough at the election, if the election of the magistrates 
reduced. and and counsellors had not been reduced, shall, when revived 
shall not pre- by the justice of the crown, have no right to be a presid- 
A^ Ah "^ borough in the election of a burgess, until the othet 
presided. boroughs of the district have successively presided, and 
the right devolves upon such borough in the ordinaiy 
course of rotation. 

The commissioners for the boroughs having met at the presiding bo- 
rough, shall produce to the common clerk thereof, who shall be the elext 
of the meeting, their precepts to their several boroughs, and also theii 
commissions. The conunissioner for. the presiding borough shall act as 
preses of the meeting. The acts of 2 G. 2. c. 24., and 16 G. 2. c.11 . s.38. 
are then read. 

i.^^.**''''^^* The clerk of the presiding borough shaD take the 
Boroughs. oath which the commissioner for the presiding borough, 

^di!^ bL^^ or in his absence any other of the commissioners shall 
to take oath, administer. 

nd. p. ItO. 
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If such clerk shall refuse to take the oath he shall be 9*36. 
incapable to act as clerk of the meeting, and the commis- incap&Mo to 
sioners may choose another clerk, who shall have all the ^*' 
powers, in the same meeting and in returning the mem- 
ber chosen, that are competent to the derk of the pre- 
siding borough. 

Such clerk shall also take the oaths of allegiance and abjuration, and 
sign the assurance. He then reads the commissions, and enters the par- 
ticulars of them in the minutes. This is the time for hearing and deciding 
on objections to the commissions. 

At all meetings of commissioners the common clerk ^so. 
shall allow the votes of such persons only who pro- such persons 
duce commissions authenticated by the subscription ®?^y^ ^^^ ^ 

"^ n 1 allowed as 

of the common clerk, and the common seal of the re- shall produce 
spective boroughs within the district. commissions. 

If any person, to whom no commission is made out, s.s^. 
shall insist that he was duly elected the commissioner ^^^g Sat he 
from any royal borough, he shall be admitted to thc^ elected 

.^, .. « - . , commissioner, 

meeting of the commissioners for choosing burgesses, but not having 
and may offer to take all the oaths reqiured by law, J^"^^^^' ^ 
and declare for whom he would have voted, had he been the meeting, 
duly commissioned, which oaths the clerk of the pre- ^^ toJi)^^- 
siding borough shall administer, and the clerk shall set ndered legal, 
down in the minutes, the declaration as to the candidate, 
for whom he would Tiave voted, had he been commissioned, 
but the clerk shall upon no pretence consider such person 
a legal voter. 

After the nomination of the candidates, the clerk administers to the 
electors the same oaths that are administered in elections for shires or 
stewartiies, vid. p. 111. ; (except the oath of trust and possession,) and 
the oaih against bribery in the 16 G. 2. c.ll. s. 34., vid. p. 120. instead 
of. the oath to that effect in the 2 G. 2., in case it is required by one of 
the electors. 

In case of an equality of votes, the commissioner for 5 Ann, c,8. 
the presiding borough, as the preses of the meeting shall ^'^^ 2 c 11 
have a casting vote, and by 16 G. 2. c. 11. s. 28. if the s. 28. 
commissioner for the presiding borough shall be absent. « 

i3 ^ 
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from or refuse to vote at such elecdon, the commissioner 
from the presiding borough at the last election, and if he 
be absent or refrise to vote, the commissioner fitmi the 
last presiding borough but one, and if he be absent the 
commissioner from the last [residing borough but two, 
shall have, besides his own, the casting or decisive 
vote. 

Hie majority being declared, it is the duty of the preaes and the derk 
to sign the minutes of the proceedings. 

The clerk shall, immediately after the election, return 
the name of the person so elected to the sheriff or steward 
of the shire or stewartry where such presiding borough is. 

There is no provision, and on account of the small number of rotes, 
there is no necessity for a scrutiny in Scotland ; and though by the general 
law of Parliament, returns are to be made with due diligence, no time is 
expressly limited for such purpose. 

In consequence of the preses of the meeting having a casting vote, a 
double return need only be made where it is disputed who is the returning 
officer, and where there is a doubt as to the elegibili^ of the candidate, 
and also on the ground of an equaUly of numbers in the case where two 
commissioners are sent from one of the boroughs of the district, and it 
is a question which of them is legally appointed. 

If the clerk shall neglect or refuse to return the pem 
son so elected, or shall return any other person to )thq 
sheriff or steward, he shall for every such offence forfeit 
five hundred pounds, suffer imprisonment for six mcmtbs^ 
and be disabled from holding the office of common clerk 
of the presiding borough as if he were dead, and if the 
sheriff or steward shall not annex to the writ such return, 
or shidl annex to the writ any return made by any otbo: 
person, he shall for every such offence forfeit five hundred 
pounds. 

These pecuniary penalties are declared to be in lieu of penalties of the like 
amount inflicted by 7 G. 2. c.l6. s. 8. 

The provisions of the 49 G. 3. c. 118. inflicting penalties on persons 
entering into engagements for money, or to procure offices to procure re- 
turns ; and of the 25 G. 3. c. 84. s. 14. enabliujg the person who ought to 
have been returned to recover double damages extend to Scotland. The 
provision also of sect. 10. of the last act, enabling an elector, whete no 
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return has been made, in partionlar cases to petition the house of com- 
mons, extend to this country. 

The sherifiPor steward of the shh*e or atew.artry, shsdl 6A.C.6. s.5. 
annex the return from the clerk of the meetmg for the ^^tfihT 
election of knights of the shire, and also the return from crown office. 
the derk of the presiding borough, at the election of 
M. PV for the districts of boroughs to the writ, and re- 
turn them with the same into the crown office in England. 

Assurance required by the Scots stat of W. ^ M.lat Assurance. 
Pari. Sess. 4. (1693) c. 6. and according to the form 
contained in 6 G. 3. c. 53. s, 1, 

" I, A. B, do, in the sincerity of my heart, assert, ac- 
knowledge, and declare, that his Majesty, king George^ 
is the only lawful and undoubted sovereign of this realm, 
as wcell cfe jure^ that is, of right king, as de facto y that 
is, in the possession and exercise of the government ; and 
therefore I do promise and swear that I will, with heart and 
handy life and goods, maintain and defend his right, title, 
and government against the descendants of the person .who 
pretended to be prince of Wales, during the life of the late 
kin^ James, and since his decease, pretended to be, and took 
upon himself the style and title of king of England, by the 
name of James the third, or of Scotland by the name of 
James the eighth, or the style and title of king of Great 
Britain, and their adherents, and all other enemies who 
either by open or secret attempts, shall disturb or disquiet 
his Majesty in the possession and exercise thereo£^ 

Oath of trust (ind possession contained in ^ G. 2. Oath of trust 
/?. 16. s. 2., to he taken by freeholders in shires in ScoU «»<! possession. 
Ihfid before the election of preses and clerks and also 

before £lie election of the members to serve in Parliament. 
•J ■ . . ■ ■ ■ 
*' I, A. B. do, in the presence of God, declare and swear, 

that the lands and estate of for which I claim a 

right to vote in the election of a member to serve in Par- 
liament for this county or stewartry, is actually in my pos- 

I 4 
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session, and do really and truly belong to me, and is my 
own proper estate, and is not conveyed to me in trust, or 
for or in behalf of any other person whatsoever ; and that 
neither I nor any person to my knowledge, in my name, or 
on my account, or by my allowance, hath given or intends 
to give any promise, obligation, bond, back-bond, or other 
security whatsoever, other than appears from the tenor 
and contents of the title upon which I now claim a right 
to vote directly or indirectly, for re-disponing or re-con- 
veying the said lands and estate in any manner or way 
whatsoever, or for making the rents or profits thereof 
forthcoming to the use or benefit of the person from whom 
I have acquired the said estate, or any other person what- 
soever, and that my title to the said lands and estate is 
not nominal or fictitious, created or reserved in me, in 
order to enable me to vote for a member to serve in Par- 
liament, but that the same is a true and real estate in me 
for my own use and benefit, and for the use of no other 
person whatsoever, and that is the truth as I shall answer 
toGod.^ 

Oaths required by 16 G. 2. c. 11., to be taken by a 
magistrate at the election of a burgess, «. 34 ; by the 
common clerk before the election of commissioners to 
choose a burgess, s. 35. ; by the clerk of the presiding 
borough before the election of a burgess^ s. 35. ; and by 
the clerk before the election for a shire, s. 37. 

" I, A. B. do solemnly swear, that I have not directly 
^•<^* or indirectly by way of loan or other device whatsoever, 

recdved any sum or sums of money, office, place, employ- 
ment, gratuity, or reward, or any bond, bill, or note, or 
any promise of any sum or sums of money, office, place, 
employment, or gratuity whatsoever, either by myself or 
any other to my use or benefit, or advantage, (in the case 
Of magistrates of magistrates at the election of a burgess, by s. 34, or to 
« burgeX ^^ ^^* bene^t, 09' advantage, of the city or borough of 
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which I am magistrate^ counsellor j or burgess^ in order to 

give my vote at this election;) (in the case of the common Qf ^jonj^jon 

clerk before the election of commissioners to choose a bur- clerk before 

gess, by s. 36, to make out am,y commission for a com- commiLioners. 

missioner for choosing a burgess, and that I will duly 

make out a commission to the commissioner^ who shall be 

chosen by the majority of the totvn council assembled,aml 

to no other person;) (in the case of the clerk of the presid- Of clerk of 

, presidiiig be- 

ing borough before election of a burgess, by s. 35, to make rough. 

any return at this election of a member to serve in Par- 
liament, and that I will return to the sheriff or steward 
the person elected by the major part of the commissioners 
€issembled, whose commissions are authenticated by the 
stibscription of the common clerk and common seal of 
the respective boroughs of this district ;) (and'in case of Of clerk at 
the clerk at elections of members to serve in Parliament for a ^^^ 
shire, by s. 37, to make any return at the present election 
of a member to serve in Parliament, and that I will return 
to the sheriff or steward, the person elected by the ma- 
jority of the freeholders upon the roll made up at this 
election, and who shall be present and vote at this 
meeting.) 

So help mc God.^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

WHO MAT AND WHO MAT NOT TOTE OR IMTERrCSS 
AT ELECTIONS FOR ALL PLACES IN ENGLAND, lEE^ 
LAND, AND SCOTLAND. 

Alieas, anlMi Aliens caimot vote unless nuide deniiens by Inters 
■Mdedeniaeu, patent OF RatHnliied by a piiTate act or under the pro- 
**T»«Ji^Sed. Tisions of a general act of Parliament, as by 13 G. 2. 
c. du fbrdgn seamen, who in time of war serre two 
years on board an English ship by Tirtue of the king's 
pfToclamation, and fi»eign Protestants and Jews residing 
seroi years in any of our Ameiican Colonies inthoat 
beii^ absent two months at a time, and foordgn Protes- 
tants, by 2 6. 3l c. 25. serving two years in the army, 
<» by 22 G. 2. c. 45. ss. & 11. 12. serring three years 
in the whale fishery and qualifying themadves by 
taking the oaths or making the affirmati<Mis of allegiaiice 
and abjuration^ and not afterwards absenting themaelTes 
firom the king^s dominions for more than one year, and 
then they are ipsofado naturaHied and parirflcgcd to Tote. 
AQ these persons, howercr, are liable to the exceptions in 
4 G. 2. c. 21. as to the children of persons attainted rf 
treason, and those in the scrrice of princes in enmity with 
the British crown. 

Tbe pitmsioasof ^ese acts ben^Bade yi ei kwai rtp Acwbmm with 
Izdnd^ <io aot extend to that cooatxj ; bat,, br £S Jci4 G. ^c.SS. {t.\ 
•n iKS«%siezsti(t«ztT- sect, except Jews, set^m^nLlieluuLahalL be deemed 
BafcBZ^ subjects tsd mar rote. In Scodutd, tiltere does Bot app e i to be 
% SKMflar prorision ; MnA in cooseqaeace of the parttoxlar Mode of dec- 
tioas fior Scotland, it » not probable diatuialbBt wooIdTote at aor of the 
electioB2» there. 

^^^^^ Ii^ theoaths of qualification for all places inEi^land and 

jMiyMiiiad Ireland, except London, and Norwich, the elector most 

swear that he is twenty-one Tears of age* but bestdes this bv 
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7&8 W.3. C.2S. 8.8. for England, by 35G.3. c.29. 8.26. 
for knights of shires and boroughs, and by 4G.4. c.55. 
s. 25. for counties of cities and towns in Ireland, and by 
the act of \^VJy c. 8. for Scotland, it is declared that Ho 
person under the age of twenty-one years shall vote. 

Women (Inst, p^ 5.) idiots, lunatics, except at lucid Womea^idiots, 
intervals, though no commission is issued against them, Jj^c*^56 
but mere imbecility, is not a disqualification if the voter to 333. 
understands what he is doing, 1 Peck. 108 ; convicted 
felons (and the book of the quarter sessions is sufficient 
evidence of the conviction, Phil. I70,) imless they have 
received the benefit of clergy, or been pardoned :* per- 
sons attainted 6. T. R. 117., and persons convicted of JJSedo/^" 
perjury, or subornation of perjury, or of giving or re- feW."" 
cdvii^ bribes, by 2 G. 2. c. 24. 8.6&7. in England and- ^^; ""^ 
Scotland, and by 35 G. 3. c. 29. s. 23 & 72. for knights 
of shires and boroughs, and by 4 G. 4. s. 55. s. 73. & 84. 
for counties of cities and towns in Ireland, are disquali- 
fied to vote. 

In some cases the legislature has expressly declai^ed^ 
certain persons disqualified for bribery, as in New Shore- 
ham-, 11 G. 3. c. 55. and Nottingham, 43 G. 3. c. 60.; 
but unless the parties be convicted, or such an aci be 
passed they are not disqualified, though a committee oil 
a petition on a former election may have declared them 
to have been guilty of bribery, 2 Peck. 245. '250. 

By 1&2 G. 4; c. 47. thie borough of Grampound, im'Gramppimd 
account of bribery, was disfranchised^ and the right to' ^ <«4«?u» • 
elect two additional knights was given to the county of 
York. 

* In 1 Feck. 509. a distinction was made between a conviction for petit 
larceny and for grand larceny, where the defendant had been admitted to 
his clergy. As, however, by 7&8G.4. c.29. s.l. the distinction be- 
tween petit and grand larceny is abolished, and iBvety larceny is to be 
taken to be of the same nature, and subject to the same incidents as grand 
larceny was before that act, and by7&8G.4.c.27., the 31 G. 3. c.35. 
enabling persons convicted of petit larceny to be witnesses is repealed, 
there will be no ground for a similar argument in future. 
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The toCm of oodsMios civil pcoeMsa^ of 
beea objected to, bat tlie points hare not r 
die boose (^oommons. 

H« c. 533. 4. Any person, who shall during, or withm six months 
e.5r.s. 1. previous to, m foorteen days after any dection, be em- 
ployed in any capacity fcv the purposes of such election. 



F 

disqaaiiied, and shall at any time, accept, with reference to sudi em- 

to beemite^ plcyment, any money or office, or any security fiir any 

Ues. money or office, shall not vote, and by s. 5. voters are to 

be exempt from serving as constables during the election. 

By sect. 4. this act is not to extend to Scodand, and as Irdand is not 
nentiooed, it would seem that it is not intended to be indnded in it. 

Paeis Borigbt No peers, except Irish peers actually elected, and not 

in^^etten at having declined to serve for any place in Great Britain, 

trT'^^ have a right to vote, and by a resolution of the house of 

' commons, which is now the standing order on the subject, 

it is resolved to be an infringement of the liberties and 

privileges of the commons for any lord of Parliament, 

or other peer or prelate not being a peer of Ireland at 

the time elected, and not having declined to serve for 

any place in Great Britain, to concern himself in the 

election of a member of the house of commons, except 

an Irish peer when candidate for any place in Great 

Britain, or for any lord-lieutenant, or governor of any 

county, to avail himself of any authority derived from 

his commission/ to influence the election of a member of 

Ministersof ^^ house of commons. A similar resolution was also 

the crown. made with respect to the ministers and servants of the 

37Joiim. 507. . ^MMt\ 

crown, m 1779' 

These resolations relate to all elections for members of Parliament in 
£ngland, Scotland, and Ireland, bat do not appear to extend to meetings 
in Scotland ion choosing ccmmiissioners to elect burgesses to Parliament. 

Rerenne By 5 W. & M. c. 20. s. 48. no person employed in 

^^^^ the excise, 12&13 W. 3. c. 10. s. 91. no person in the 

E hmdand ^^^^^^^ 9 A. c. 10. 6. 44. no person in the post office, 

Scotland. and by 9 A. c. 11. s. 49., for laying duties upon vellum 
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and parchment, and 10 A. c«19* s. 182. for (among other 
things) laying duties upon soap and paper made in or 
imported into Great Britain, and upon cheque and striped 
linens, and upon certain silks, calicoes, linens, and stufis, 
and upon printed papers and advertisements, and on cards 
and £ce> and for licensing Hackney coaches, and for bet- 
ter securing the duties on licences for marriages, no per- 
son managing the several duties granted by those acts, 
shall in any manner endeavour to persuade any elector to 
give, or dissuade any elector from giving his vote, on pain 
of forfeiting one hundred pounds, and of being disabled 
from bearing or executing any office of trtcst whatever 
under the crown. 

These acts relate to England and Scotland. 

Every person holding, or within twelve months after 2SG. 3.o.4i. 
he shall cease to hold, any of the employments after- En^i^j^^ ^nd 
mentioned, is disqualified from voting for any M. P., or Scotland, 
for any delegate in whom the right of electing an M. P. g. i. * ' 
for Scotland is vested, or by 37 G. 3. c. 138. s. 1. for a 5[?^"^^., 

- « • , . - Disqnahfica- 

preses or clerk, or on any question relative to the a^'ust- tion of voting 
ment of the roll of freeholders of any county at any ^"^ ****** 
meeting whatever, on pain of forfeiting one hundred 
pounds, (the prosecution for which is to be commenced 
within a year,) and of becoming incapable of bearing 
or executing any office of trust tmder the crown ; (but 
by s. 3. it is declared it shall not extend to any office 
usually held by letters patent for an estate of inhe- 
ritance or freehold;) any person whatever concerned 
or employed in the charging, collecting, levying, or 
managing the duties of excise, or any branch or part Excise, 
thereof, (this does not include the htisband of the office 
keeper to the collector of excise^ 1 Peck. 373, or an oc- ^^^^ ^^ 
casional collector of excise paid by the collector^ 4 Fra. keeper, an 
165;) any person whatever concerned or employed ^'^'J^^'^gj. 
in the charging, collecting, levying, or managing the cus- oepted. 
toms, or any branch or part thereof; (this does not in-' C^*o™8. 
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A former clude a former c(tpiain of a (mstom houae cutter y wha 
reveiiQe*cutter 1'eceived an annuity from his siLCcessor^ as a mark of 
excepted. gratiticde for having kept his intention of resigning^ 
secret, and thereby enabling the successor to obtain the 
sitiMtionf 1 Peck. 397*9 or by 51 G. 3. c. S4t: the fifteen 
Cod and com ^j^^/ meters a/nd ten com meters of the City of Londonr 

meters of */ i^ ^ 7 

London though they may have a commission from the commissi- 

excepte . Qji^fs of customs^ Or be employed in the admeasurement 
of coal or com for the purpose of ascertaining the 
duties of customs, if they shall not receive or be en-^ 
titled to any salary or fee out of the revenue^ of (he 
crown; (nor in Ireland any person concerned or, 'em- 
ployed by the commissioners of the revenue in charging, 
collecting, ley}ring, or managing any of the duties in that 
country ;) any person concerned or employed in collecting, 
Stamps, receiving, or managing any of the duties on stamped vel- 
lum, parchment, and paper, or any person appointed 4>y 
the commissioners for distributing of stamps ; (this does 
A subdvrtribu- fioi include a subdistributor of stamps^ 1 Peck. 373» 
onexcep . ^ j,^^ j^g^ ^ ^ ^^^ person employed in collecting, levying, 

Salt. ...orjnanaginganyof thedutiesonsalt, (thedutyonsal^w^, 
bySG. 4. C.66., repealed;) any person in England or Scotr 
Umd employed in collecting, managing, or repeiviiig the 
duties on windows or houses ; (this does not include a col- 
Windows. lector of the duties on windows and hoicses, appointed by 
cepted. the commissioners qf. the land ta>w, 2 P^k. 116. 2 Lui 

651,* or any postmaster general, or his or their deputy or 
deputies, or any persgpi ^inployed by or under him or 

* The reason of this is that by s.3. it is declared that the act of ihe 
dSG.S. C.41. shall not extend to commissioners of the land tax, or per- 
sons acting under the appointment of soch commissioners, for the pqrpoM 
of assessing, levying, collecting, receiving, or managing the land tax or 
any other rates or duties granted or imposed, or thereafter granted or im- 
posed by authority of Parliament, and by the 20 G. 2. c. 3., & 38 G.3. c.46l 
the management of the duties of windows and houses is placed under the 
control of the conuoisBioners of the land .taz» who aice to appoint th^ 
. . ;. . . collectors, 2 Peck. 116. 
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them, in receiving, collecting, or managing the revenue of 
the post-office, or any part thereof, (by this the clerk to Post Office, 
a postmaster in a post town, appointed with the post- 1^ a poet town, 
master-general's approbation, 1 Peck. 364 to 358, the jj^g^,^ ^ 
husban4 of the postmistress an4 the postmaster, though post mistress. 
another ei^ecutes and receives the profits pf the office, 
2 Lud. 558. 561. are disqualified, but U does riot include Excepted. 
a person appointed by the poatmaster with the postman- 
ter-^eneraFs approbation to distribute letters and receive 
the postage in a parish within his district ^ not a, post 
town, 2 Lud. 562. or the guard of a mail coachf ap^ Mail-coach 
pointed by the comptroller general of the post-office, and ^^ ' 
paid by the postmaster of a county town, 2 Fra, 254. 
and by2^ G'3, c. 26. s. 15. the farmers of the post-horse ^'^ G.3. c.26. 
duty appointed collectors thereof) or any captain, master. Farmers of 
or mate, of any ship, packet, or other vessel, employed post-horse 
by or under the postmaster or postmaster-general, in coiv Captains of 
veying the mail in England and Scotland to and from ^^"^ 
fordgn ports, and in Ireland to or from &ny place what- 
ever. 

No justice, receiver of fees, surveyor, or constable atSG.4. c.55. 
any of the public police offices in London, Westminster, Police magis- 
or Sottthwark, whilst he shaU continue in office, or within ^,"!^! "l?*" 

' ' cers cannot 

six months afterwards, on pain of forfeiting J^lOO, shall rote or inter- 
be capable of voting at an election of a member of Pam ^l^^^ ® ^' 
liament for Middlesex, Surrey, Westminster or Southwark, 
or shall in any manner endeavour to persuade any elect(n* 
to give, or dissuade any elector from giving his Vote for 
any member for such places. 

Whether the receipt of alms or parish relief by a man, Alms or pwish 

r.' 'I* 1.MJ . J- vxi X- 11 rehef, receipt 

his wife, or child, operates as a disqualincation generally^ of. 
affi^^ting voters of all descriptions and fer aU places in 
England, is a question on which there is no fixed decision, 
Committees of the house of commons having come to dif- 
ferent .determinations on the sulgect. ^ _ 
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Con. 307. In Soedaiid, pensioners cannot vote at elections for 

gistrates of boroughs, and from the particular qualificatidn 
it is hot probable that a person who had received ahns 
should there claim to vote at elections for an M. P., tad 
thef e is not in that country or in Ireland a provinon for 
the poor, similar to what there is in England. 
'Sofijy*** ' The best opinion, however, appears to be that it is, in 
567. id. 365. itself, no disqualification to freeholders; (in the CricUade 
Mi^' tod ed ^®*^®> however, there was a contrary decision, 2 Lud. 663.) 
295. or to freemen (there was a contrary decision in the Oak- 

hampton case, 1 Peck. 373.; but it was without argument, 
and only afiected one vote), or to burgageH^enure holders 
for cities, towns, and boroughs, unless by some resolution 
of the house of commons, the right of the particular 
. place is declared to be in freemen, or burgage-tenure 
holders, (either singly or in conjunction with others) 
not receiving alms or parish relief. The receipt of alms 
or parish relief, by a man, his wife, or child, is, therefore, 
[Hrincipidly a disqualification to scot and lot voters. It is, 
however, no disqualification to a miUtia man during the 
iime of actual service, by 18 6. 3. c. 59. s. 25., and to 
voters generally, unless it be subsequently to the period 
when the right of the voter accrued, 1 Peek. 72^ and 
within a year preceding the election, except in London, by 
St. IIG. 1. C.24. s. 14., and in Reading 16 joum. 87. 
where the receipt of any alms whatsoever, wkhin two 
years, operates as a disqualification. The r^eipt of a 
part of sacrament money, 25 joum. 375., or of a benefit 
from charities distributed weekly, monthly, or yearly, to 
persons during good behaviour, is no disquidification, 
1 Peck. 510, and this rule applies generally to charities, 
unless a committee of the house of commons has come 
to a contrary determination with respect to particular cha- 
rities in particular places. 

Subject to the foregoing observations, all persons may 
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Yote, foreigners made denizens or naturalized, Quakers, 
7 & 8 W. 3. c. 34., Moravians, 22 G. 2. c. 30. ; Jews, 
10 G. 1. c. 4. ; Papists, taking the oaths required m the 
difierent countries, returning officers and candidates. 

In elections in England for knights of shires, by 8 H. 6. Snglmd* 
c. 7- «nd 18 G. 2. c. 18. s. 1 & 6., and for cities and towns el^wM. ^ 
being counties, so far as respects freeholders, by 19 G. 2. ^F knighuof : 
c. 28. s. 4 & 13. the electors must, on a penalty of 40/., to coantks of 
be recovered by any candidate for whom they should not ^^.""^ 
vote, have a freehold interest in the district of the value 
cf 40«. clear of all charges, except taxes not fraudulently 
granted, nor come into possession within *twelve months 
previously to the election, except by descent, marriage, 
devise, or promotion to a church or an ofHce. 

In elections for knights of shires, the estate (except by England. 

IBG. 2. c. 18. s. 4. any rents, or any chambers in the S?*^i?" ^' 

^ ' ^ knights of 

inns 01 court or chancery, or any messuages or seats be- shires. 
longing to any office not usually rated) must, by 20 G. 3. 
c. 17* s. 1., have been assessed to the land tax in the name 
of the voter or his tenant, six months. By s. 2. it does not 2^e<*'85. 
extend to annuities or fee farm rents issuing out of 
lands rated, or to any person who became entitled to such 
estate by descent, marriage, devise, or promotion to a be- 
nefice, or to an office, within twelve months, if it has been 
rated in the name of some former proprietor or tenant, 
within two years before the election. By 30 G. 3. c. 35. 
8. 1 & 2. the assessments may be either in the name of the 
owner o£ the property or some predecessor or their tenants 
respectively, within the periods just stated. In elections Freeholders. 
for cities and towns, being counties, the estate must, by Counties of 
19 G. 2. c. 28. s. 3. (except any rents or any messuages towns. 
or seats belonging to any offices not usually rated) have 
been assessed to the land tax, twelve months newt 
before the election.* If the land tax has been re- 

• The period of assessment, as stated above, for cities and towns being H' \^^ 
coimti60, is the sipne at Mr. Sergeant Heywood and Sir John Simeonhave ^54, * 



deem^ proof of such redempdon on oath or otherwise^ 
is sufficient, 42 G. a c 116. s. 200. Tithes need not 
be assessed to the hmd tax, H. C 201. 
(^ngland. In elections for knights of shires, and cities and towns, 

ei^OTwftv^ being counties, if the interest consist of an annuity or 
Ii!^*!^ . rent charge issuing out of hmd, a mem6rial of the grant 
tiM nd towns of such annuity or rent charge, must have been rq^tered, 
^ummSS*^ and a certificate of the assessment where it has been as- 
sessed, entered with the derk of the peace twelve months 
before the election, 3 G. 3. c.24. s.3&^4. unless, by s.2.it 
came to such person by descent, marriage, devise, or pre- 
santation to a ben^ce or promotion to an office within 
twelve months, and then it must be entered before the 
day of election, and unless it be a reserved or fee^fimn 
rent, assessed to the land tax. By 42 G. 3. c 116. s. 154 
the purchasers of land tax are entitled to vote as the 
owners of a fee-&rm rent, and by 51 G. 3. c. 99* it is not 
necessaiy to register any certificate or memorial of the 
purchase thereof, as of other &e-&rm rents and annuities. 
Annuities firom the crown or in respect of offices need not 
be roistered, H. C. 234. 236. 2 Lud. 431. 500. 

The interest must be fireehold, and therefore persona 
holding by copy of court roU^ cannot vote** They are 
also expressly disabled by 31 G. 2. c. 14. s. 1. on the pe- 
nalty of 50/., to be recovered by any candidate first suing 
for it, for whom they did not vote. By this act, tenants 
in ancient demesne, and persons who hold their estates by 
a species of tenure called tenant-right, which prevails^ 
-principally in Northumberland, Cumberland, and West* 
moreland, are disqualified, but customary fireeholders have 
the right of voting, H. C. ^5. to 84. 

laid down ; but if tks SO G. 3. c. 17, the title of which includes yotezs at 
counties generally, and not merely for knights of shires, be considered to* 
extend to cities and towns being counties, there would be the same period 
of, and the same regulations as to, assessment in bodi places, and the IsfT 
on the subject would harmonize much better. 

• It is worthy of remark, that, thoi^ under the act of 9 A. c. 5. s. 1. 
« freehold or copyhold esUte of 3001, or 6002. a year is th* qniiliM^ 
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By the 88 H. 8. sete. 2. c. 1. (I) it was pfovided fiat Irehad. 
the dectora of knights of shires in Ireland, should have kxaghts of 
a freehold estate of the yearly value of forty shillings *^^*^"' 
abdre ail diaig^. As far, therefore, as the value of the 
estate was the criterienn of the quali£cation, the right to 
vote in respect of freeholds was originally the same in 
England and Ireland. In the latter country, however, 
though the right has not been expressly altered, it has, 
by numerous regulations, been very much modified* 
These are various, depending, on the place for which the 
election is held, whether it be for a knight of a shire, or 
for a county of a city or town, on the nature of the inter- 
est, whether it consist of land, or of a charge issuing 
out of land^ and on the amount, whether it be of forty 
shillings, twenty pounds, or fifty pounds. 

In the 35 G. 3. c. 29. (I) S^ G. 3. c. 47. (I) 45 G.S. Freehoiden 
c. fi9. and 1 G. 4. c. 11., with respect to counties g^^^-Sf^^lJ^ 
rally, and in the 4 G. 4. c. 55. for counties of cities 
and towns, the provisions for registering freeholds are 
contained, and persons cannot vote in Ireland in respect 
of a freehold, unless it has been r^stered' previous to 
llie teste of the' writ 

By 35 G. 3. c. 29. s. 40., and by 4 G. 4. o. 56. b. 29., no redtor, yicar, 
or curate, shall be obliged to register bis freehold aiicting from bis eccle- 
siastical preferment, or be precluded from voting on account of the non- 
registry thereof. 

On the day before, unless a Sunday, and then on the *^' '*•*'• ^5* 
day but one before the opening, and on the day after. Counties of 
uiiless a Sunday, and then on the second day after the ^^^ ^^ 
closing of the quarter sessions, the chief magistrate 
shall, on the request of a freeholder, hold an open court 
of sessions, for the purpose of registering all freeholders 
presenting themselves, from ten o'clock a. m. to four 
o^clock p. M. the chief magistrate need not attend during 
the time that any two justices shall attend. 

tion for an M.P., a copyhold estate, however great the value may be, is no 
qaa^^tion to vote at any place in England, except CricUad^andWMtbivjK; 
K 2 
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4 G.4. e.55. Persons may roister fireeholds at sudi qpecial sessidUd 
asG.a. C.S9. ^ counties of cities and towns, and in all coonties at any 
*• ^' quarter sessions, and every adjomnnient thereoC 

57 G.3.C.47. The registry of any freehold shall not be impeached 
4G^4 -5 ^"* a<^coimt of any irregularity in hdding or adjourning 
fe.15. any sessions, from whence the sessions at which such 

freehold shall have been roistered shall have been 
adjourned provided such latter sesdon shall have been 
duly held in all other respects. 
45 G. 3. c. 59. In case of no adjournment, or no adjournment of aA 
Countieitf, adjournment of the sessions, and such sessions shall 
lapse, a sessions shall be held the first Monday in th^ 
next month at the place where the last sessions of the 
peace shall have been held, for the purpose of roistering 
freeholds, and such sessions may be adjourned to any 
city or market town of the same county. 
35G.3.C.29. Persons possessed of freeholds of the yearly value of 
4 of 4 c 55 ^^ pounds, may take the requisite oath before a judge 
s. 9. in any of the courts in Dublin, or at an assize, and upon 

its being read aloud in court at any sessions of the l^eace^ 
and fidgned by the justices, and delivered to the clerk of 
the peace, such oath shall be of the same efiect as if it 
had been made at the sessions. 
37 0.3. c.47» Freeholders in actual service in the army or militia, 
4 G. 4. C.55. may take the oaths at any sessions of the peace, or ad- 
*' joumment thereof {would this include an adjinjtmment 

of an adjournment?) for the place where they are 
quartered, and when read aloud in court at the sessions 
of the peace, or hxl adjournment, or an adjournment of an 
adjournment thereof, and delivered to the derk of the 
peace, such oath shall be of the same effect, as if it had 
'been made at the sessions of the peace for such places 

By the 37 G.3. c.47. 8.15. no peracm shall be deemed not properij 
registered, on accoimt of the affidavit not being on stamped paper, or not 
having been read aloud in open court. There is, howerer, no such pro- 
vision in the 4G»4. 
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iG. 4.C.11. No freehold by virtue of a written mstrument shall 
4 g!4. c.55. ^^ registered unless the deed be duly stamped, and the 
»• 11- clerk of the peace shall state in eyery certificate of the 

registry of a freehold of the value of forty shillings, by 
virtue of a written instrument, that the same was stamped 
according to law. 
35 G.3. c. 29. The clerk of the peace shall give a certificate of the r». 
4 G. 4. c. 55. gistration of his freehold to every person demanding it, 
I'i^G -? 29 ^^^ which he shall pay three pence. 
8. 25. No person shall vote for knights of shires by virtue 

sWres'^rent ^^ ^ freehold arising from a rent charge, unless it be of 
charge under the clear yearly value of twenty pounds. 

20/., no quali- 
fication, xjiig uQ^ only extends to elections for knights of shires, and it is 
clear bj the 4G.4. c.55. s. 23. that persons possessed of a freehold 
arising from a rent charge, though of the amount only of forty shiflings 
a year, are entitled to vote in counties of cities and towns. By tbe 45 
G. 3. c. 59. provisions were made as to freeholds under the yearly va- 
lue of twenty pounds ; but it appears not to have been intended to in- 
clude a freehold under that amount arising from a rent charge. 

35G.3. C.29. No person shall vote for knights of shires in respect 
K ^'^hts f ^^ * ^^^* charge above twenty pounds, and for counties 
shires. - of cities and towns in respect of a rent charge above 

4 G. 4. c. 55. forty shillings, unless the same shall have been regis- 
Counties of tered by sect. 34 of the 35 G. 3. (I.) within eight 
cities and years, and twelve months at least, and by the 4 G. 4. 
twelve months at least, previous to the teste of the writ. 
35 G. 3. c. 29. No person shall vote in respect of a freehold registered 
Rights of ^^ ^^ *^® value of fifty pounds or twenty pounds not 
shires. arising out of a rent charge, unless registered six months 

s. 23. at the least before the teste of the writ, and by the 4 

Counties of Q^ ^ jf j^^ ^ |.jjg person from whom it is held, or t9 

cities and . it i . /» i 

towns. any person m trust for him, or for the term for which it 

'is held, unless it shall have been registered twelve months 
previous to the teste of the writ. 
45 G. 3. c. 59^ No person shall vote by virtue of a freehold under the 
K ^' hts f y^^^^y '^alue of twenty pounds, unless registered twelve 
shires. moQ](Jis ^t the 1east« previous to the teste of the writ. 
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No pcraba shall Tote by virtue of a freehold regis- 4 G. 4. c. 53. 
tered at twenty pounds or forty shillings, {it should most counties of 
probably be tender twenty pounds or at forty shillings^) ®^*^®* ^^ 
unless registered within eight years, and as to forty shil- 
lings freehold, twelve months at the least previous to the 
teste of the writ. 

No person shall vote in respect of a freehold by 36 35 G. 3. c. 29* 
G. 3. under twenty pounds, and by 4 G.4j. registered Knights of. 
as of forty shillings, if let to the person from whom it ?^^ .^ 
is held, or to any person in trust for him or for the term s. 23. 
for which it is held. ^vTl'"/ 

cities anu 

towns 
Im the prorisions in 1 G. 4., and 4 G. 4., with respect to freeholds un- 
der the yearlj rtlue of twenty pounds there is a slight inconsistency. Is 
the questions to be asked of the freeholder at the time of voting, '(Yid. 
p. 89.) it is provided that where the freehold is of the value of forty shil- 
lings only/ the voter shall be asked whether it has been in his own occupation 
by titiing or grazing, or rending upon it during the whole of tJie last twelve 
monUisl (This was required of (ieeholders under twenty pounds, by 
35 G. 3. c. 29. s. 30.) By s.44. of the first, and s. 80. of the 4 G. 4., it 
is declared, that persons having freeholds, under the yearly value of 
twenty pounds not consisting of a rent charge, and liable only to a crown 
or quit rent,, may register the freehold, although they Aculd not reside thereon, 
or tiU, or graze, to the amount of forty ddlMngs yearly, in the same manner of . . 

is provided for persons having freeHiolds of the yearly value of twenty pounds^ 
and when they offer to vote, shall make the same affirmations and oaths, 
with the alterations and additions therein set forth, and answer the same 
questions which are provided for persons having freeholds of the yearly 
yalue of twenty pounds. Now by the 1 G. 4, and 4 G. 4., there is no 
ditference (whatever be the value of the estate) in the oaths of freeholders 
on voting, and by the 1 G. 4., (vid. p. 90.) no other questions hre to 
be asked of the voter respecting his freehold than those which are thereis 
stated, so thst the law as to freeholders possessed of an interest, not a rent . 
charge, less than twenty pounds a year, cannot be laid down with pre* 
cision. 

No person shall vote by virtue of a freehold come to 37 G, ^. c. 47. 
him by descent, devise, maniage, or marriage settlement, Knights of 
by the 37 G. 3, , of whatever value, unless if a itent sMrss. 
charge* it shall have been registered one year> and if not a g. 23.^' ^"^' 
rent charffe% six months before th^ teste 6f the writ ; and Counties jrf 

1 /» /» 1 -ti* 1 • cities and 

by 4G,4i. bf the value of forty diUangs, unless it towns. 

K 4 
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shall bsve been r^ristered six months prevknis to the 
teste of the writ. 

From the whole of the twenty-third section of the 4 G. 4. it seems 
that the exceptions as to the time of the registration of freeholds coming 
hj descent, &c . , extend ovly to 40s. freeholds. It may, perhi^, however, 
he argued, that this exception relates to the whole section, and includes 
in its operation aU freeholds, whether of forty shillings, twenty pomids, 
or fifty pounds. 

55 0. 3. e.S9. No person shall vote by virtue of a freehold granted 
4^*4 c55 fraudulently, or in exchange for a freehold in any other 
s. 24. eounty, or in consideration of any increase of rent out of 

any other land, held by such person from the grantor. 
35 G. 3. e. 99, No person shall be precluded from voting by virtue of 
4 ^'4 c 55 • freehold on account of having disposed of part, if he,, 
•• 29- shall have retained so much as the value sworn to in 

the registry amounts to. 
1 G. 4. c. 11. If any person shall vote by virtue of an alleged free- 
4 G^4. c.55. ^®l^j ^^ a freehold granted contrary to the provisions as 
a. 83. to freeholds, he shall forfeit twenty pounds to be reco- 

vered by any person who may sue for the same. 
35 G. 3. c. 29. If a person shall poll at any election by virtue of a 
4 G. 4. c.55. freehold which he had registered, but which was not in 
•• ^' . his possession at the time of voting, he shall, if convicted 

thereof, be imprisoned for six months. 
45 G.3. c. 59. If any person shaU grant any interest in^rting^ to be 
4G 4 55 * freehold, which really is not so, with intent to enable 
i* 26. any person to vote, such grant shall be good for every 

purpose but enabling the grantee to vote. 
45 G. 3. c. 59. If such grantor shall be possessed only oi a term of 
Ar A KK years, and shall demise the same for life with intent to 
§f 27. induce the lessee to register the same as a freehold, or to 

vote as a freeholder, he shall f(H*feit one hundred pounds 

to any person suing for the same. 
t Q, 4. c. 11. If any person shall vote by virtue of a registry of an 
K^ghts of alleged freehold under a lease for life made by a lessor 
•luiKs. who had not a freehold estate, or under a lease for life 

which is to determine on some such condition that a^ 
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freehold estate bas not been demised by the same. or4G.4. e. 55. 

s. 83. 

under a lease for life, or a certain member of years, counties of 
which life is dead, or which lease has expired or been ^^^^^ ^^ 
surrendered, after due notice not to vote by virtue of any So in thg acts. 
such registry shall have been given to such person by a 
candidate or inspector of a candidate before or during 
such election, such person, on being convicted thereof, 
shall forfeit to any person suing for the same, twenty 
pounds, with treble costs, by the 1 G. 4. by action of 
debt at any general quarter sessions or assizes for the 
comity where such election should have taken place, and 
by 4 6. 4. by proceedings in the nature of a civil bill 
at any general or quarter sessions for such county, or by 
action of debt in any of his Majesty^s courts of record 
in Ireland. 

Every person who shall poll, or shall offer to poll a i G. 4. c.ii.' 
second time, or who shall personate any other person Knights of 
for the purpose of polling at such election, shall be ^i^** ">d 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon being convicted 4 g. 4. c.'55. 
thereof, may be imprisoned for any term not exceeding ^'^j^^'^j^g ^c 

two years. * cities and • 

towns. 
By the 35 G.3. c.29. s.54. if any person not being a registered 

freeholder, shall take upon him the name of and pretend to be a free- 
holder entared upon the registry, and shall be convicted thereof, he shall 
be sentenced to stand in the pillory on three successive market days in 
the town where such election has been held, and be imprisoned for six 
months. If however this clause be considered now to be in force, it ex- 
tends only to elections for knights of shires. 

No freeholder shall vote more than once on pain of for- 18G.2. e.ig. 
feiting 40/. to the candidate for whom he did not vote. 1*90.2. c.28. 

There is, however, no general provision against voting twice in £ng- ?; ^* 
land, a» there is in Ireland. Cooties. 

No trustee or mortgagee shall be allowed to vote un- r&s w. 3. 
less he be in the actual possession or receipt of the rents ^ ^?* ^^^' 
and profits of such estate, (and this possession in Ire- 35 G. 3. c. t9. 
land must have been for twelve months before the teste 40. 4. c.55. 
of ^ the writ^) but the mortgagor or cestm qui trust may b* ^^* 
vote. If the annual value of the estate^ however, be 
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reduced bdow forHf shilUngt by iniereei em H morl- 

gagey a charge under a wUI^ or a widomPe dewerj it u 

no quaUfcoHon. By the 7 & 8 W. a it is deda^ 

that all conveyances made to nmltijdy ▼otes, aie void, and 

Aat there shall not be more than one vote for one bouse. 

10 Abb. e. f^ All conveyances fiandnlently made to qnabfy posons 

15 G.t. c. so. ^ vote, subject to conditions to deCeat the same, shall be 

^|!"*^ absolute against the grantors; and collateral aecuiitieB 

•. S4. * between the same or any other parties in trust for them, 

t^^^^* to redeem, revoke, or drfeat die estate^ shall be void; 

irdaid. and every person who shall make and execute^ and 

being privy to such purpose, shall pnpaie the same, or 

who by cdkmr iktetefii shall give any vote at any election, 

FranduleBt shall forfeit, in England forty pounds, and in Irdand, 

eoBTertnees. q,j^ hundred pounds. 

ss G. s. e. 49. All devises by wiU made fear the pmpoae of nmltqply- 
^^^'* 11^ votes are void, but by &2. it is dedaied that it 
Fimdnlnt ahall not extttid to aflect devises by any testator, whose 
^"^^ death todL place twenty years befiure the Slst May, 1813, 

die date of that act. 
H.C.90toii4. Equitable freeholders in possession; the husband of 
a woman entitled to dower out of the estate of whidi her 
late husband died soaed, though it be not aei CRit fay 
metes and bounds, if such second hu sband be in die ac- 
tual rec^pt of the jvc^ts of such dknrer, 20 G. 3. 
Pec^.115. e.17- S.12.: a person manied dnrii^ the fifition in 
respect of premises to which be became entitled by the 
a Lai. 417. manriage; tenant in tail after poaaibiluy of imae extinct; 
tenant by the curtesy ; tenant jMMirnMiyv vie; the kna- 
hands of coparceners; joint tenants, and fmanta in 
crannMm ; (notwithstanding the proviaionB of tlie net of 
7&8 W.a C.2S. S.7. as to Ei^lnnd, Ant tkeie dball 
be no more dian one vote fer onehoose;) and pefaons 
who have been in pooBesaMm of property fer a anfirinni 
Ibae to bar an ejectment, may vote. 
Fivefold «rt»* All pcraons i^m have a ftfchrfd inlereat in a bonaa 
^n^e?^ «r land, in right of any sAo^am atttilM ^ vnia} 
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bat if merely an estate for life in an office unconnected H. c. 65. 
with any house or land, they are not qualified. ^ ^^^^' ^^' 

On diis principle a rector or vicar, and schoolmasters, Rectors, &c. 
parish-clerks, and dissenting ministers, when they hold ™®y ^**^' 
their offices for life, may vote; but the clerk of the ,, ^ 
peace for JVIiddlesex, a master in chancery, a six clerk. Persons dis- 
and a sixty clerk in chancery, sub-register in chancery, *l'^*^^®^- 
derk «f the petty bag office, secondary, cursitor, filacer, 
proth<motary, clerk of the king^s silver, king's remem- 
brancer, and a sexton not appearing to be appointed for 
Hfe, toe di^quatified. 

Besides the forty shilling freeholders in cities and 2 Peck. 9i to 
towns being counties, and in cities, towns, and boroughs e^'^j^^i ^^ 
generally, the right of voting is vested in burgage-tenure Ireland. 
holders, freeholders, leaseholders for life or years, free- raUy hi atie's, 
men and inhjibitants, according to the custom of each towns, and 
pardoulm* place. The annual value of a burgage- tenure 
estate is in England generally, unless a custom exists to 
the contrary, immaterial. With respect to burgage-tenure 
boroughs, the chief question is, whether the burgage 
hMB been divided, as a burgage divided since the tiine of 
legal memory gives no vote, unless a custom prevails to 
die contrary. The act of 7 & 8 W. 3. c. 25. in Eng- 
land against splitting votes, does not extend to burgage- 
tenmients, H. B. 324. 326. 1 Doug. 209., but persons 
making fraudulent conveyances are punishable at common 
law, and see (H. B. 416.) a copy of an information at 
oommoii law for splitting votes in order to carry an dec- 
tien. No length of possession is necessary to qualify the 
owner cf the estate to vote, except in Wareham, persons 
poesessed of a freehold, (the value of which is of no im- 
portance,) in New Shoareham, the forty shilling freeholders 
ef the rape of Bramber in Sussex, and in Cricklade, and 
•Aylesbury, die forty idiilllDgs freeholders in the acts relat- 
ing to those places mentioned and entitled to vote at the 
elections for the countiea of Wilt$i and Bucks re^pec^ 
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tively, must have been in the possession of th^ estate 
for twelve months previously to the election, except the 
same came by descent, devise, marriage, or promotion to 
some benefice in the church. Persons possessed of free- 
holds in Tavistock of Sknj value, and in Nottingham of 
the yearly value of forty shillings, (but no length of time 
for the possession of the estate in either place appears ne- 
H.B.365. cessary) may vote. In Corff castle, persons seized in 
possesion or reversion* of corporeal hereditaments and 
tenants for life, and for want of such freehold, tenants for 
years determinable on lives, paying scot and lot, in 
Cricklade, freeholders, copyholders, (Westbury is the 
only other place) and leaseholders, for not less than three 
years, having been in the house for which they claim to 
vote forty days previously, and at Ludgershall, such per- 
sons as have an estate of inheritance, or freehold, or lease- 
hold, determinable upon lives not confined to ancient 
houses, or the scites of ancient bouses, have a right to 
vote. 

Freemen (except those entitled by birth, marriage, or 

England. Servitude, and they may be admitted at any time befixre 

S5 G. 3. c. 29. they poll) shall not vote, unless admitted to the freedom 

4G.4. C.55. <rf such place in England twelve months before the first 

liel^d. ^y ^^ election, on a penalty of one hundred pounds, and 

Freemen. in Ireland six months before the teste of the writ, and m 

England any person who shall antedate an admission, shall 

for every such offence, forfeit five hundred pounds. The 

action for such penalties shall be brought within a year. 

The admission must be entered on a stamp, but if at any 

time before the freeman^ votes, it is sufficient, 3 Dong. 

207. By 1 2 G. 3. c. 21. in England, if any person entided 

to admission to his freedom be not admitted by the proper 

officer within one month after notice of such claim^ he 

m*y apply to the court of king's bench for a mandimus^! 

• It does not appear that there is any other place in E^giand vher^ 
pMfflut seized of ^stsUks in Wv4rsion ere eiltitl^tf to vote. ' ' "^^ ' **'" ' • 
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afld in obedience to such writ, he shall be admitted, and 
shall recover costs from such officer, if the court shall 
think fit. 

There does not appear to be any penalty a^ed by statute for antedat- 
ing an admission in Ireland, nor is there a provision in that country simi^ 
lar to what is contained in the 12 G. 3. c. 21*, in case the proper officer 
should refuse to admit aay person to his freedom. 

Inhabitants ate to be considered either as persons pay« England. 
ingscot and lot, or householders, or housekeepers, andX?]^"""^** 
potwallers. None of them in England, by 26 G. 3. c. 100. 
(except when they acquire possession of a house by descent^ 
derise, marriage, or promotion to an office or benefice), 
shall vbte^ on a penalty of twenty pounds, unless they have 
been such for six months previously to the election. By 
s. 2., it slridl not extend to any persons who may claim to 
vote by any title or superadded qualification. By the 
description of scot and lot voters, is intended that the ^ 
persons are rated, and pay to the poor rates, 1 Doug. 129. 
'inhere are contrary decisions by committees on the ques- 
tion, whether areftisal to pay the rates when demanded, 1^,^67. "*' 
disqualifies the voter, but when thete is a sufficient excuse, 
it appears reasonable that it should not. 

A person who should, but has been omitted by mistake 2 Doug. 396* 
to have been rated, is disqualified* A person excused 
from paying the rate upon his own application will be en- 
titled to vote. In London, however, by 11 G. 1. c. 18. ^ Peck.5or. 
s. 14., no person within two years upon his own request 
discharged from paying the rates, or receiving any alms 
whatsoever, shall vote. 

By the 36 G. 3. c 29. ss. 56. 63. 68., every person Ireland. 
claiming to vote as an inhabitant of a borough, where the hitants to he 
right of voting is in the inhabitants or in the inhabitants registered. 
and others, shall be registered at the quarter sessions of the 
peace for the county where such borough lies, twelve months 
before the test of the writ for such election. By the oath 
appointed for an inhabitant before voting) vid. p. 9% 



143 lV^im'0f A DIGMBT OF THE ScOiloMtJ 

he must swean that he has paid the usual taxe» and cesseg 
in the borough as an householder, and that he did not 
divide his house in order to multiply votes at the election, 
and that it might be let for five pounds a year to a respon- 
sible tenant. 

Scotland. In Scotland the qualifications of electors, whether by 

estate for knights of shires, or stewartries, or by rclsi- 
dence or otherwise for the districts of boroughs are so 

/ different from those in England and Ireland, that it is 

considered best fer the sake of perspicuity, to state tlie 
provisions for that country separately. 

By the Scots act of lac. 4th, 6th Parliament 
(1503) c. 78* barons freeholders, or vassals, within one 
hundred marks of extent, should send their procurators 
to Parliament. By the Scots Acts of James 6th, 1585, 
and 1587, all freeholders of the king under the degree 
oi prelates and lords of Parliament, should be present 
at the elections of the commissioners, and none should 
vote but such as have forty shillings land in free tenancy 
bolden of the king, and be resident toithin the shire. By 
tba Scots act, of C. 2. 1st Pari. 1661. c.35. beside all he- 
ritors who hold a forty shillings land of the king in capiie^ 
idl' heriitors, life renters, and wadsetters holding of the 
king, and others, who held their lands formerly of the 
bishops or abbots, and then held of the king, and whose 
yearly rent amounted to ten ehalders of victuals or 
one thousand pounds, Scota should vote. 

€. 2. 3rd Pari. By the Scots act of C. 2. ard. Parliament 16KI. e. 21., 
which has been continued with some slight alteratiKms to 
be the law to this day, it is declared that none shall 
vote in elections for commisooners for shires, but thosia 
who at Uiat time shall be publicly infeoft in proper^, 
or superiority,* and in possession of a forty shillings land 

* A superiority isth^ bare seigniory of land independant of tlua i|SuiiFa^ 
tasry interest or beneficial property. A superior who has, not the beneifi^,, 
citf propcnrty, istlie meskieloTd between tiie Icing and the terre-tenant) 6r 



of eld nxtmt* holdeii q£ the king or prince distinct 
from the feu duties, (i. e. quit rents) in feu lands, or 
where the 9ftid old extent appears not, shall be infeoft in 
lands liable in public burdens for his majesty's supplies^ 
for four hundred pounds of valued rent, whether kirk lands 
now holden of the king, or other lands holden feu, waird 
or falcndi, of his Majesty as king or prince of Scotland, 
and residence was made no longer necessary. 

Lands holden of the kii^ <» prince liable in public i6G»2.c.ii.. 
bnrdwiB fi>r £ova hundbred pounds, Scots of valued rent 
shall be a sufficient qualification, whatever be the old 
extoMt of the lands. 

In the county of Sutherland, two hundred pounds oii6G.2.c.u. 
valued rent is a sufficient quaUfication. Sutherland. 

It was declared that no persons should be capable to 5 Ann, c. 8. 
elect, or be elected representatives for Scotland, except ^' ^^' 
s«ch as were then capable t^ the law of that kingdom, to 
dlect or be elected. 

. By the act of 1681 the fireeholders shall meet at the 
htad burghs of the slures and stewartries at the Michael- Scots Act. 
mas head court yearly, and revise the roll of electors, 
(which was to be made up at the time therein mentioned,) 

actuil pHuptietoT. (S Doug. 359.) In England, before ihe stat. of Quia 
£nptor«Mi 18. £. 1. Westminster Srcl, an interest of a similar nature could, 
have been created, but by that act no right remains in the grantor, and 
the grantee is to hold the land of the chief lord. 

* The old extent is a valuation of tiie lands in Scotland, supposed to 
have been made an the reign of Alexander the third. When a man evk 
show that his lands were computed at forty shillings in this old valuation^ 
he is entitled to be put on the roll, whether they amount to four hundred 
pounds valued rent or not. But as (by the stat. 16 G. 2. c.ll. s. 8.) no 
other evidence of old extent can be admitted, bat a retour of the lands 
prior to the 16th September, 1681, the most general method of makin^^ 
out a qualification is hy what is called the valued rent. A retour is a ver- 
dict of a sort of jury, who are appointed to enquire into an heir's title to 
succeed to the estate of his ancestor. The valued rent is a valuation of 
the lands of the different counties in Scotland, made in the time of tho. 
cofliftOBwealth. and a4opt^d ^fter the restoration, t Doug. $60. ]^C..&P. 



ftod make such alteratimis therem «8 hi^e'<M«fai»Ki fbjb 

Ae last meeting. _.■ .. .,'.^ 

16G.3. c. 11. - Snch persons as stand upon the roll last made -dp 
Persons stand- B^^U ^ ^^^ original constituent members at the ffMst 
ing on the roU, Michaelmas meetin^r or meetinirs for election to rerriBe 

to be constitu- ; , ,, 

ent members, the roll. . , . "^ 

8. 7. Every freeholder who intends to claim to be inroiled 

K'pi^vfnt" *t a Michaehnas meeting, shall, two months before such 

smpiiseon meeting, leave with the sheriffs or steward^s derk a copy 

rolled. -of his claim, setting forth the names of his lands and his 

tt^es thereto and dates thereof, with the old extent or 

valuation upon which he desires to be inroUed ; and in 

^Dase of his neglect so to do, he shall not be inroUed at 

b' cti w"^^^^ meeting ; and if any person intends to otgect to i^qy 

to persons ;-ficeeholder standing upon the roll, on account of the alter- 

vaiouea, , ^on of his circumstances, he -shall at least two montiiv' 

before the Michaelmas meeting, leave his objections. with 

the sheriffs or steward'^s clerk, who shall indorse on .|l|e 

back of the aforesaid claim the day he received the sfdooe, 

and give a copy thereof to any person demanding. |)^ 

;.iMme. 

B. 4. If at any meeting a person who claims to be jnTc4W 

wnci^rto •^^^ ^ refiised to be admitted, or who stood, upon 4«e 

be inroiled or roll shall be Struck off or left out of the roll, by ju^giHil^t 

off<die loU. ^ ^hc freeholders, he may within four months aft«r/iiis 

Being so refiised, struck off, or lefk out, apply to tlite 

court of sessions, who shall grant a warrant to 3umih6)i 

(upon fifteen days^ notice by 14 G. 3. c.81..s«l.)vt(^ 

person upon whose objection he was reftised ta be mU 

'mitted, or was struck off or left out, and shall deterinffife 

such complaint, and if any fi'eeholder objects to the 4^e 

of any person who shall be inroUed, (whether such fi;es- 

Appeal maybe holder was at the meeting or not,) he may apply st^thie 

court of ses- ^^^^ of sessions within four months after inrdUmen^ 

donB. n^ the said court shall after fifteen days^ notice^ by^he 

14 6.3. C.81. 8.1. on the person said^ t» ; bBry^i pi mi§ 






ci i |JBWt be ezldbitad within the fiwor Mwttw> tke 
dbaD coBtiBiie oi the loU uMtil «i ahentkNH 
he aUowcd hgr the £reehoUttr» 9k % 
lacctiiy or meetings for an election a»« wdt 
iScicBl cvHe for striking or lenving him out of the tolL 

Gkabsrrie takm Bstke, th«t ao expnas iNKMrieUoa Imi W«ii 
• bj 16 G.2. c. 11. s. 4.. for an ippIicAtioa to the settsioDui. l»t» >Y W^ 
olijectioa is made «t the meeting of freeholders* but i» OTermted \y 
; Htd 9aify, whexe m naot has once been admitted q« tlia vott, imI 
hMMMd ^bore ftr the mtttmutj time either not obieeted %»» «r 9^^e«tii 
to witiMMft SBCceas; and an objectioa is taken to his T^te firoM a 
qaent change of circumstance. Both of these cases> howeTer, bare 
determined to be within the meaning of the act. 9 IX>ag. S64. 

No conveyance or right whatsoever, whereupon infooff. tf A« 9«€;»s.i% 
ment is not taken and seisin regtstrated one year before 
the teste of the writ for a new Parliament, and in case 
of an dection during a Parliament, whereupon infooff. 
ment is not taken one year before the date of the warrant 
for making out the writ, shall, upon objection made, en« 
title the person so infeoft to vote or be elected at thai 
CKction. 

No infooflment upon any redeemable right whatsoever •.a, 
(except proper wadsets, adjudications, or apprisings al« 
lowed by the act of 1681) shall entitle the person so 
ittfeoft to vote or be elected for any shire or stewartry. 

A wadaet is a conveyance of an estate, oapaUe of being eigoyed uatil 3 1^^ ^g^ 
it inedeemed, but liable to redemption on payment of a sum either real^ 4 Doof . tOI« 
fr supposed to be advanced upon it. A proper wadset (which, according 
to the act of 1681, gives a right to vote) is where the lender is to truat 
^tAy to the rents for his interest, and to enjoy the benefit, if they exoeodi 
■id tetMv the loss, if tiiey faU short of the amount, paying the pubUo 
burtbffPi at the same time. An improper wadset (which does not give a 
right to vote) is where the lender is to account for the rents, deducting 
only the interest when thei>e is an excess, and receiving the diSbrenea 
when 6M)re is a deficiency, (as is the practice in the caae of herit4>le 
bonds, the common security in Scotland.) 

, The person entitled to redeem the estate, is called a reverter, and as 
long as his right continues he may vote. 

' Adjudications or appriringi, after the expiration ef tht Itgil roronioa, 
gMvaviglttlovoto. 

L 



V46 (Vcftergj a Di&str of thk ScoHmid*] 

C.2. 3 Pari. Apparent heirs in possession by virtue of their prede- 
ii68i.c. 2i» cessors infeoflRooient and life renters, (tenants iov life) 

Apparent hem , , , 

in possession, and husbands for the freeholds of their wives, or having 

todh^usb^ds "S'^* *^ * ^^^ ^®°* "^ *® curtesy, if such life ren- 
in right of ters put in their claim are entitled to vote, if not the 
curtesy, other- ^*^ (i. c. remainder man in fee) may vote, but both fiar 
wise the fiar ^LXid life renter shall not vote, unless they have distinct 

tnay vote* . . . 

lands of the holding extent or valuation required. 
12 A. c* 6. 8. 7. Nq husbands shall vote by virtue of their wives' in- 

Husbandsnot . ^ 

to vote by vir- feofflnents who are not heiresses, or have not right to the 
taenteof^v^ property of the land, on account whereof such vote shall 
unless heir- be claimed. 
trr>\, -^ If a freeholder shall reftise to take the oath of trust 

* Cj. S8. C.16. 

i. 3. and possession, he shall be erased out of the roll of 

Refusal to take frp^hAlHprs 

oath of trust, »eenoiaers. 

kame shall be ensed. 

16G.2. c iiv ' ^^ person shall vote or be inroUed in respect of an 
s- 8. extent of lands holdcn of the king or prince, unless it 

Vote in respect ^^ proved by a retour of lands prior to the 16th September, 
of an old ex- 1681, and no division of the old extent made since 

tent, unless . 

proved b^ a that time by retour or any other way shall be evidence of 
^"^"'"th^oW extent. 

8.10. ' No purchaser or singular successor shall be inroUed 
to*i^Ti^Ued *i^ *^ *^ publicly infeoft, and his seisin r^t^ed or 
until infe6ft a charter of confirmation be expede when confirmation is 

&Their appa- ^®^®®^*^> ^^^ y^*^ before the inrolment ; and no heir 
tent until his ajppareut, shall be inrolled, until his predecessor's titles 
titles are pro- ^^^ produced, and allowed by the freeholders as a suffici- 
Pereo eht qualification ; and any person, though absent, may be 

be inrolled inrolled, provided the titles and vouchers of his quaHfica- 
oug a sent, ^j^^^ ^^ produced and laid before the freeholders. 
8.20. One person only shall be entitled to vote or be elected 

elected to hold ^^ respect of the same lands, and where lands are bolden 
their iwids by any baron or other freeholder, immediately of the 
from the king king or prince, such baron or freeholder may be elected, 
or pnnce. ^^^ ^^^ £^^ those lands ; and no vassal or sub»vas«d 
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■hiU be entitled to Tote or be elecled ; and'whece knd^Whentedjsi 
are hdden of the Idng or prince, by a peer or other person son aimbie^ > 
or bodjr politic or corporate by law disabled to be an M. P., ^**-^^'**" ^ 

"'''•.*■,'' may vote or be 

ix to vote in such elections, dien the proprietor and elected. 
owner of snch lands, and not any of his superiors, shall 
be aititled to rote, or be elected in respect of the same 
lands ; and no alienation of the superiority to be made No alienation 
by such person incapable to elect or be elected shall ^fg^^P^righ?"' 
deprive the proprietor and owner of the lands of his 
right to vote, or his capacity to be elected; and the 
property of lands holden in part of the king or prince, When lands 
and. in part of a peer or other person, or body politic or the \an^ uid 
corporate incapable to elect or be elected, shall be a P?rt^^ JP®"'^'^ 
sufficient qualification, and shall entitle the proprietor to may vote or be 
vote and to be elected. . . elected. 

The forgoing statement contains the substance of 
the legislative enactments as to the qualificatioh of dk^ 
tors for kni^ts of shires or stewartries in Scotland, 
whi<^ is considered sufficient for a work of such a na-^ 
ture as Ae present. Reference may be made by the . 
reader to the eases df Clackmannan and Lanerk, 2 Doug. 
343f. 365. Fife^ 4 Doug. ^^^. Elgin and Nairn, 3 Lud. 
30B» 404.; and Ayrshire Phil. Elect. Cases, and to 
Mr. Connellys able treatise on the Law of Elections in 
Sobthad. 

In the town of Edinburgh, and the other iroyal Edinburgh and 
b4>nmghs, the right of election was before the unidnj*^'^^ 
vested in the magistrates and council. In Edinburgh, 
n remains fitill the same, but in the other boroughs, in 
consequence of their division into fourteen districts, each 
borough is to elect a commissioner, who, with the com- 
missioners from the other boroughs in the same district, 
are to elect their representative. The answer to the 
question, therefore, who are the electors for the royal 
boroughs of Scotland, depends on the answer to the 
previous question, who may be elected magistrates and 

L 2 
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C<m» 51^. membetfi of the council. Formerly residence by the sta- 
^d the eases t^^B of 1487, c. 108., 1636 c. 26., and 1609 c. 8. was 
there cited. ^ liecessary qudification for boroi^h officers. These 
acts, so far as they respect the office of provost, have 
been determined by the court of session to have fidlen 
into desuetude ; but with respect to bailies and other 
office bearers, they are still in forca The proper exer- 
cise of the ordinary calling of those individuals at a 
plAce of business within the borough, will, however^ coi;- 
3tit;utajr^sidence, although the dwelling house may .be.b&- 
yond its bounds ; and where, from the nature ofi »the 
trade, it is necessary to reside at a little distance from 
the town, non- residence is not a valid objection. 

The magistrates and members of the council must 
have been admitted members of some of the guilds, or 
crafts of the borough, and this appears to.be the jchief 

quattfication. >,. ,. ^ 

i60.2.e<ii. It is no objection to any oommissipner for choosing a 

■•29. burgess, that be is not a residenter within the borQ,yg;^, 

to coiiuniMdSii- hearing all portable charges with his neighbours, PX ^hat 

er being Hon- he is not trafficking merchant therein, or that, l^e isLp^t 

in possession of any burgage, lands, or houses, holdjn^^f 

the said] borough, and such qualifications need i^^trjbe 

ingrpssed in his commission. .;,; 

QoifiiSfit^^aB It has not been declared by any law, at lea9t sinca the 

2L'er,'3r '^O"' ^^«* "» *>•« qualifications of a comimBsipfler, M 
a member of he should be a burgess of the borough from whom, hie id 
boroughs. ^^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ member elected should be a burgess of one 
s Lad. 272, of the boroughs witliMU the district which heiiSrC^luvi^ to 
represent. . . i,. ,;.^,^ 
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APPENDIX 



cbN^AINING A.LIST OP PENALTIES, TO WHICH R*» 
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TURNING AND OTHER OFFICERS IN ENGLAND AND 
IRELAND. ARE LIABLE. 



i'< 



ENGLAND. 



r J' 



Ck>anUet. 



Amitial officer obstructing the elec- 
tion of a successor 

' ; iTie sheriff not deKvering precepts 
tflfiriayors of towns 200 

^ ' " !For wilfiil offences including not in- 

'd^rsing writ, or not delivering precept 
within proper time, or for {^ving or 

^^fad^g any fee for the making out re^ 
turn, &c. of any precept .... 
'^^^ Nbt holding election between 8 and 

■l^l A. it. ......... 



500 



200 



This extends only to elections for knight^ 
II of shires. 

Returning officer ^ot certifying 
oath of candidate as to value of estate 
into the king'^s bench or chancery 

Returning officer taking more than 
proper fees for administering oath to 
candidate, and filing certificate . . 

Presiding officer not administmng 
bribery oath gratis, if required . . 

L 3 



100 



20 



$0 



Borottf^s, 

Towns, and 

otber pUc^ 






9 A. c. so. 


100 

1 < 


s. 8, 

llH.4.e.l. 
23 H. 6. 0.14, 


• 


B.l. 


• . 1 . 


r&.8W.5. 
6.25. s,6. 



• f 



• • 



SOQ 



100 



20 



50 






f- * 



f - • 



9 A. C.5, a. 7, 



0,8. 



2G.2. c.S4« 

B.l, 



50 


.. 60 


500 


..• 600 


200 


.. 80 
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Counties. Boroughs, 

Towns, and 
other placet. 

2G.2. C.24. Returning officer admitting any 

person to poll without administering 

oath, if required 100 .. 100 

2G. 2. c. 24. For every wilfiil offence, including 

the not reading that act immediately 

•after the writ or precept .... 
^2^ ^•^' Not delivering a copy of the poll . 
11 H.4. c. 1. Making an undue return . . . 

l^H.e^'lu. Officer not making a return within 

8-1- proper time ........ 600 

^^^ ^^' ^' ^' This includes returns to all writs, but not to 

precepts. 
Besides the before-mentioned penalties, the 
act of 7&8W.3. c.7. a. 8. declorps . t^nt the 
party duly elected, but not returned, may recover 
double damages ; and the 25G.3. c. 84. s.lS. 
provides that the returning officer offending 
against that act may be prosecuted by informa-^ 
tion or indictment ; and sect. 14 declares that the 
person, who ought, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, to have been returned, may bring an ac- 
tion against the officer, and recover double 
damages. 

The officer reftising to swear per- 
B,2.'' sons before polling, If reqtiired^ for 

London. every such offi^nce 60 

Any person offisbding in the pre- 
mises shall, for every offence, afeouc att 
other penalties, forfeit . . . 200 

^^ ^ o For every reftisal to ^Ulihit the 

3G. 2. c. 8. •' 

Norwich, clerk, &c. into prison to take the votes 

of persons in prison for debt ... 60 

For every reftisal to swear persons 
before polling, if requiited .... 60 
The officer for admitting persons to 
8. 9. ^cHl without being • sworn, shall, for 

Coventry, gvery offence, forfeit ..... 100 



Counties. 

The Clerk qf the Peace is subject to the 
. . following penalties. 

For every wilful offence Against that act in- ^^.3. c.94, 

eluding the not keeping a book for registering 
annuities, or not giving forthwith copies of cer- 
tificates required, or not attending elections 
upon notice ... 100 

For every offence in neglecting to permit the «oa. 3. c. ir, 

inspection or to deliver copies of any dupli- '.* ' 

cates, or to attend at the place where the re- 
cords are kept, or at the election upoii notice, 
and he @hall forfeit his office, and not be capar 
ble of being appointed to such office for any 
county , SOO 

The clerk or other officer of towns or boroughs^ 
having the custody of hooks of freemen^ is 
subject to the following penalties. 

For wilfully and fraudulently antedating ad- 3G.3. e.i5, 

mission of a freeman, for every offence . . , 500 

This extends to any person committing the offence. 



1.4, 



For every refiisal to permit the inspection^ 
and grant copies of the admissions, or to pro- 
duce them at the dection, if demanded . . 100 

For every refusal to .permit the inspection, 
or give copies of the admissions . . . . , 100 gfj^'^* *^'*^' 

IRELAND. 

The Returning Officer is subject to the fol- 
lowing penalties. 

Unnecessary delay $00 35 G. 3. c.29. 

B.15., 4G.4, 
TJbis extends aUo to depujties. c. 55. b< 69«> 

Retumiiig more persons than required . . 2000 g. 13.) ^g. 4/ 
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Conntiei. 

55<(,0,.e^9; Giving or aceewing rewordg or coBtradt» to* 'JMi^ of 

1.14., 4 G. 4. r , ^ ,, ^iftW* 

C.55. S.73. procure returns . . .^ ; •. ..' i^^.' \. *. i^™' <: 
55(f I s; ft 29: For each tba^ default ma^ in making ^vetoro ^ ' vllKK 

4G.4. c.55. '• " '' WlCToTSS 

1G.4. c.ii. Officet9 returning corruptly atid partially j- ^j?^^^ 

c.55; 8^?^'.*' ^.^^^SfSt'^'f^^ 

35 G.3. 0.89. The deputy is liable for not delivering up his ^^^ ^ |,,. ,^ 

cis'/stw/* P^^ book whieu' required, or taldng the polj,,^ .^^j^ ^,, 
when directed to g^top, or after his deputation, ^ j ^^^^ 
be revoked : . . ..,/'.,^e,., 

I%e Clerk of the Peace (or counties generally, 
is subject to the following penalties. 

55 G. 3. o.«9. For every oflFence in not keeping any of the 
-«• books thereby required, or making due entries „.^ 

therein, or filing any oath or affirmation^ or 



V; 'V 



I J ,1 
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keeping them undamaged, and be incapable of 

serving as clerk for any county \06 

And for every offence in not attending at 
any sessions for the registry of freeholder, or ^ ^ 
omitting to give copies of poll books ... 50 

8.65. For not registering the residence of an in- 

habitant of a borough, or not giving to the 
churchwardens a copy of the book, or not 
keeping the same undamaged . . . ..... 20 ^ 

i.68. Any person, not excepting the clerk of the '. 

peace and the churchwardens^ stealing, destroy- 
ing, or maliciously altering any of the registry iw years' 
books, or suffering the same tobedone, shall suffer ^en?.^°' 

S.70J Any person imlawfiilly detaining or refusing ^^^'^^. **"* 

Any peiBon. tp, (d^eliver up any of the books at the times there- gj"^;™*"^ 

m directed p»e«imede. 

• • i- tamed. 

37 0.3. C.47. For every book neglected to be delivered in 
^\?' court to the sheriff, previously to the commence- 

ment of the poll .......... 600 



[Irekmd,] appendix. . .\ ■ 

Connties. 

£ 
For everjr offence in taking more than one 3r6.3.«.4r^& 

shilling for preparing an affidavit 20 '' '* 

For every offence in not appointing a deputy i G.4. c ii. 
and an assistant deputy to attend at the poll 
place, or to have the original affidavits or af- 
firmations of registry endorsed, or to make the 
due entries in a book, or to cause registry 
books to be printed and delivered to the clerk ; ', 
of the crown, or to certify in every certificate 
that the written instrument was stamped ac- 
cording to law 500 

The Chief Magistrate and Clerk of the Peace 
far cozmties of cities and towns^ are suh- 
ject to the followvng penalties, 

Vgt every offence, if the chief magistrate ^ q ^ «« 

shall neglect to hold any sessions when re- \a7. 

quired, or if he shall not register the freehold 
of a person qualified 100 

Or if the clerk of the peace shall neglect to 
attend at any sessions of the peace on notice 
by a freeholder, or to do any act necessary for 
the registry of a freehold 50 

For every offence in not returning within g^jo^ 

ten days a copy of the registry of all freehold- 
ers from the original registry book, or a true 
copy of the same from the alphabetical or any or 
either of the books, within any period to be 
stated by the freeholder 100 

This is for the same offence as s. 44 of the ^^^ 

35 G. 3, c. 29., omitting the words, copies of ., .^r 

poll books. (See last page.) 150 
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INDEX. 



Abjuraiion, oath of, 41, Jews indulged in taking, 4St, Afltenation of^ 43* 
Abode of freeholders to he entered on the poll hook, 13. — IRELAND, thtf 

same, 88. 91. 
Adjournment, of poll, 12.— IRELAND, 82. 
Ac^udUationt, SCOTLAND, give a right to vote, when, 145. n. 
Affidavit, IRELAND, of freeholders to he produced at the poll, 80. 88| 

entry of, not appearing in registry hook, 90. 96, as to improper vote« 

'98, need not he stamped ot I'ead aload in Court, where, 132, form 

of entry of, 133. 
Affirmation, df ahjuration, 43.-^IR£LAND, of voters to he produced at 

the poll, 80. $8, entry of, not appearing in registry hook, 90. 96. 
Agents, employed within a certain time not to vote, 124.^^IR£LAND, 

candidate may employ how many, 77, payments to, 107. 
Alien*, cannot vote unless When, 122. 
Allegiance, oath of, 40.^IRELAND, for papists, 104. 
Almt, teceipt of, where and within what time disqualifies from, voting, 

127,128. 
Ancient demesne, tenants in, cannot vote, 130. 
Annuitict, entries of, where to he produced, 8, where to give a right 

to vote, ISO. — ^IRELAND. See rent charges. 
Assurance, SCOTLAND, to he signed. 111, form of, 119. 
Attainted persons, cannot vote, 123. 

Aylesbwry, provisions as to, 5, 44 0.3. c. 60. when read at, 10, ex- 
ceptions as' to, 16, oaths to he taken at, 47. 72, act relating to, 71 

to 74. 

B 

BaUiff, penalty upon, for returning persons not chosen, 20, form of 
precept to, to return two memhers, 27, 2 G. 2. c. 24, to he read hy, 
S3. — ^IRELAND, shall hold election when and where, 77, may he 
summoned by returning officer, 79, punishment of, if ahsent, du- 
ring poll, 100. See tetteming officer. 

Borruftfr, IRELAND, m^ he employed hy returning officer, 93, may 
argue questions, when, 98. 

Birth-i^fit, freedom hy, 35.— IRELAND, 97. 

Booths, etection of, 6, fo)r commissionets to administer oaths, 14.-^IRE- 
LAND, shall he etected or hired hy returning officer, 77, hy sheriff 
for election of koi^ts of shires, 78, additional, when and how 
provided, 79, freemen's distinct from freeholder's, ifr. to he closed 
where not more than twenty hate polled, 86, erection t>f, for Co* 
leraine, 87, for determining disputes, 93. 

Borough, form of precept to, 27, wrm of notice of election for> 29, 
2 G. 2. c. 24. to be read at elections for, 33, fonn of oath of pdl derk 
for, 38, form of oadi of electors for, where no particular otth nro- 
vifM, 46.— IR£LANBi nwiW of «([«iito to be emptoywl it eUtf-. 



158 



tions for, 77, inspection of books allowed, ib., clerk of peace shall 
register names of inhabitants of, 78, commencement and continuance 
of poll for, 82, no oath provided for poll clerk of, 84, inhabitants 
registered of, may vote, 141, 142.— SCOTLAND, chief magistrate 
of, to summon council, 114, interval between council meeting and 
day of election, ib,, common clerk to take oath, 115. 120, sign the 
commission, and fix the sefd of, 115, when presiding, reduced, 116. 

Bramber, freeholders of, vote for New Shoreham, 59. 139. 

Bribery, oathagainst, when taken, 10. 15. 30. 31, act against, when read, 10, 
act against, 29.— IRELAND, oath against, 87.— SCOTLAND, act 
against, read. 111. 114. 116, oath against. 111. 114. 116, 120, per- 
sons convicted of, cannot vote, 123, declaration by committee of 
persons being guilty of, does not disqualify, ib. 

Burgage tenure, 139. 

Bargeaet, entries of admission of, to be produced, 9. ^ee freemen. 



Candidates, nomination of, and at what time, 10, 11, to take oath and 
when, 10. 11, qualification of, and exceptions, (6., notice of disability 
of, ib,, form of oath of, ST. — ^IRELAND^ number of agents or 
clerks in boroughs to be employed by, 77^ names to be certified on 
back of writ, 102, payments by, 107. See member. 

Casting vote, see (commisaioner, preses, SCOTLAND) and returning^ officer. 

Certificate, form of, of taking oaths and subscribing declarations, berore com- 
missioners, 39. — ^IRELAND, of having taken the oaths, to be pro- 
duced, by papists^ 85, of registry of freeholds to be referred to, when, 
87, where none produced, 88. 90, of registry of inhabitants produced, 
when, 91, where forged, 97, 98, ^hatto state, 134^ 

Chambers, right of voting for, though not charged with land tax, 129. 

Chancellor, lord, shall issue writs, 2, form of order to, for passing two pro- 
clamations under the Great i^qal« 25, form of order to, for issuing 
writs, ti;— IRELAND, shall issue writs, 76.— SCOTLANp, shall 
issue writs, 109. 

Cheque books, to be kept by inspectors, 13. — IRELAND, to be kept by 
clerk, 84. 

Chester, writ for, how directed, 2, poll booths, 7. 

Church. See ecclesiastical preferment. 

Churchwarden, IRELAND, registry books of inhabitants to be de- 
Hvered to, by clerk of the peace, 78, .and returned, wl^n, 105, 
punishment one month's imprigonment, for each 4&7 >the same de- 
tained, ib. 

Cinque ports, writ for, how directed, 2, officer of, allowed six days for 
delivery of precept, 3, writs, how endorsed, 49. n, 

€hties. See couintws rf ciiies and toiom, 4Md boroughs. 

Clerk of the peace, to attend at elections with entries bfaimiiities apad rent 
charges, and duplicates of land tax^ 8, to attend At of&ce and per- 
mit inspection, and deliver 4»opies of dupUcatef of land tax, 9.— 
IRELAND, shall register and pennit inspection of names of in- 
habitants of boroughs, 78, shall deliver books to churchward^, ib. 
shall attend at elections and' iqp>point a deputy, 80, eliall pcoduce 
registry books, when, 81, give copietf of registry tofceehQldi^ U>., 
to attend persons administering. Qf^ths, to papists, and; ^ve o^ti£- 
cotes, 85, oath .by him or his d^nity, 86, yf absent, foi^t compeOf' 
sation, 100, give certificate to pesrspnei j^u^ringl^, i34w ./J ' 

Clerk of Ihe croum. See crown, • '»;»)'■ i » 

Olmh 8GOTLAMD, ekuDtiooxti fWi!«»W.llA£»a^ 

be signed, 112, to return the person electeo, 113, clerl orDordaffhs 
to sign the commission and fix seal, 115. oath of 120, person actmg 



WTOhgfiiUy 9B, 115, of pra^ding borough, to take oath, 116. 120, 
another, when to be appointed, 117, to make returns to sheriff, 
118. 

Coed and com meten, may vote, 136. 

CafhmissMMrs, for administering oaths to be appointed, 14, oaths to 
be taken by, 38. 40. — IRELAND, for administering oaths to pa- 
pists, 85. 

Commisiumer,. — SCOTLAND, for shires. 111, to have a casting vote, 112 
fbr boroughs, election of, 114, when and where to meet, 116, votes 
<nil^ of those allowed, 117, to be admitted, who, but nOt to vote, i6., 
which of to have casting vote, i6., qualifications of, for boroughs, 147. 

OmstebUSf voters to be exempt from serving as, 124. — IRELAND, by 
whom summoned, and their* duty, 79, if absent, forfeit compensa- 
tion, 80. 100. 

Cop^toidin, eannot vote in counties, 190, may vote in Crieklade and 
Westbury, 131, n. 140. 

Corff Cattle, who may vote at, 140. 

Ci>wHtie8 rf citim and towm, proclamation of election, 5, place of election 
for, 6, poll books of, 22, form of proclamation, 29, oath of poll clerks 
ibr, 38, of freeholders for; 45, ot electors where no other oath is pro- 
vided, A6, electors of, as freehc^ders, 129, 130, as freemen or in- 
habitant, 139, 140, 141.->^IR£LAND, notice of Action for, 76, 
inspection of books- of freemen, 77, booths of election at, 79, dis- 
■tinot poll places -for freemen and freeholders, id., commencement 
and continuance >of poU, 82, appointment of inspector, 84, closing 
- booths when twenty have not polled, 86, questions to be asked of 
< freeholdem, 88, of fireemen, 90, ibrm of otrjection to voters, 95. 96, 
if move members returned than required, 2000{. penalty on return- 
ing officer, 101, as to registering freeholds for, 131, 132, form of 
reg^stratioD, 133. See election, freehdden, returning officer. 

€&untiei* Bee hhights of ^ehiret, 

C&tfentrf, ptAheoua for, 7, oaths to be taken at, 65, act rdating to, 62 
• 1)0 68; 

CriMide, idien election to be for, 5, act when to be read, 10, ex- 
ceptions as to, 16, oaths to be taken at, 47. 69, act relating to, 68 
to 71. 

Crown, clerk of, to make out writs, 2, to enter returns, 24, penalty on, t6.— 
IRELAND, to attend with copies of registry books, when, 80, 81, 
transmit returns to England, 101. 103* 

Cvjtoms, officers of, may not interfere at elections, and cannot vote, 124, 
125. 

Cuftomary freehdden, right of voting, 130. 

D 

DecUaraHwn, of fidelity, 41. — ^IRELAND, against transubstantxation, 85. 

104, for papists, 106. 
Dettizens, may vote, 122. 
Deputy, to be appointed, 4. — IRELAND, qualification of for knights of 

shires,. 79, oath of, 83, to follow instructions of returning officer, 84, to. 

close books, ib,, may be removed, ib,, removal to be proclaimed, ib., to 

adinit vote, when, 96, if absent during the poll, 100. See returning 

officer. 
Devites, by will within the act against splitting votes) 138. 
DoMe returns', when they may be made, 22. IRELAND, ike tame, 101. 

—SCOTLAND, the same, 118. 
l>roer|> writ for^ how directed) 2. ■' 

DbwrriWiape'% t>e^^^i^ Vdte in nght dt,'lS^. " A j i , r 



DiMin, Ttinftj ooAege, 11» itee of ^MlMni for bughti cf lUn oC 

77, exception as to quaUncatioii, 81. 
Duplicate$, See land tatc. 
Durhdm, writ for, how directed, 9, Durham aot, 94 to S7« 

E 

EceUmutital preferment, estate ooming by, within what timo aqsalificatiofi, 
139.— IRELAND, where freehold arises from, 89, it meed not be 
registered, 131. 

Edi^kurgkt election for, 114. 

EUclion, notice of, when and where to be giren, 4,5, podamatioa of, in 
Wales, 5, place of, 5, 6, for Glamorganshire, 6, in Wales, t6., pro- 
clamation on day of, 10, when to begin, ib., riots at, 12, inspectors 
at, 13, cheque books at, ib., form of notice of, for knights of shires, 
27, for a city, town, or borough, 29, 2 G. 2. c. 24. to be read at, ib. 
3 G.3. C.15. to be read at, 34. 37.— IRELAND, notice of, when 
and where to be given, 76, when to be held, i6., 7T, commence- 
ment of, 81, 82, expences regulated, 107. — SCOTLAND, publica- 
tion of, when and where (see ORKNEY and ZETLAND) 110, 
for shire to be held where, and proceedings at. 111, 112« 113, for 
boronghs 115, 116, 117. See Lond4m, Norwich, Edinburgh. 

Electors, to name candidates, 10, oaths of 14. 30. 40. to 46, requisition to, 
for taking oaths, 15, if they refuse to take the oaths, 16, freeholders 
to vote at proper booths, 17, whether they can vote for two candi- 
dates at different times, one after the other, ib,, penalty for noting 
before sworn, 31, taking money or reward for vote, 32, may be 
exen^pt from being constables, 124, qualifications of, as £reeholde», 
129, 130, other qualifications, 139, 140, 141.— IRELAND, oaths of, 
85, obstruction of, at poll, 99, qualifications of, as fireeholdara^ 131, 
other qualifix;ations, 140, 141, polling twice or personatixig another, 
137.— SCOTLAND, oaths of, 111. 114. 117, qualifications of, as 
freeholders, 142, other qualifications, 147. See inhabitanU, fret' 
holders, freemen. 

Equitable fireeholders may vote, 138. 

EjMnse officers may not interfere, and cannot vote, 124^ 125* 

J^twrnmunieated persons, 124. 

Extent, old, SCOTLAND, what, 143. n. 



FeUms, convicted, cannot vote, 123. 

Feu duties.— SCOTLAND, what, 143. 

Freehold, form of assessment to land tax, 46, value of, 129. 159.— IBS- 
LAND, value of, 131, to be registered, except in respect of a 
church, ib., when and where, 132, form of registry of, 133, not 
to be registered unless instrument stamped, 134.— SCOTLAND, 
value of neehold, 143. 

Freeholders, oath of, to be taken, 15. 16, voting in a wrong booth, 17, oath 
of, 44, 45, have 408. in land, 129, 130.— IRELAND, nambtf of 
polling places in proportion to number of, 79, to pc^ in proper 
booth, 87, questions to be asked of, 88, no otiier questions to be 
asked, 90, form of objection to, 95, when vote of person daipoof 
to be, rejected, 97, have 46s. in land, 131, in aotnal sesyipe bo^ to 
register, 132, not to vote for knights of shize in, x»m(|t ^.fL np^ 
ebufSB ukdMr M., 134, pertons pifteii4a« la H W JWI<i^l<i 



IMDHX. iH 

- i9r4<'(-8COTLAND, iienoiis sttndiag on the tt^ of, to be tito ori- 
ginal constitaent members, 110. 144, to meet at the head bozongh for 
the election. 111, qaalification of, 14i3, proceedinga to be taken in or- 
derto be inroOedor be restored to ihe roU, 144, refusal to take (he 
oath of trust, name to be erased out of the roll, 146. 
Freemen, books of admission of, to be inspected and produced, 9. 36, act 
against occasional freemen, 34, must be admitted to their freedom 
twehre months before election, 34, by birth, marriage, or servitude, 
35, antedating admission of, t6., copies of admission to be given, 36, 
iatm of oath, 46, not to vote unless admitted twelve months, 140, 
if admission refused, how to proceed, ib., penalty for antedating an 
admission, ib. — ^IRELAND, where more than one thousand to 
vote, 79, books of admission of, to be inspected, 77, to be jHrodncad, 
when,- 81, copy of roll of, to be provided, ib,, questions to be asked 
of, 90, 91, form of objection to, 95, 96, not to vote, unless admitted 
«iz nondis, 140. 



G 



Glmnorgtndnre, place of election for, 6 
Qramfewad, disfranchised, 1^3. 



H 
H m kme tf eoodbet, persons concerned in licensing, not to interlere im elec- 
Houemolden, residence how long and when neoesaaiy to enable to vote, 

» ■. *44r : 

Bt ubmi f d tt of women entitled to dower, may vote, when, ldB« — SCOT- 
1«AjNJ>« or w%&*ik inifeoffment, when, 146. 



IdiHe, eum&t vote, 123. 

Infantt. See Miners, 

JnfeaffmenU, SCOTLAND, what qualify to vote, 145, 146, Beceaaary one 

year before purchaser is enrolled, 146. 
Inhabitants, 141 .-^IRELAND, persons votbg, 91, oath of, if registry 

book destroyed, 92, registry of, 141. 
Inspectors, to be appointed, 13. — IRELAND, to be appointed, 84. 
Interference in elections, persons prohibited from, 124, 125. 
Ihterpreters, IRELAND, may be appointed, 84, oath of, 85, punishment 

of, if absent during poll, 100. 
/lliSJEf^eifetioiu, acts relating to, 75. 



J^ttfs, 14, enaetment in favour of, 42. 
Joint tenants, may vote, 138# 



K 



KnMk efikk^, notice of election of, when to be givvn^ 4, boolhi|„6, 7, 
- Ttfiiifciiuitiin o«tb, 15, font of notice «f election for, j^, fonn of 

V«, •iiT'lir J far .■■ f- 
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4^ IKD£X. 



oath of electors of, 44, qualification of electors of, 1S9» 1^. 138, 
139. — IRELAND, notice of election of, when to be pweA, 76, place 
of election of, t6«, booths to be erected, .78^ additional, when, 79, 
questions to be asked of electors for, 88, qualification of electors 
for, 131.— SCOTLAND. See electum. 



LaneaiUr, writ for, how directed, 3, how endorsed, 49. - : i 

Land tax, duplicates, production of, 8, redemption of, 14, ISO, form of 
assessment of, 46, land rated to, unless it has been redeemed, 130^ 
purchasers of, entitled to vote, ib. 

Lareeny, distinction between grand and petit, abolished, 123^ n. 

Lea$eholder$, may vote, where, 139, n. > ;« % 

London, poll to continue, how lon^, IS, poU clerks in, 13, oath of Inrer^r- 
men, 15. 47, safe custody of poll books, 18, proceedings after dose 
of poll, SO, scrutiny, i&., companies to make returns of their livexy- 
men, ib., list of votes disallowed upon scrutiny, to be delivered, 21, 
no list evidence in an action ib., Durham act does not extend to, 37, 
what disqualifies voters at, 128. 141. -i 

LudgenhtUl, who may vote at, 140. 

Lunatics, except at lucid intervals, cannot vote, 123. 

M .... ,.,o 

Marriage. See freemen, .■.»wO 

Member, quaUfication of. 11.— IRELAND, 81, 82.— SCOTLAND, for 
shires, 143, for boroughs, 148. 

J)Iic^2ma<, SCOTLAND, head court where to be held, and proceedings 
at, 143. ■ • .' • ^/;n*H 

Military, removal of, 7, exceptions, 8. — IRELAND, no pi»vi8i«A Ipr re- 
moval of, 81.— SCOTLAND, 109. ..<^ 

Minitters, of the crown, may not interfere at elections, 124. ,■.^ 

Minors, cannot vote, 122. . .,.. ». 

Moravians, affirmation of, 14. 39. 41, ferm of abjuration oath ISBr/49» 'teb 
of freeholder's oath for, 44, may vote, 129. ::^vl 

Mortgagee, may vote only where, 137. .,- . .H 



.N . , -1 

New Shoreham, provisions as to, 5, 11 G. 3. c. 55. when read at, 10, excep- 
tions as to, 16, oaths to be taken at, 47. 60, act relating to, 59 --62, 
what person vote at, 59, 60. 139. 

Norwich, Durham act does not extend to, 10. ST, oaths of debtm ^'JII- 
son to be taken, 12. 53, exceptions as to^ 16, oaths to be takena^ 
47. 51, act relating to, 50 — 59. « 

Notice rf election. See election returning ojfficer, 

Nottingham, case, 11, certain voters oi, disqualified for bribery, 123, 
forty diiUing freeholders may vote at, 140. 

O V "^ 

Oaths, places for administering, 7. 14, of candidates, 10.37, of electors, 
14, requisition to electors for taJcing, 15, and by whom aiiii^inis- 
tered, ib,, qualification oath, if refused to be taken by eJedtbts, 16, 
to be administered in language unde rstood by voter, i&;, iifanliilmlbig 



INDEX. itt 

' ' lAsffai mitm, ifr., tfi^alBSt bribeiy,30, of returning oiBcer, 31, of poU 

- ' •<d0rK,lbrttof,at«oimtyeleodoii8,38,theiikeatciUe8and1>onmgli8,t6., 
- fenn of, bjpenoDfl appointed to adminifter oaths, ib, 40, form of cer- 
tiicate of takiog, bewre oommisaioiier, 39, of ailegiauoe, 40, of sa- 
premacY, ib,, of abjuratioii, 41, of freeholders, fimn of, at election 
of knights of shires, 44, of freeholders form of, for cities and towns 
being conntiee, 45, of electors in cities, towns, or boroughs, except 
where particnlar oath is provided, 46, to be taken in London, 47. 
See AyUtbury, Coventry, Cricklade, New Shoreham, Nanoidi* — 
IRELAND, none aa to ralue of estate of candidate, 89, of retom- 
ing oAcer, Uh, of deputy, 83, memorandum of, to be entered in poU 
book, vb; of poll clerks ror taking votes of freeholders, ib,, br whom 
■dministered t6., of poll clerks for taking votes of freemen, ib., none 
provided for poU clerks of voters in towns or boroughs, 84, to be 
administered to papists, 85, form of, by persons admistering, i6«, of 
cleric ui peace or his deputy, 86, to be taken before polling, ib,, 87, 
bj whom administered, ib., of inhabitant, if renstry book destroyed, 
si, of voter, when vote objected to, 94, of ulegiance for papists, 
104, oath for papists, 106.-— SCOTLAND, oaths to be taken, 111, 
113, 114, 115, 117, of trust and possession, 119, of magfistrate at 
the election of a bhrgess, 120, of common clerk, ib., of clerk of pre- 
siding borough, ib,, of clerk in election for a diire, t6. See c»iwii- 
date, eommunofttfri , poll clerk, returning officer. 

Office, persons holding, may vote, where, 138* See Excite. 

Ordert, to the lord chancellors, 25. 

Orkney, proclamation of election for, 110. 

Outlawt, oDl civil process, whether Uiey may vote, 124. 



1, 129. — IRELAND, oaths to be taken by, 85, persons to be ap- 
pointed to administer oaths to, ib. See Oaths, 

Parliament, to be held how often, 1. — IRELAND, united kingdom to bo 
represented by one, 76.— SCOTLAND, 106. 

Peace efficert. See constable, 

Bmrt, not to vote, except Irish peers,candidate8, 124. 

PemiHy, See Ajipendix and different heads, 

Penryn, portreeve of, 3. 

Perjury, and subornation of, penalty for persons convicted of, cannot 
vote, 123. 

Poliee, magistrates and o£Scers, where may not interfere or vote, 127. 

P(M books, authentic evidence, 18, safe custody of, in London, ib,, to be 
delivered to the clerk of the peace, where, 21. — ^IRiXAND, to be 
closed each day, 84, answers of freeholders and freemen to be in- 
serted in, 91, to be delivered to the clerk of the peace, 102. 

. JPott cMes, to be appointed, to be sworn, 13, their duty, ib., form of oath 
of, at county elections, 38, &e like at cities and boroughs, 16., IRE- 
LAND, appointment of 79, the oath of, 83, by whom administered, 
83, 84, wnere vote objected to, to send a memorandum to return- 
ing officer, 93, punishment of, if absent, during poll, 100. 

PoU, place. See booth. 

PoU, if demanded must be granted, 12, when to commence, how long to 
continue, and how to be adjourned, ib., London, Southampton, and 
Norwich, t6., how Imig tp be open eadi day, ib., dose of, 19, form 
of proclamation, 47. — ^IRELAND, commencement and continuance- 
of, 82, no person to plead or speak during, 99, obstruction of, ib. 

Pottmatt&'geMral, shall transmit writs, 2. 

" m2 
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Pmt cf/ici, penons concerned in duties of, cannot vote, If 6, 127. 

Pf>eeept,io be delivered, when, 3, when retnms to be made, 19. 9l» form 
of, to returh two members, S7, indorsement upon, 28, xetnm of, 
«9, form of return to, 49.-7IRELAND, to be deUvered, when, 77, 
retums to, when to be made, 101.— SCOTLAND, to be delivered, 
when, 109. 114, return to, «6. 118. 

Pma, SCX)TLAND, election of. 111, minutes to be signed, 112, to 
have casting vote, 113, 114, 117. , 

Prodamtttionf on day of election, 10, three to be made of the dose of the 
poH, 19, form of order for passing two, under Great Seal, t5, form 
of, ft>r closing the poll, 47.— *IR£LAND, of election^ where to be 
made, 76. 

Q 

Qftdhtr*, affirmation of, 14. 39, declaration of, 41, form of affinnation of 
abjuration to be taken bj, 43, form in which effect of freeholder's 
oaths is administered to, 44.— IRELAND, 86, 87. 92. 94, may 
vote, 129. 

Quiatjfication^ See cajididatei,freeh(Uden, freemen, inhabitants, infeoffment. 

m 

R 

Reading, alms within what time, disqualification, 128. 

Rectory, See ecclegiastical prfferment. 

Registry books, IRELAND, for names of inhabitants of boroughs, 78, to 
be delivered to and returned by churchwardens, when, ib,, 103, to 
be produced at the booth, 80, printed copies of entries iii to be pro- 
duced, when, 80, to be referred to, when, 87, and to Jcopy, if lost or 
defaced, 91. See freehold. 

Rent chnrges, entries ot, when to be produced, 8, entered, how long to 
qualify to vote, 130.— IRELAND, of what amount and how long 
registered, qualify to vote, 134, 135. 

ReUrur, SCOTLAND, what, 143, n. 

Returns, when to be made, 19. 21, contracts to procure, void, penalty on 
entering into engagements for money to procure, 23, if wilfully de- 
layed, (6., if none before return day of writ, 24, oontainiag spedil 
matter, ib,, to be entered b^ derk of crown, ih., to be altered only 
by the house, ib., to a wnt, 47, to a precept, 49.— -IRELANI), 
when to be made to precept or writ, 101, into the erowa office 
in Ireland, and thence to England, 103 — SCOTLAND, for shires, 
to be annexed to the writ, 113, for boroughs, 118, to be made into 
the crown office in England, 119. 

Returns double, may be made, when, 22, penalty for, 29. — ^IRELAND, 
may be made, when, 101. — SCOTLAND, may be made, when, 118. 

Retumsfaise, prohibited, 22, penalty for, 23. 

Returning officers, to whom writs directed to give notice of plnoe of <Ace, 
2, duty on receipt of writ, 3. See Onqtie Ports, CrieMade, Ayl^mry, 
<md New ISufreham, not to take any fee, ib., annual, not to be ^ected 
year ensuing, ib., if none, 4, in case of death, f6.« where none 
elected before return of writ, ib,, shall take oath against bribery, 10, 31, 
may appoint persons to administer oaths and plaoee for snob p«- 
pose, 7. 14, administering illegal oaths, 16, liable to an action for 
wilfully rejecting a vote, 18, to declare who has majority of votes, 
19, scrutiny at discretion of, except in London, ib., te retazn writs 
if no scrutiny, f&., penalty, 20, administer oaths during aorutiay, 21, 
has not casting voice wiUiout custom, 21, shall deliver to derk of 
the peace, poll books within twenty days^terdbc^umj ' 
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W., at the close of scrutiny should make return, 23, may make double 
returns, when, ib., returning more persons than required, prohibited, 
22, if he wilfully delay return, 23, penalty for winul perjury of, 32, 
may vote, 1S9. — ^IRELAND, his dnt^ on receipt of writ, 76, 
77, shall erect or hire booths, and appoint deputies, 77, shall per- 
mit inspection of books of freemen, ib,, may summon peace officers, 
79, may appoint deputy clerk of the peace, when, 80, may appoint 
deputy town clerk, when, 81, oath of 82, to instruct his deputy, 84, 
deputy of, to dose and deliver poll book, ib., may remove or change 
deputy, ih,, shall appoint persons to adininister oaths to papists, 85, 
may close booths, when, 86, to refer to registry book, whea, 87, 
questions to be asked by, or by deputy, ib, 90. 98, in oaset of diffi- 
culty^ deputy to refer voter to, 90, may employ barrister, 93, to hire 
a booth to determine disputes, ib., vote allowed or not by, 94, when 
to reject votes, 97, to permit barristers to argue questions, 98, death 
(tr ilmess of, i6., may commit persons obstructing poll, 99, punishment 
for contempt of, ib,, how to act in a riot, ib,, 100, or deputy, punish- 
ment of, if absent during poll, ib,, or deputy wilfully protracting 
poU, ib,, to declare who has majority, when, ib,, to return no more 
persons than required by writ, to have casting voice, ib,, shall cer- 
tify on back of writ, names of candidates and number of votes for 
each, 102, acting corruptly or partially, ib,, no fee or reward to, ib,, 
penalty for giving, ib., to deliver poll book to clerk of peace on oath, 
ib,, and account of expence of election, 103, to pay tne same, t6.— 
SCOTLAND. See clerk, ihmff. 

Revetme oMcen, not to interfere in elections, or vote, 124» 125, 126. 

JReverser, SCOTLAND, what, 145. 

liwti, at election, 12. — IRELAND, 99, no excuse for cloaing poU, 100. 
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Scrutiny, at discretion of returning officer (except in London) 19, aa to, , 
generally, 21. — IRELAND, no provision for, after polling time, 
100. 

Secretary, of war to order removal of military, 7, not doing it, penalty, 8. 

Service, See freemen. 

Sheriff, in case of death of, 4, may appoint deputy sheriff, 4. 12, shall 
appoint poll clerks and inspectors, 13, if he shall wrongfully reject 
a vote; 18, shall return writ after election, 19. 21, if he ahall wil- 
fully delay return, 23, penalty upon for admitting any to be polled 
before sworn, 31, 2G.2. c.24, to be read by, 33. — IRELAND, 
shtttt issue his precept, 77, shall require derk of the poaee to de- 
liver registry books to churchwardens, 78, deputy of tor knights of 
shires must have freehold of 50i. per anrmm, 79, may appoint deputy 
clerk of the peace, when, 80, adjournment by, 82, to determine 
disputed votes, 93, deputy to, apply to when, 94.— SCOTLAND, 
high sheriff not to execute writ, penalty, lOOOi. only sheriff depute, 
109, on receipt of writ, duty, 109, 110, to annex return for shires 
to writ, 113, for boroughs, 118, 119. 

Shires, (see knights of) SCOTLAND, not having a torn omitted out of 
the writ; 108. 

Southampton, adjournment of poU, 12. 

Stamp dutiet, persons concerned in, cannot vote, 126* 

Superiority, SCOTLAND, what, 142, n. 

Supremacy, oath of, 40. 

Sutherland, 110, 200/. of valued rent, a qualification, 143. 
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Tavi$tockf freeholders at, may vote, 140. 

Tax, no, deemed a charge on freehold, 44, 45. — IRELAND, 90. 

Tenants f in common, may vote, 138. See ib, at to other, tenants. 

Tenant-right, holders of land by, cannot vote, ISO. 

Tithes, assessment of, to land tax, unnecessary, 130. 

Towns* See boroughs* 

Town clerk or offZer, duty of, 9. 35, 36^— IRELAND, te attend. with 
books of freemen, 81, deputy, how appointed, ib,, punishment cf^ if 
BbMnt during poU, 100.— SCOTLAND. See boroughs, 

TntitM, cannot vote, unless where, 137. 

Trust and possession, oath of. — SCOTLAND, to be taken, lU, iapa of, 
119, freeholder refusing to take, to be erased out of the roU, 146. 

U 
UniMi of the parliaments, 76, 108, ^ 

V 

VfUued rent, SCOTLAND, what, 143. n. 

Vicarage. See ecclesiastical preferment. 

Votes, where validity of, is questioned, 17, what shall be deemed Iegti|» ib, 
St, wrongfully rejected, added to the poU on a petition, 18, bhj^dted 
to, can be added after close of the poll, ib. — luELAND, to be read 
aloud each day, 84, to be taken, when, 88, when objec^d t(^' 90. 93, 
when allowed or disallowed, 94. 96, 97, improper, to be taken off the. 
pqll, 98, affidavit as to, i6.— SCOTLAND, when not to be tfoaiiderdL 
,, legal, 117. s V 

VdUft, 15ed Hector. 

W 

]^<Kii0t.— -SCOTLAND, proper or improper, what, 145 »• 

Wales, proclamation and place of election for. 5, 6. 
. IfW^ury, copyholders may rote at, 131 n. 140. 

Westminster, act expired, 7, case, 16. 

Windows, persons concerned in duties on, mxy not vote, 126* 

IFttnetf.— -IRELAND, as to improper votes, 98. 

Women, cannot vote, 123, , J 

Wfits, interval between teste and return of, 1, by whom issued bbdiniide 
out, 1, 3, how directed and transmitted, S, neglect in traoBuittiig, 
3, new, where necessary, 4, return of, if no scrutiny, 19, if • 4Kiii- 
tiny, 21, form of order to lord Chancellor, for issuing, 25, formo^ ib, 
. indorsement thereon, 27. See Lancaster and-Citifie PW(t.— IRiU' 
LAND, Inr whom issued, 76, transmission of, ib, retar% wlieii |nd 
where to be made, 101. 103, copies to be preserved, where^^ 103.— 
SCOTLAND, by whom issued and made out, and to whom directed 
snd transmitted, 106, 109, neglect in transmitting, ib., rettttiis to be 
made^ where, 119* 

Y 

YoHt, cotinty eoorts for, when held, 4, 5, poU booths, 7, .right to elect two 
additioiMl knights given to, 1^. 

Z 

Zetlsmd, proclamation of election for, 110. 
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LAW BOOKS JUST PUBLISHED 

BY WILUAM BENNING, 

Law Bookseller, 52, Fleet Street. 



A DIGESTED INDEX to all the REPORTS of CA- 
SES argued and determined in the House of Lords and 
the several Courts of Common Law, from Michaelmas 
Term, 1766, to Trinity Term, 1826. By S. B. Har- 
rison, Esq. Barrister at Law. In 2 vols. 8yo. price 
2/. lOf. hoards. 

REPORTS OF CASES heard and decided in THE 
HOUSE OF LORDS, on APPEALS from the Courts 
of Equity, and on Writs of Error in England and Ire- 
land, wim an Appendix of the Cases upon Appeals and 
Writs of Error from the Superior Courts of Scotland. 
By Richard Blioh, Esq. of the Inner Temple, Bar- 

F rister at Law. 

' ' Vol I. part I. of a new series, price 9f . sewed. 

A COLLECTION of the LATE STATUTES, passed 
for the Administration of Criminal Justice in England, 
comprising 7 G.IV. c.64., 7 & 8 G. IV, c. 18. 27. 
28. 29. 30. 31. with Notes, Forms, and a copious 
Index. The 2nd edition corrected and enlarged. By 
John Tidd Pratt, Esq. Barrister at law. Price 6r. 
boards. 

THE LAW OF MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS. 

together with a Brief Sketeh of their History, and a 
Treatise on Mandamus and Quo Warranto. By J. W. 
WiLLCOCK, Esq. of the Inner Temple, Barrister at 
Law. In 8yo. price* 18«. boards. 

THE OFFICE OF CONSTABLE; containing the 
LAWS relating to the Office of High, Petty, and Spe- 
cial Constables, Headboroughs, Borsholders, Tithingmen, 
and Watohmen ; with an account of their institution and 
appointment ; directions for their conduct, and the law 
relative to their protection in those cases where they have, 
through error, exceeded their authority. By J . W. Wl liL* 
COCK, Esq. Barrister at Law. In 8yo. price 7f. boards. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON ARCHITEC- 
TURAL JURISPRUDENCE; in which the prin- 
cipal Laws, Customs, Constitutions, Civil and Eccle- 
siastical> which relate to Buildings, are collected from 
the best Authorities. By James I. Elmbs, M. B« I. A. 
In Bvo. price 12». boards. 



LAW BOOKS JUST PUBLISHED. 

FORMULARIES; or THE MAGISTRATE'S AS- 
SISTANT : being a Collection of Forms which occur 
in the daily practice and duties of a Justice of the Peace 
out of Sessions. By William Robinson, Esq. LL.D. 
of the Middle Temple. In 2 vols, price 1/. 16«. boards. 

AN ESSAY on the DOCTRINE of REMAINDERS, 
and, as collateral and subordinate topics, of Executory 
Limitations. By William Floyer Cornish, Esq. 
Barrister at Law. Price 9s, boards. 

This Essay contains a full enqniry into the abstract nature of a Remainder, with- 
out reference to its vestedness or contingency. This examination embraces many 
interesting topics never before brought together. It treats of rested Remainders ; 
a branch of the doctrine which, it is believed, no modem treatise has hitherto dis. 
Gvsaed in detail. 

An ANALYSIS of the LAW of REAL PROPERTY ; 

on a large sheet, coloured. Price 5s. 

A LETTER to the MEMBERS of the NEW PAR- 
LIAMENT on the DEFECTS in the GENERAL 
and STATUTE LAW, which require the revision of 
the Legislature, particularly such as relate to the office 
of Justice of the Peace ; and pointing out those to be 
found in the leading Statutes; with suggestions of a 
course of proceedings calculated to render them more 
useful and efficient. By Isaac 'Espinasse, Esq. of 
Gray's Inn, Barrister at Law, and an Acting Magistrate 
for the County of Rent. Price 2s, 

A REPORT of the CASE of the COUNTY of DUB- 
LIN ELECTION, before a Committee of the House 
of Commons, March, 1827. With Notes. By James 
'Espinasse, Esq. of Gray's Inn. Price 3». 

A TREATISE on the EXPOSITION of WILLS of 
LANDED PROPERTY. By James Ram, Esq. 
Barrister at Law. In 8yo. price 10s. 6<L boards. 

An ESSAY ON DEVISES. By J. J. Powell, Esq. 
Barrister at Law. Third Edition, with Copio.us Notes, 
and an Appendix of Precedents; also a Treatise on 
the Construction of Devises. By Thomas Jar- 
man, Esq. Barrister at Law. 2 vols. Qvo, price 21, Ss, 
boards. 

REPORTS OF CASES argued and determined in the 
COURT of EXCHEQUER and EXCHEQUER 
CHAMBER, at Law, in Equity, and in Error. By 
E. YouNGE, Esq. and J. Jervis, Esq. Barristers at 
Law. Vol. I. parts I. II. III. price 1/. 2s, M, sewed. 

These Reports will be continned regularly. 

REMARKS on the EXPEDIENCY of FRAMING a 
NEW CODE of LAWS for REAL PROPERTY. 
By a Barrister of the Inner Temple. Price i*. 



f' 



